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HAIN’ DI -PARLIA MEN Hs 


SECOND SESSION, 


Seath: - Governor-General, 


t 


His Hxentiehey the Right Honorable Sir Ronatp CRAUFURD MUNRO FERGUSON, a Melliher 


of His Majesty’s /Most Honorable Privy Council, 


Knight Grand Cross of the Most 


Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in- 
and over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian ational War Government. 
(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney- -Genersl ies 
Minister for the Navy ... eee eee 
Treasurer ssa eee eee oes 
Minister for Defence 


Vice-President of the Executive Council At 
Minister, for Repatriation ose oe 
Minister for Works aod Railways * 
Minister for Home and Territories sks 
Minister for Trade and OCustome ... A 
Postmaster-General 2 wee cat 
Honorary Minister os ee See 
Honorary Minister oat Sem see 


The Kight Hloncrable William Morris Hughes, HO 

The Right Honorable Joseph Cook, P.O. 

The Right Honorable Sir John Forrest, P.0:; G4.0.M.G. 
The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 


Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Succeeded by 


The 


The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 


Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.OC. 
Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Honorable William Webster. 

Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Honorable Edward John Russell. 


Australian Wationat War Government. 
(From 10th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General 


Minister for the pak eke oes ose 
Treasurer ees aes eee 
Minister for Defence aed oe ve 
Minister for Repatriation <e vos 
Minister for Works and Railways . on 
Minister, for Home and Territories wee 
Minister for Trade and Oustoms ... Ay 
Postmaster-General bee 
Vice-President of the Executive Gouneil ee 
Honorary Minister ee nels one 
Honorary Minister yh A vee 
Honorary Minister bbs wee coe 
Honorary Minister a See eee 
Honorary Minister han see wae 


The 
The 
The 


Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C. 
Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.O.M.G. 
Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.0.M.G. 
Sueceeded by 
Honorable William Alexander Watt (27th March, 1918) 
Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Succeeded by 
Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 
Patrick McMahon Glynn, 
Jens August Jensen.f 
Succeeded by 
William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918). 
William Webster. 
Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Succeeded by 
Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 
Honorable Edward John Russell. 


The 
The 
The 
The 


The 
The 
The 


The 
The 
The 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 


The 
The 


Honorable Littleton Hrnest Groom (16th November, 1917). 
Honorable Edward Davis Millen (from 28th September, 1917) 


PP pene Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 


1918). 
The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 
The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene.* 
The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.* 


* Appointed 26th March, 1918.——+ Removed from office, 13th December, 1918. 


Senators. 


President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 


1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) 

Barker, Stephen (V.) 

Barnes, John (V.) 

Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) 

Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) 

Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 

De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 

Earle, Hon. John (T.) 

Fairbairn, George (V.) 

Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) 

Foll,. Hattil Spencer (Q.) 

Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) 

Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 

Grant, John (N.S.W.) 

Guthrie, Robert Storrie (8.A.) 

Guy, James (T.) 

Henderson, George (W.A.) | 

Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) 
*1Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) 


1 Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 12th July, 1917. 


ay 


Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 
1McDougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 

Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S. W.) 
Needham, Edward (W.A.) 

1Newland, John (S8.A.) 

O’Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) 


O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 


V.D. (S.A.) 
Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 
Plain, William (V.) 
Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S.W.) 
Reid, Matthew (Q.) 
Rowell, Col, James, C.B. (S.A.) 
Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 
Senior, William (S.A.) 
Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 
Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 


* Resignation reported, 20th December, 1918. 
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. as fifty-three pensioners under our Old- 
-age Pensions Act receive. I resent that. 
All men when they have reached a cer- 
tain age, and have become too old to work, 
_ should receive the same rate of pension. 
The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) has referred to the pitiful case of 
_ the mother of four sons who went away 
to fight for the Chief Justice, for me, and 
for every other citizen of Australia. One 
of these boys paid the supreme sacrifice, 
and the mother was granted a war pension 
of 5s. per week. The pension of the 
Chief Justice is equal to the pension re- 
ceived in 1384 such cases, and equal to 
sixty-seven war pensions of 10s. per week. 
- Will any one say that what this 
man has done is equal to the services 
_ that have been rendered by our men at 
the Front. Then, again, under our War 

. Pensions Act differential treatment is 
meted out to the mother who has been 
deserted by the man who should have 
eared for her. It was not the intention 
of Parliament when the War Pensions 
_ Bill was passed that there should be any 


a. 
She: 
"3 


_ Then, again, in determining what rate 
of pension shall be paid to the mother of 
- @ young man who has been killed at the 
- Front, the authorities take into account 
the amount that the deceased contributed 
to his home for twelve months prior to 
enlistment. Many of these soldiers of 
ours enlisted when they were only eighteeu 
years of age, and that is very often the 
- most expensive time of a boy’s life. As 
- arule, boys of from eighteen to twenty- 
one years of age can take very little into 
“their homes. but when they reach the 
_--’ge of twenty-five years they are able to 
_ Vive substantial help to their people. 
»* Mr. Brennan.—This would have been 
a fitting opportunity to make provision 
for the unmarried mother of a soldier to 
whom the honorable member and I have 
referred in this House more than once. 


Dr. MALONEY.—Yes. I am proud 
to think that the laws of Australia no 
longer contain what was an impertinent 

insult to thousands of innocent children. 
. Thanks to Mr. Andrew Fisher and those 
_ who supported his Government, the word 
_ “‘jilegitimate ’’ has been erased from all 
_ gur Commonwealth laws. It is an infamy 


e | Chief Justice's [19 December, 1918. ] Pension Bill. 


such differentiation, but it exists to-day. » 


that the amount to be paid as a war pen- 
sion to a mother or father of a youth 
killed at the Front should be based upon 
the amount he was able to contribute to 
her support for the twelve months before 
he enlisted. If the assistance to the home 
be made a basis of computation, why 
should it not be made at the time of the 
death of the brave soldier ? 


I have no personal animus towards the 
Chief Justice. I have, if anything, a 
kindly feeling for him. I had one ex- 
perience cf his Court, and three after- 
noons spent there cost me something like 
£200. The cost would have been greater. 
but for the generosity of the legal 
men in charge of my case. I have 
never heard a poor man. bless the 
name of the Chief Justice or de- 
clare himself to be thankful for his help. 
Is he a poor man? Then my pocket is at 
his disposal. If he has speculated and 
been comparatively ruined, I am willing 
to give equally with any man on the other 
side of the chamber; but it is discredit- 
able to him if he has had anything to 
do with this sending round of the eap 
asking for the people’s money. It is the 
people, those who have no say in the 
matter, who have to pay. J cannot con- 
ceive that the man who had the honour 
of translating Dante’s Inferno into Eng- 
lish verse similar to the original would 
stoop to accept this pension. At any meet- 
ings I shall address in the near future I 
shall move— 


That it is disgraceful, dishonorable, _and 
foolish on the part of Sir Samuel Griffith to 
accept this pension. 


We have paid him £70 per week, with 
many extras, for putting in five hours’ 
work five days a week, and sometimes he 
has had five months’ holiday in the year. 


There are fathers of families who are. 


trying to feed their children and clothe 
them in these expensive times who are 
not receiving per week, even what he 
draws per day as travelling allowance, 
namely, £4 4s. Would they not look for- 
ward with pleasure to the receipt of even 


one day’s wages as a pension when they | 


get old and weary. I have sounded a 
warning note. If Sir Samuel Griffith 
dares to leave this country drawing this 
pension to spend it outside Australia he 
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will not be an honorable man. Any mem- 
ber of this House who goes away has to 
obtain leave, and if he wishes to go away 
from Australia, let him obtain leave from 
the people who pay him. I resent the 
granting of this pension. When we ask 
for 2s. 6d. extra per week for those who 
will never draw £4 4s. a week in all their 
lives,, the Treasurer cannot grant it. 
When we ask that the little children of 
the men who have lost their lives at the 
Front, or in dangerous trades and call- 
ings that sometimes take a greater toll 
of life than does warfare, should be al- 
lowed a little more than 3s. 6d. per week, 
they cannot get it. At this time, when 
the war has demonstrated to us the value 
ef human life, this Government will make 
partial provision for soldiers’ babies to 
the number of five in a family, but the 


sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth are left 


without a penny piece in the shape of 
assistanee. Go to the homes for neg- 
lected children, and ask some of the angel 
women connected with them how much 
a child costs, even in its earliest years, 
even when its only food is milk, and then 


judge how far the pittance of 3s, 6d. per 


ehild will go. I shall vote against the 
Bill, and if I can get meetings to support 
me [ shall ask them to resolve that any 
man who has earned the salary that Sr 
Samuel Griffith has earned is not a real 
Australian or a real human being if he 
accepts a pension when those who have to 
apply for an old-age pension ean only 


draw 12s. 6d. per week with which to keep 


hfe and soul together. 
Question put. The House’ divided. 


Vas, eI it ie 
Woes ee Tae Sa si 
Majority .. Sadt 
AYES. -« 
Abbott, Lt.-Colonel { Palmer, A. C. 
Bamford, F. W. Poynton, A. 
Boyd, J. A. Rodgers; A. 8. 


Falkiner, F. B. S. 


Sampson, 8. 
_ Glynn, P. McM. 


Sinclair, H. 


“Greene, W. M. Smith, Laird 
Gregory, H. Spence, W. G. 
Groom, L, E. Watt, W. A. 
Jowett, E. Webster, W. 
Leckie, J. W. Wise, G. H. 
Lynch, J. ‘Tellers: 
McWilliams, W. J Story, W. H. 


Orchard, R. B 


Thomson, John | 
' Dr. Maloney. t 


Higgs, W. G. 


a senior man is appointed ? 


(REPRESENTATIVES. Pope it. Bs 


: Noss. 

Brennan, Frank ‘Tudor, Fr. G. 
Fenton, J. E. we <i 
: Tellers: =, ee 
| Considine, M. P. - 
Maloney, sates “it, x: 


Mathews, J. 
Maxwell, G. A. 


Pains, =2 22 
Archibald, W. O. Watkins, ioe a 
Mackay, G.H. Page; d.. 2 oe 
Corser, E. B.C. Finlayson, W = 
Foster, Richard Catts, J. H. 


Pigott, H. R. M. Charlton, MM. 


Best, Sir Robert Bayley, Ag ‘G 
Lister, 5 get si McGrath, D. C. 
Fowler, J. M. Corboy, E. W. 
Livingston, J. West a Ww. Bo 


Atkinson, L. 


Givens) took the chair at a) 
read prayers. 


AppormntMENTS. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHI IN, 


position to further explain his a 
a. question I put yesterday? — He 
that the practice in the Defen 
ment was to call for application: 
pointments, but immediately | a 
he said that a senior man had b 
pointed without applications having b 
called for. Is the rule cee v 


Senator PEARCE.—1I couk 
wer the honorable senator’s que 
hand, because obviously the 
governed by the regulations q 
a man is Servings. I fil onde tak 


Weacloss Telegraphy. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 


ba Senator “GARDINER.—I ask the 
¥ ster representing the Minister for the 
_ Navy—(1) How many ships owned or 
— tortrolled by the Australian Government 
have been installed under agreement with 
_ the Marconi or other foreign companies ? 
_ (2) What may be the cost per ship, if 
_ avy, for such installation, and what is the 
gost for maintenance? (3) How many 
_ ships owned or controlled by the Austra- 
lian Government have been installed 
under agreement with the Amalgamated 
- Wireless Company of Australia? (4) 
at is the cost per ship, if any, for 

* atacki installation, and what is the cost of 
- maintenance? (5) How many ships 
have had plants installed by the Com- 

% monwealth? (6) What is the cost per 
_ ghip, and what is the annual upkeep of 
pein installation? (7) Will the Minis- 
ter supply me with a copy of the agree- 
‘ment with Marconi and the Common- 
wealth Government for the installation 


a (8) Will the Govern- 

ment, give SMention during recess to the 
_ question of making wireless the monopoly 

= eo. Commonwealth similar to the tele- 
Re aph and telephone systems? (9) Will 
¥ ee 6 P icrerament take into consideration 
the agreement between the Marconi, Tele- 
ae - fanken, and Amalgamated Wireless 
& Companies with private ships, and if they 
_ are found to be unreasonable and exorbi- 
_ tant, will the Government introduce legis- 
. lation to cancel all such agreements! 


Senator PEARCE.—In view of the 
| Paes position with regard to the sittings 
vs the Senate, I presume that the honor- 
- able senator desires that a reply to his 
questions shall be furnished before we re- 
_ assemble. If that be so, and he will pro- 
= vide me with a copy of his questions, I 


shall see that they are placed before the 
Minister concerned, and will endeavour 
to have a reply forwarded to him later. 
It is evident that there must be a little 
delay in connexion with the replies to 
some of the questions, which call for 
fe: _ Cabinet consideration. 


ee ~ Senator Garpiner.—l thank the honor- 
able senator, and will forward a com- 


‘munication asking for the information. 
coor ae D2 : 


i 20 Decempen, -1918.] 


Repatriation 


PAPERS, 


The following 
sented :— 


Lloyd Reed Loom Weaving Patent Rights and 
Inv entions—Correspondene e relating to pur- 
chase by the Commonwealth of an tyes 
of purchase, 

Sixth Annual Report of the Commissioner of 
Taxation, year 1915-16. 


Ordered to be printed. 


Steel, Iron, and other Scrap Metals: State- 
ment showing Exports from the Common- 
wealth for years 1914-15, 1915-16, 1916-17, 
and 1917-18. 

Naval Defence Act 1910-1912.—Regulations 
amended.—Statutory Rules 1918, Nos. 317 
and 318. 


papers were pre- 


REPATRIATION. = 


Liuoryp Rerepv Loom Weravine Macutne. 


Senator MILLEN (By leave).—I lay 
on the table papers in connexion with the 
option for the purchase of the Lloyd 
Reed Loom Weaving Machine. In doing 
so, I propose to conelude with a motion re- 
garding the papers. I gave instructions 
recently that a copy of these papers should 
be obtained in order to inform Parlia- 
ment as to the steps taken in connexion 
with this matter. When the papers were 
brought to me yesterday afternoon, I dis- 
covered a discrepancy between a cable 
and a later communication. Certain 
valuations were cabled for from America, 
and other particulars regarding the plant 
and injunction generally. One of these 
cables from Mr. Vaughan gave the valua- 
tion of a certain plant at $4,000. In the 
letter which went on to the Board of 
Trade, and which, of course, covered all 
the papers in connexon with the matter, 
the figure of $4,000 became $40,000. Im- 
mediately I discovered the discrepancy I 
sent. the following letter to the Secretary 
of the Board of Trade :— 


Dear Sir,— . 

With a view to informing Parliament of the 
action taken regarding the Lloyd Reed Loom 
Weaving option, I gave instructions to have 
copies prepared of the papers on the official 
file. jOn perusing these copies I was surprised 
to discover a discrepancy between the cable as 
it came from Mr. Vaughan, and its information 
was conveyed to your Board in the letter of 
the 4th October last from the Repatriation 
Department. Mr. Vaughan, in his cable, gave 
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Imperial Force. 


the value of a plant unit as $4,000. This was 
given in the letter to you as $40,000. 

I take this earliest opportunity of advising 
your Board of the mistake. 

Yours faithfully, 
EK. D. MILLEN. 
The Secretary, Board of Trade, 
Trade and Customs Department, 
Melbourne. 


In addition to that, I am, of course, tak- 
ing steps in the Department to ascertain 
how the error crept in. I am also cabling 
to America to learn from Mr. Vaughan— 
and I am not at present certain where 
he is—whether the figures supplied are 
correct. I should like to add that, in my 
room, honorable’ senators will find 
samples of the work in the shape of a 
chair turned out by the process to whick 
I have referred, and also certain photo- 
graphs which are available for their in- 
spection. I suggest that if they have the 
time to do it honorable senators will find 
it interesting to take a. look at these 
exhibits. I move— 
That the papers be printed. 


“Question resolved in the affirmative. 


DURATION OF RECESS. 


Senator GARDINER. —I 
Leader of the Senate whether he has any 
information to give honorable senators 
which will enable them to form even a 
vague idea of the date at which Parlia- 
ment will re-assemble after the recess? 

Senator MILLEN.—I told the honor- 
able senator yesterday that before the 
Senate rises I shall make some obser- 
vations on the matter. — 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
DisposaL oF Horsks. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON.—I ask 
the Minister for Defence if it is true, as 
reported in the press, that the mounted 
troops abroad have received instructions 
to shoot their horses? If it is true, is it 
not possible to deal with the situation in 
a less objectionable way ? 

Senator PEARCH.—I saw the para- 


graph which the honorable senator re- 
fers to, and read it with some surprise, 


because only the day before it appeared. 


we had received a cable from the military 


ask the 


authorities in Egypt as to the disposal of 

these horses, and no suggestion was made |. % 
in that cable that they should be shot, 
whilst other suggestions were made for® 
their disposal. I may inform the Senate © 
that the return of the horses to Australia __ 
is impossible, owing to the close quaran- 4 
tine of animals. Honorable senators are 
no doubt aware that some of the countries — 
adjacent to Egypt are the homes of al- 
most every kind of animal disease. I 
have no information that the order ree 
ferred to by Senator Bolton has been 
issued, and no means of checking the cor- 
rectness of the statement other than the 
fact that, as I have said in the cable ree 
ceived regarding the disposal of the 
horses, no mention of shooting them is ~ 
made. I am inclined, therefore, to think — 
that the press cable is not correct. | 


NAVY AND DEFENCE 
ADMINISTRATION. 


Report oF RoyaL ComMISSION ON 
PuRCHASE OF SHAW WIRELESS WORKS. ~ 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— 
I ask the Leader of the Senate whether — 
the Government will place at the dis- 
posal of honorable senators all the ex- 
hibits in connexion with the report of 
the Royal Commission on Navy and De- 
fence Administration on the purchase of — 
the Shaw Wireless Works, as without — 
them the report is very incomplete? Will | 
honorable senators be allowed to inspect 
the exhibits in order that they may have 
a proper idea of the nature of the trans- | 
action ? . Z Sra ci 


Senator MILLEN.—The papers”. Sree ‘ 
ferred to, in view of the present position 
of affairs, are necessarily in the custody 
of an officer attached to the Crown Law 
Department. Whether it is possible to 
make them more generally available IT 
cannot say, but I am in a position to pase 
that any honorable senator who desires — 
to see the papers may do so. | 


Senator Gurnrre.— Where? Ass 
Senator MILLEN.—At the Crown Law r 


Offices—the Aton ae Depart- ‘c 
ment. BAL 


Internees. 


. WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT. 


Senator BAKHAP.—I ask the Min- 
ister for Defence if the Administration 


will take into consideration the question 
of stating a case for the High Court in 
regard to the constittional validity of the 


War Precautions Bill which was passed 
“by the Senate a day or so ago? 

Senator PEARCE.—I have given in- 
structions through my private secretary 
to have the honorable senator’s sugges- 
tion sent forward in my name to the Act- 
ing Attorney-General. I have not yet re- 
ceived a reply to the letter. 


INTERNEES. 


Posirion oF NatuRALIzED BRITISH 
Sunsecrs—Casr or Mr. Kiery. 


Senator GARDINER.—TI ask the Min- 
ister for Defence, in view of the fact that 
Australian-born internees are being re- 

leased from the Internment Camp, will he 
ask the Crown Law Officers to consider 
whether the Government can legally de- 
tain in the internment camps any 


_ naturalized British subjects without im- 
mediately bringing them to trial ? 


ee 
“ 

"Fie oe 
pis. 
ae 


A 


Senator PEARCE.—From the infor- 
mation we already have on this subject, 
Ido not think that what the honorable 


_ senator proposes is necessary, because, ap- 


parently, there is no doubt as to the 


power we have in this respect. 

Senator GARDINER.—Does the Min- 
ister claim that the Government have the 
power to detain such persons without 
Srrah ty oes < 

Senator Prarce.—I do not elaim any- 
thing of the kind. 
~ Senator GARDINER —In keeping 
them interned the Minister is exercising 
such a power. 

Senator OKEEFE.—I ask the Min- 
ister for Defence if he will find out dur- 


ing the day whether the reply he gave to 


me yesterday was correct when he said 
that the investigation into the case of the 
man Kiely was being held in Hobart? 
That was the official reply, but I under- 
stand that the man was taken to Launces- 
ton. 

Senator Pearce.—Did I not say, m my 
reply to the honorable senator’s question, 


that he was remanded to Hobart? 
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Senator O KEEFE.—tThe official reply 
was that the investigation would take 
place in Hobart. 

«_ Senator PEARCE.—I will obtain the 
information for the honorable senator. 


SHIPBUILDING. 
GOVERNMENT ScHEME. 


Senator McDOUGALL asked the Min- 
ister representing the Minister for the 
Navy, upon notice— . 

Have the Government considered the advisa- 
bility of altering their shipbuilding scheme s0 
that any ships built may not be obsolete before 
they are delivered? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answer sup- 
plied by the Acting Minister for the Navy 
be ees 

The steel ships at present being constructed 
under the Commonwealth shipbuilding scheme 
will not be obsolete for many years after thei 
delivery. They are a high type of cargo boat. 
and compare more than favorably with the 
British standard C type ships of similar di- 
mensions at present under construction in Great 
Britain. The wooden ships are at least equal 
in design and type to any auxiliary wooden 
vessels at present under construction in any 
country. 


CENSORSHIP. | 
Senator NEEDHAM asked the Minis- 


ter for Defence, wpon notece— 

1. How many officers were employed on the 
Censorial Staff in Australia during the war 
period ? 

2. Have the services of any of the officers 
been dispensed with? 

3. If so, how many? 

4, What is the strength of the Censorial Staff 
to-day as compared with the war period? 

5. Has the Censor removed the embargo on 
the circulation of prohibited books, such as 
“Kingdom of Shylock,” “War of Steel and 
Gold,” “ War, What For,” and similar books? 

6. If not, why? 

7. What has been the cost to the Common- 
wealth for the maintenance of the Censorial 
Staff prior to and since the signing of the 
armistice ? 


Senator PEARCE.—Owing to the late 
sitting yesterday, when I reached my 
office this morning the notice-paper had 
not arrived. I left instructions that any 
questions affecting the Department should 
be forwarded, with replies, as they ‘be- 
came available during the day. If the 
reply to this question arrives in time, I 
will give it to the honorable senator later. 


~ CAPTAIN 7 @ ALLEN 


~ Senator BARNES. asked the Minister. 
“for Defence, upon notice— — 


Has any order, minute, or recommendation 
been made prejudicial to Captain T. G. Allen as 
a result of a resolution of,the Bendigo Recruit- 
ing Committee expressing disapproval of his 
appointment as brigade-major of the Bendigo 
district? 


Senator PEARCE.—I must give the 
honorable senator the same answer in this 
ease as I have just given to Senator Need- 
ham. 


CORANGAMITE ELECTION. 
EMPLOYMENT OF RETURNED SOLDIERS. 


Senator BARNES asked the Minister 
representing the Minister for Home and 
Territories, upon notice— 


How many returned soldiers have been em- 
ployed by the Department in the conduct of 
the Corangamite by-election? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The reply fur- 
nished is as follows :— 


Full consideration was given to the employ- 
ment of returned soldiers. It is understood 
that at least thirty (30) acted as poll clerks 
at the election. ) 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 
OBJECTION TO ADMINISTRATOR. 


Senator FERRICKS asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Minister for Home 
and Territories, wpon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that the discontent of the 
poopie of Darwin, in the Northern Territory, 
as manifested itself in an assault upon the 
Administrator, Dr. J. A. Gilruth? 

2. If so, will the Minister inform the Senate 
as to the reason why the people in Darwin have 
been discontented with the administration ever 
since the appointment of Dr. Gilruth as Ad- 
ministrator? 

3. Is it the intention of the Government to 
relieve the Northern Territory of the present 
Administrator, and to endeavour to conduct 
the affairs of that portion of the Common- 
wealth in such a way as will conduce to the 
welfare and happiness of the inhabitants and 
the successful development of the Territory? 


Senator RUSSELL. — The 
are— 


l. Yes. 


2. The Minister does not know that the dis- 
content has existed for the time stated. The 
only definite cause of recent discontent that the 
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has been raised by- 3d. per bottle. 


of the Government. 
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Minister is aware of i is s that. the price ‘of a) 


3. The matter is: now under the cate * 


Pend 


"HENDERSON NAVAL BASE. gee 
“Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 
ister representing the Minister: for the 
Navy, upon notice— Be eA 
1. What steps, if any, are being taken ic 
cure other employment for the sixty-six 
turned soldiers at present employed on the He1 
derson Naval Base, Fremantle, when operatior 
are suspended? 
2. What steps, if any, do the Government in- 
tend to take to draft all the employees on the — 
Henderson Naval Base, Fremantle, into other 
channels of employment when operations are 
suspended, so as to ease the strain on the 
labour market? & 
Senator PEARCE.—The pe, oe ator “e 
yet been received, but I have asked: that ee 
it should be forwarded, and if it comes 
to hand I will make it available later. 


CHIEF JUSTICE’S PENSION BILL 
Sxconp Rrapine. Bass 


Debate resumed from 19th Dacsnbe 
(vide page 9813), on motion by Sonate 
Mitten— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. = 


Senator Lt.-Colonel 0’LOGHLIN (South 2 
Australia) [11.16].—By arrangemen 
with Senator Gardiner, I propose to con- 
tinue this debate. We cannot claim th 
we have not had time to eonsider tl 
Bill, because there are only three or fou 

- clauses in it, and its purport is quite clea 
But the Government have by no meal 
made out a good case for establishing : 
this particular instance a pension pro-,- 
vision, which has been emphatically | con 
demned on previous occasions by th | 
Federal Parliament. When the J udiciar , 
Bill was introduced in 1903, by the the 
Attorney-General (Mr. Deakin), it ¢o 
tained a provision for pensions for t 
Judges, on a scale based on length of se 
vice, Tising from two-tenths for a certa 
number of years up to_seven-tenths 
fifteen years’ service. 1S 
the position of the Judges and their s 
ries, and the desirableness or otherwise | 
giving them pensions, were then discusse Bae 
in all their bearings. We are often told — 
that that fabled contained all the re ag 


superior to that of any ‘succeeding Par- 
_ liament, and that body, by a majority of 
sy twenty-nine votes to twenty, struck out 
the pension provision. During the debate 
ae “eomparisons were made between the sala- 
____ ries proposed to be paid, which are those 
~ ae being now paid, and those obtaining in 
the States, and in other countries. 

It is surprising to learn that in 

the Dominion of Canada, the salaries of 
_ the Judges of the Supreme Court are only 
about half of what we are paying, while 
ee in the great Republic of the United States 


ef America, with its population of 
__ 100,000,000—probably it was about 
ai 80, 000, 000 or 90,000,000 then—the 


ese salary fat a ‘Supreme Court Judge is only 
~~ £2,100 per year. 
(3 the salaries we pay our Judges are too 
high. If anything, in comparison with 
the salaries paid to State Judges in Aus- 
éralia, a good argument could be put up 
i * to show that they are too low. If that is 
os the difficulty, the remedy is to increase 
_ the salaries of the High Court Judges. 
ee believe such a proposal would obtain 
- eonsiderable support from members of 
both Houses, but that is no justification 
for introducing this pernicious system, 
ye, which has already been condemned, of 
Sal pensions for public servants. 
_ Tam strongly against the principle of 
pensions, except in well-defined cases. 
Everybody agrees that the soldier who 
has been disabled in the service of his 


have also established the principle, which 
Ber think is a good one, that where that ill- 
- waatched pair, age and want, come to- 
Bs. Lone it is the duty of the community 
#0 provide, perhaps, not adequate support, 
but at least some amount in necessitous 

a eases. With those two exceptions, our 
ee Commonwealth should be kept free from 
the system of pensions, But here we are 
is asked to indorse the principle for the 
highest paid official of the Common- 

B wealth, with the exception of the Gover- 
____ nor-General, who can hardly be called an 
official. This special provision is made 
% os for the: Chief Justice, while certainly 
ane more necessitous cases are left altogether 
=, nprovided for or are osen eater 


I am not arguing that. 


- eountry should be provided for, and we 


c. tee a aw 
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Syd of the Pode wollte and that provided for. We all know the 
Pie calibre of its members was much extreme difficulty we have had in 


this and another branch of the Legis- 
lature to induce the Government to make 
provision for the dependants of soldiers. 
I remember that last year, when the first 
Repatriation Bill was before this Cham- 
ber, we had a big fight with the Leader of 
the Senate over a proposal to allow the 
benefits of that scheme to be applied to 
the widows of soldiers. 


Senator Mirren.—You had a big 
fight? The honerable senator will re- 
member that I moved an amendment to 
increase the pensions for widows. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— 
The honorable senator opposed the pro- 
posal, and it was struck out here at the 
instance of the Government. It was only 
in another place that it was put in. 

Senator Mitirun.—The honorable sena- 
tor is quite wrong. The first pensions 
scheme 

‘Senator Lt.-Colonel O’7 LOGHLIN.— 
I am speaking of the first Repatriation 
Bill. I read in this chamber a protest 
from returned soldiers, who said that 
they would refuse to have the pension un- 
less the widows of their deceased com- 
rades participated in it. Let me refresh 
Senator Millen’s memory. When it was 
agreed to, in another place, I asked the 
honorable senator if the good news, that 
the Government had repented on the 
question, was true. 

Senator Mirren.—I object to the hon- 
orable senator misrepresenting the cir- - 
cumstances of that case. The method of 
expressing the benefits we should provide 
for them was the whole point involved. 

Senator ILt.-Colonel OP LOGHLIN.— 
Does the honorable senator deny that the 
Government in this chamber opposed a 
proposal to apply these benefits to the 
widows of soldiers? I would like a 
straight-forward answer. 

Senator Mirten.—The honorable sena- 
tor does not put a straight- forward ques- 
tion. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— 
Did or did not the Government oppose — 
the proposal to apply the benefits of the 
Repatriation Bill to the widows of sol- 
diers # 
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Senator Mirten.—They did not oppose 
such a proposal, although possibly they 
opposed an amendment submitted by your 
side. 

Senator Lt,-Colonel O’ LOGHLIN.— 
I am positive, because I looked the matter 
up this morning, that that proposal was 
made, and opposed by the Government, 
and a division taken in this chamber, 
but seeing that the feeling was so strongly 
in favour of it, the Government agreed 
to it in another place, and it was then 
agreed to here. When we find that dif- 
ficulty in applying the pension principle 
in such cases as those, although we are all 
agreed that it 1s proper to apply it there, 
and when we find that even at the present 
time there is the greatest difficulty in 
getting an extension of these pensions to 
returned soldiers and their dependants, it 
comes with rather a bad grace from the 
Government to propose a pension of 
£1,750 per annum to the highest paid 
official in the Commonwealth, who is re- 
ceiving a salary of £3,500 per year. I 
notice that complaints have just been 
made in another State of the inadequate 
provision made for wounded soldiers and 
their dependants. According to this 
morning’s Age, one man with both legs 
off is getting 30s. a week, and 12s. a week 
provided by the Repatriation Department, 
while a man totally unable to work is get- 
ting 7s. 6d. a week, and a man totally 
blind is receiving 40s. per week. There 
are scores of other instances where the 
greatest difficulty is experienced in induc- 
ing the Government to give these paltry 
allowances. 

Senator Mitten.—Will the honorable 
senator give me the particulars of those 
cases to enable me to identify them? 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— 


TL am quoting from a report in the Age 
this morning of a statement made in 
Tasmania by a member of the House. 


I judge that one of the excuses for this 


Bill is contained in sub-clause 2 of clause 
2, which reads as follows :— 


The amount of the pension -shall be the 
amount of pension which the Chief Justice 
would have been entitled, under the laws of the 
State of Queensland, to demand if he had con- 
tinued to occupy the office of Chief Justice of 
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Queensland during the period during which he — 
Chief Justice of Aus- — 
tralia. : a 4 


has oceupied the office of 


There is an insidious attempt to couple 


this proposal with the section in the 
Constitution providing that the rights of 
all transferred officers shall be preserved. 
That is a supposed right which has been 


flagrantly violated in connexion with 


the Postal Department, not by this Go- 
vernment, but by previous Governments. 
The public servants thought when Federa- 
tion was brought about that that section 


absolutely secured them in all the rights, __ 


privileges and emoluments which they en- 
joyed under the State laws. It is 
notorious that in the Postal Department 
in South Australia, at any rate, quite 
a number of postal officials were, on 
transfer to the Commonwealth, reduced in 


some cases to the extent of £130 per year. — 


The Minister knows that to be a fact, ‘and 


a list has been published, giving the sal- — 
aries and perquisites they enjoyed from — 


the State, and the reduced amounts they 
received from the Commonwealth. Some 
technical point by the High Court has de- 
prived them of those rights. Various 


Governments haye promised to consider — 


the question, but nothing has been done, 
and those men, or, in many cases, their 


widows, are still suffering under that disa- 


bility. 
Senator 


over Federation. 


Senator - Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— | 


called a transferred officer. 


transferred. He was quite free to take 
the position or not when it was offered 


to him, and his acceptance of it was en- 
tirely voluntary. This attempt to put — 


Tuomas.—TLhe Post Office — 
officials in South Australia did very well 


The position 
was not in existence when the Common- 
wealth was inaugurated. He was not — 


— 


him in the position of a transferred officer, _ 


and to argue that, therefore, he is en- 


titled to the pension which he would 


have received asa transferred officer — 
under the provisions of the Constitution, — 


“ 
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has no force whatever. 


vd 


Ese Hughes. 
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When the pro- 
posal was debated in the first Parliament, 
and struck out by a majority of twenty- 
nine votes to twenty, amongst those who 


_ opposed it were two members of the 


present Ministry. The Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) not only opposed 
the payment of a pension, but proposed 
to reduce the salary allotted for the Chief 
_ Justice from £3,500 to £2,500 per year, 
which he said was ample for the 
position. I think it was Mr. Mauger who 
proposed to strike out the pension clause. 
Among those who voted against the grant- 
ing of pensions was one of the present 
Justices of the High Court—I refer to Mr. 
Justice Isaacs. On the other hand, Mr. 
Higgins, who is also a Justice of the High 
Court, voted for the proposal, as did Sir 
Edmund Barton, who, being a member of 
the Ministry at the time, was naturally 
one of its supporters. Mr. Poynton, an- 
other member of the present Government, 
also opposed the principle. The division 
which took place was entirely upon non- 
party lines. That is shown by the fact 
that amongst those who supported the pro- 


posal were two members of the Labour 
Re party, one ex-Prime Minister of the Com- 


monwealth, and the other, the present 
Prime Minister, the Right Honorable W. 


Labour party, including its present leader 
(Mr. Tudor), voted against the granting 
of pensions. Since then the number of 
High Court Judges has been increased 
from three to seven, and in looking 
through the records of those days one can- 
not help remarking how the old estimate 
_ of the cost of Federation has been in- 
creased from a few thousands of pounds 
to some millions. 


Senator O’Kerrre.—Does not the hon- 
-orable senator think that that estimate was 
absurd, and did not take into considera- 


tion the natural growth of our Common-» 


wealth activities? 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— 
No doubt it was absurd. It has been 
urged that it would be a calamity if a 
man occupying the distinguished and 
onerous position of a Justice of the High 


- Court should attain a state of senility 


and still hold on to his office. But the 


a 
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remedy for that state of affairs—and I 
see no reason why it should not be ap- 
pled—is to insist upon the oceupanis of 
the Judicial Bench retiring, just as do 
other public servants, when they reach 
the age limit. There is far more reason 
why that limit should operate in the case 
of Judges than in the case of other public 
servants. If, for example, the head of a 
Department gets into a doddering con- 
dition, and is unable to discharge his 
duties with the energy and ability of a 
younger man, his Department is invari- 
ably carried on by some of his subordi- 
nates, so that nobody suffers to any great 
extent. But if a Judge develops a condi- 
tion of senile decay, he cannot transfer 
his duties to anybody else, and there is thus 
the gravest danger to the lives and liberties 
of the people of the Commonwealth. Con- 
sequently, if there is to be a retiring age 
at all, it should apply to all Judges. 

Senator THomas.—It does in New 
South Wales. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O7LOGHLIN.—It 
has also been said—and very properly— 
that a Judge should be entirely inde- 
pendent of political influence. But if 
the principle which we are now asked to 
recognise is to be regarded as a precedent, 
it will undoubtedly tend to sap the inde- 
pendence of the Judicial Beneh. If the 
Justices of the High Court are to under- 
stand that their right to receive a pension 
upon their retirement will depend upon 
the favour of the Ministry of the day, it 
will unquestionably have a tendency te 
sap their independence by inducing them 
to try to please Ministers. Consequently, — 
if we are to sanction the payment of pen- 
sions at all, they should be extended to 
the whole of the Judicial Bench, in which 
case there would not be so much objection 
to the system. I repeat that if this Bill 
be passed, there will be a tendency on the 
part of our Judges to consider that it is 
very desirable that they should placate 
the Ministry of the day, in order that. 
upon their retirement, pensions should 
be provided for them. Meh 

Senator Gururm—Did that happen 
in the case of Judge Boucaut when the — 
honorable senator was Chief Secretary in 
South Australia? 


~ - 
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South Australia pensions to Judges ee 


been abolished. $ 


Senator Gururm.—After serving for 
twenty-one years on the bench, the Judges 
there could claim a pension, and the hon- 
orable senator, as Chief Secretary, kept 
Judge Boucaut on the bench. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’ LOGHLIN.— 
The present Judges of the Supreme Court 
of South Australia are not entitled to pen- 
sions. 


Senator Gururtm.—What did the hon- 
orable senator do when he was Chief Sec- 
retary of that State? 


Senator 
T do not want to go back into ancient his- 
tory. For the reasons which I have urged, 
I maintain that this pernicious principle 
of granting pensions to civil servants 
should not be introduced into the Com- 
monwealth. I entirely oppose the Bill, 
and I hope that the decision which was 
arrived at by this Parliament on a former 
occasion will be repeated. 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[11.37].—I regret that I cannot support 
the proposal of the Government. But 
before stating my objections to it I wish 
to say that, although I do not profess to 
know sufficient about law to decide whe- 
ther or not the present Chief Justice of 
the High Court has been a great lawyer 
and a great Judge, since his appointment 
to the distinguished office which he fills, 
I, in common with many other honorable 
senators, have heard numerous opinions 
of him expressed by leading barristers, 


who have all agreed that he is a brilliant - 


lawyer and Judge. So that whatever 
objection “I may entertain to the 
granting of a pension to him is not 
prompted by any suggestion that he has 
failed to discharge his duties efficiently, 
because I believe that he has discharged 
them with conspicuous ability. I hap- 
pened to be a member of the other branch 
of the Legislature when the Bill dealing 
‘with the question of the salaries to be 
paid to the Justices of the High Court 
was introduced. As Senator O’Loghlin 
has pointed out, the House of Representa- 
tives decided that no sPennon should be 
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‘tor Millen) was a member of that ] 


\ Senator THOMAS <I Is mor 


pix Sais . s 


zd C ES ery % 


sion was indorsed by the Senate. — 
first Federal Parliament laid down - 
great principle that no Fear Sener a 
be granted to civil servants 
determination was arrived at am 
years ago, but nothing has since occurre d 
to make me waver in the attitude whiel bh 
I then took up, in common with th -— 
jority of the members of this Parlia 
[f we grant this pension to the ee 


all, is but a’ ere servant, able ae 
tinguished though he be. One argum 
which has been used in favour of 


Judicial Bench, sie? mikher very 
coe sacrifices. ib se-t, ae 


“scorn See and live laborious ae 
as Judges. That idea is a delusio 
snare, and a big bluff. In this conne 
I was rather interested in reading 
official report of a ddbate which t 
place in the New South Wales Parli 
ment many years ago, at a time Migs eg a 
present Minister for Repatriation — 


ment. The discussion was inaug 
by Mr. Waddell, who moved—_ 


That, in the opinion of this House, tl 
tem of granting pensions to Judges whi 
retired from ae Service is unfair to the 


ee 
that ? 


tiate. Mr., i fetaecier Sir ( 
was the Tender of the Goverr 
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time, paki tone beed the motion. He 
_ spoke of barristers at the head of their 
~ profession in New South Wales who en- 
~~ joyed incomes of from £6,000 to £8,000, 

md even £9,500. I quite admit that if 

rere are barristers i in our midst who are 

ay eeening so much in fees, they would have 
to make a great sacrifice i in order to ac- 
~ eept a position on the Judicial Bench at 

a salary of £2,000, or even £3,500. Mr. 

Orick then said— 

AE: If Mr, Reid says any barrister in this Colony 
is receiving £9,000 the statement is an absur 
one. 

Senator Gururm.—Sir Josiah Symon 
is not earning less than that. 


Senator THOMAS.—The honorable 

: faa boy does not know what he is talk- 
ing about. Mr. Crick continued— 

If it has been said that the present Chief 

was making £9,000 a year when at the bar, it 

+ is absolutely incorrect. 

_.Mr. Reid interjected, “It is absolutely 

-eorrect”; and Mr. Crick replied— 


aoe I say that it is incorrect. I do not believe 
ish _ that he was making as much when practising 
his profession as he was receiving as Chief 


a - Justice. Although we hear this talk about bar- 
+ risters making £6,000 and £9,000 a year, I am 
Wig _ prepared to say that the majority of barristers 
ae to-day are making less than solicitors, and I 
am _a pretty fair judge of what solicitors are 


irae. 2 


mas: is nonsense to talk of men at the Bar 
earning incomes of £9,000. No person at the 
a’ Bar here earns anything like that. The man 

who igs now making far and away the largest 

income as a barrister is Sir Julian Salomons, 
and I think I am safe in saying that, taking 
one ~year with another, his professional in- 
— tome did not exceed £4,000. 


- _-‘Mr. Wilks thereupon ATS 


~ The thanks of the Committee are due to the 
honorable member for West Macquarie, who 
has destroyed the glamour that surrounds the 
legal profession. We have too long had this 
question of sacrifice held up to us. 


Sir Henry Parkes stated— 


Now, I am one of those who believe that the 
present salaries are too high, and that the pen- 
sions are too high. The Supreme Court of 
America is one of the greatest Courts in the 

world, and the salaries of the Federal Judges 

are not equal to the salaries of the Judges” of 
oe the Supreme Court of this small Colony. 


es In Victoria the leader of the Bar, at. 


s time, was Mr. Cussen. He was a very 
> and distinguished barrister. At that 


time his fees would not amount to cB 
above £4,000 per annum. He gave u 
practice to become a Judge in this Rite 
at a salary of £2,700. It should not be 
overlooked that pensions are granted in 
Victoria. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that every Judge does not necessarily 
receive a pension. A certain amount of 
money is allocated for pensions, and the 
sum has to be pooled. If there are a 
number of Judges already on the retired 
list, it is possible that another, upon re- 
tiring, would not secure a pension. 

Senator Mintten.—Does that mean, the 
less pensioners the more each secures? 

Senator THOMAS.—Yes. The leader 
of the Bar in Victoria was prepared to 
give up his private salary for a judge- 
ship at £2,700. There is not so much 
sacrifice as we are asked to believe about 
this business when men like Mr. Cussen 
are agreeable to throw up their meomes 
as barristers and occupy seats on the 
Bench. 3 

Senator Grant.—There is a regular 
struggle for judgeships. 


Senator THOMAS.—That is so; but 
many people say, “ We must pay a ‘high 
salary and grant a big pension in order 
to get these good men.” That is bluff. 
These gentlemen are only too anxious to 
secure such a position. I will now read 
a quotation from a book written by Mr. 
A. ©. Plowden, a police magistrate in 
London. He had been a rising, but not 
yet really prominent, barrister. He ac- 


cepted the police magistracy at £1,000 a 
year. Mr. Plowden says— 


The only really contented barrister is the 
man who is making £2,000 a year with little or 
no variation, and “who has a comfortable pri- 
vate fortune to stistain him in -case of need, 
. . There is no standing still at the 
Bar. Once in the stream you must move with 
it or be stranded; or, to avoid a metaphor, 
many have too little to do, a few have too 
much. Those who have too little are sustained 
by hope... The success of the few is qualified 
by the fear of losing what they have. There 
is no peace to be found except on the Bench; 
and there is no Bench so humble as not to 
offer some temptation to the wise man who 
has come to recognise the truth that success 
at the Bar, unless it be very far-reaching, is 
not worth the candle. 


The sacrifices which our leading barristers. 
make by accepting positions on the Bench 
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are not what some people would have us 
believe. 


In moving the second reading of the 
Bill the Minister Repatriation (Sena- 
‘or Millen) advanced the argument that, 
aad Sir Samuel Griffith remained on the 
Queensland State Bench he would have 
been entitled to a pension; and, that by 
accepting the Commonwealth High Court 
Judgeship, he had had te sacrifice that 


oension. Therefore, he contended, we 
would be doing no more than _ jus- 
‘ice by granting a pension equal 
‘o what Sir Samuel had foregone 


in Queensland. If that be the case, 
the same applies to Mr. Justice Rich, for 


the reason that, being .a Judge in the 


State of New South Wales, he was en- 


titled to a pension. But Sir Samuel 
Griffith accepted the transfer with his 
ayes open. There was no compulsion. 
He was not a transferred civil servant. 


The point which has already been 
stressed by Senator O’Loghlin is really 
the most important feature of the pro- 
oosal. The honorable senator rightly stated 
that it is a dangerous precedent to pay 
a Judge anything over and above what 
was gr: anted to him upon his appointment. 
The effect might be that a Judge would 
seek to curry favour with the powers that 
be. Some years ago, I was talking with 
a distinguished barrister,~and I remarked 
that I had often thought it hard that a 
barrister might be appointed as a puisne 
Judge, and that, at’ a later stage, the 
Chief Justiceship might , become vacant. 
In such circumstances, a barrister—junior 
in his profession to the  puisne 
Judge—would probably be promoted. over 
the head of the latter. I added that I 
should have thought that an individual 
who had been chosen as a Judge would, 
on account of the experience thus gained, 
have proved the more suitable occupant 
of the position of Chief Justice. The 
barrister replied that such a promotion 
would never do, because once a Judge had 
been appointed under our present system, 
he had no right to look for further ad- 
vancement. That is a sound principle, 
because if a Judge accepted an appoint- 
ment with the idea that he might later 
gain promotion, there might be a ten- 
dency to seek favour from those .in 

Senator Thomas. 
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authority. It appears to me then, to be- 
a dangerous precedent to appoint a 


Judge on a fixed salary, and with no pro-— 


mise of a pension, and afterwards to 
grant a pension. There was no secret 
understanding, in the case of Sir Samuel 
Griffith that he would get a pension. The 
Federal Parliament has laid down the 


principle that civil servants shall not be — 
I will vote against 


entitled to pensions. 
the Bill. 


Senator GUY (Tasmania) [11.59].—I 


oppose this Bill. I remember reading 
some years ago the history of Sir Samuel 


Griffith in the Queensland Parliament, - 
and I recall his subsequent appointment 


to the High Court Bench of Australia. 
Though I have,not been brought into con- 
tact with him, I have been led to con- 
clude that he is a man of very great 
ability, and that he has performed his 
duties with satisfaction to the community. 
But his remuneration has been handsome 


in comparison with the salaries received 


by occupants of similar positions in other 
British communities. I have no objec- 
tion to Sir Samuel Griffith receiving a 
fair salary; and, if the occupant of a 
Judgeship were not “being paid what 
seemed to me an adequate sum, I would 
not hesitate to support an _ increase. 
T agree with Senator Thomas and Senator 


O’Loghlin that it is extremely unwise to 
introduce the pension system into the 


Commonwealth Civil Service. Sir Samuel 


Griffith may not be regarded as a civil  _ 
servant, but he is a servant of the Com- 
monwealth, and we should remember that 


many years ago Parliament laid down 


the principle that there should be no ~ 
It strikes me | 

as extremely unfair to propose paying a’ 
pension to a high-salaried official, while 
others in the Service—people who: hive: ia R 


pensions for civil] servants. 


served the Commonwealth quite as faith- 


fully—have no hope of a pension. 


The 


introduction of this principle will cause — 


a great deal of dissatisfaction, especially 
to civil servants in receipt of saleriee from 


£200 to £300 per year, because of the 
fact that they have no right to expect 


similar privileges. It is well known that 
when Sir:Samuel Griffith was Premier of 


Queensland he introduced a Bill to ins — 
crease a salary of the Chief Justice of that — 


Y 


¥ 


; + 

State to £3,500 a year, and afterwards 
took the position himself, with pension 
rights. Subsequently, when the position 
of the Chief Justice of the Commonwealth 
was created, Sir Samuel sought and ob- 
tained it. He took that course of action 
with his eyes open, as Senator Thomas has 
said, because it was definitely stated at 
the time that the position would carry 
no pension rights. 


I have no doubt that Sir Samuel . 


Grifith has done his work very well. 
So have hundreds of others. in_ the 
community, who have little hope of 
a pension when they retire> Already, 
many persons are beginning to complain. 
I have in mind a gentleman, a leading 
official in the Customs Department, whose 
time for retirement will come shortly. 
He was formerly a servant of the State, 
and, like Sir Samuel Griffith, came over 
to the Commonwealth Service. He is 
going to get very little when he retires. 


The man who is working for 6s. or 7s. a 


day—and I know a lot of men who get 
this wage—has no hope of any relief ex- 
cept the old-age pension. 


Senator Russrtyt.—In what State are 


men working for that wage to-day ? 


ae Senator GUY.—I know of men who 


have worked for 15s. a week, but I am 
not saying they are Commonwealth ser- 
vants. — 

Senator RussreLtt.—Healthy men ? 


Senator GUY.—Yes. Of course, they 
may get a ration with the wage, but that 
is all the money they receive. A few 
years ago a large landed proprietor told 
me he never gave more than 19s. a week 
to his employees, and I know of one em- 
ployer who called one of his men ‘“‘ Faith- 
ful John ’’ because he would work for six- 
teen hours a day, and was always ready 
to do anything that was asked of him. 


- When at last that man lost a little of his 
_ vigour, his employer said to him, ‘‘ John, 


don’t you think it is time you applied for 
the old-age pension?’’ He wanted then 
to get rid of ‘‘ Faithful John,’’ who had 
always been so willing to work and do 
things which other men did not care to 
do. The old man came to me, and I was 
instrumental in securing the old-age pen- 


sion for him. Line repairers—men who 
are out all day and in all weathers—get 
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no pension when they retire, and, gene- 
rally speaking, right throughout the com- 
munity the men who produce the wealth 
can only look forward to the old-age pen- 
sion. 


I believe that when the Old-age Pen- 
sion Bill was under consideration in the 
other House some years ago, one honor- 
able member said the working men spent 
their money on luxurious living. If I 
had been in that Chamber at the time I 
would have taken the opportunity to tell 
him that nobody who worked for him ever 
had much of a chance to obtain luxuries. 

Senator THomas.—And did not one 
honorable member of that House declare 
that the pension scheme interfered with 
the moral fibre of the nation ? | 

Senator GUY.—I believe that is so. 
Senator O’Loghlin, I think, made some 
reference to the inadequate pensions being 
paid to some of our returned soldiers. I 
know of one case in which the parents of 
a deceased soldier are getting only 7s. 
6d; a week. That was the value of that 
young man’s life,’so to speak. 

Senator RusseLtit.—Of course, the hon- 
orable senator knows that the amount of 
the pension is based’ on dependency. 

Senator GUY.—I know that; but the 
people outside do not look at these mat- 
ters in that way. ‘They think that pro- 
vision should be made to meet these 
cases. The officials of the Pensions De- 
partment are sympathetic, and also hold 
the same opinion. I know of a woman 
in a delicate state of health whose step- 
son was killed before he went to the 
Front. He was not giving her very 
much, but during his absence his father 
died, and the woman who was left with 
some’ young children was unable to get 
any pension, because she was only the 
stepmother of the soldier boy who had 
been killed. These things, when they be- 
come known, touch the hearts of the com- 
munity, and naturally people will be up 
in arms at the proposal to pay this: pen- 


sion to the Chief Justice. 


I believe that in what I am trying to 
say I am expressing the view, not only 
of Labour supporters throughout ‘the 
Commonwealth, but also of a large num- 
ber of people who do not support Labour. | 
They do not want this system introduced 
into the Commonwealth Service. I say 
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that if a man in reeeipt of £3,500 a year 
for a long period cannot make provision 
for his old age, it is very largely his own 
fault. 
makes no provision forhis old age, 
the bulk of the community express 
the opimion that. it serves him 
right for having spent his money 
instead of having put something 
by for his old age. If it is right in one 
ease te pay a pension, it is right in other 
eases. Thousands of people are eking 
out an existence on a miserable remunera- 
tion without any hope of relief, except 
the old-age pension. I suppose the Minis- 
terial party have-come to a decision in 
this matter, and that there is not much 
hope of the Bill being rejected; but I 
trust it will not be taken further, Sir 
Samuel Griffith has no doubt been a good 
servant, and I sympathize with him in 
his infirmity; but that is no reason why 
we should introduce the pension system 
into the Commonwealth Service, and 
apply it all round. If we do not apply it 
all round in an equitable way, we shall 
be doing something that is unfair. I 
express in these words my strongest oppo- 
sition to the measure. 


Senator BARKER (Victoria) [12.15]. 
—I must protest against the proposed pen- 
sion being granted to this man. It was 
laid down at the inception of the Federal 
Parliament that no pensions should be 
paid to the Judges of the High Court. 


I remember that in the debates of the 


Federal Convention it was contended 
that the system of pensions prevailing in 
the States should not be grafted on to 
the Federal Service. Honorable senators 
are aware that it was provided in con- 
nexion with the Public Service that, in 


lieu of the pensions to which many public 


servants were entitled in the State Ser- 
vices, they should be compelled to insure 
so that they might provide their own pen- 
sions. JI remember that the same prin- 
ciple was applied to the police in Vic- 
toria. and it was decided that those ap- 
pointed after’a certain time would have 


to make provision for themselves when 
te the age for Sapte have no cause to fear want in 
old age. We were told that the pr 


It cannot be said that by refusing the 


they had arrived 
ment. 


proposed pension, we should be doing any 


injustice to the man who has held the 


If a man getting £4 a week 


> 


age. Why should not pensions be 
to members of Parliament if it is ri 
to pay a pension in this case? The a1 
ment in_the case of members of Pa 
ment is that they are paid adequate ; 
“ries, and are therefore entitled to no 
muneration on their retirement, w 
may be forced upon them by people outsi¢ 
Why should not members of this Parli 
ment be entitled to some remuneratio 
when they retire, in respect of the ser- 
vicés they have renderd to the country 
I have been a public man for thirty year: 
and when I die I shall leave very liti 
behind me for those who may b 
pendent on me. If at the end c 
term as a member of the Senate, 
shouldered out into a cold and cruel wor 
what sympathy do honorable senat 
think I will get. The friends I ha 
helped, and those for whom I ha 
worked for over a quarter of a century 
will, if I should complain, turn rou: 
and say, ‘‘ You were damn well paid, a1 
should have made provision for your 
old age.’’ “gat 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon 
T. Givens).—Order! The honorable sena- 
tor is using language which is not parli 
mentary. ay ee 
Senator BARKER.—I believe 


eve that 

so; but that is the kind of thing th: 

would be said to me. Honorable senate 
are aware that every member of Pa 
ment is called upon to make many ¢ 
tributions which are not demanded f: 
other people, and he has comparativel 
little of his salary left for himself. He 
ig a man who has been receiving £3,500 
a year, and has drawn from the public 
£80,000 for the services that he has ren- 
dered the country. Yet we find the par 
in power in this Parliament are pre 
pared to give him a pension of £1, 
a year to retire upon, so that he 


was a Win-the-war Government, | 
E ‘ *. peg) 
economy Government. They 


posed to economize in public e 


r3 : ae PN : 

and yet they do not hesitate to submit 
_ @uch a proposal\as is contained in this 
Bs, Bil. | : 


t would be bettar to provide pensions 
wx all public servants than to adopt this 


_ probably equal to the services rendered 


warded in the same way. The general 
body of publie servants are not to be 
provided for in this way, because it is con- 
tended that they are paid adequately for 
their services and should make their own 
provision for old-age. It seems to 

be assumed that this man, who has re- 
_ eeived a salary of £3,500 per year, and 


has drawn altogether £80,000 from the. 


- «community, could not have made any 

provision for the time when. old-age 
_ ¢reeps upon him. In his case a grate- 

ful country is supposed to say, ‘‘ You 

have certainly been paid an adequate 
_ salary for your services. We have paid 
you £80,000 for those services, but will 
you kindly take a pension of £1,750 a 
year. We think that you ought to be 
_ properly provided for. We do not de- 


> 


4 


\ 


‘ 


sire that the wolf should knock at your 
door, or that you should suffer the pangs 
of hunger.’’ It is a strange world we 
_ live in, and one of the strangest things 
in it is that itis the fat pig that gets 
_ the most grease. I remember the pro- 
tests that were made against the establish- 
ment of old-age pensions, and the diffi- 
_ culty we had to convince people that they 
should be paid. Personally, I should” 
like the old-age pension proposed under 
this Bill, and many people outside I know 
~ would be glad to accept it. This Par- 
-fiament provided the Chief Justice of 


the High Court with a salary sufficient to 
enable him to provide for his old age, 
and did so on the distinct understanding 
that he would not be entitled to a 

_ pension. 
There is another very serious phase of 
this question which requires to be con- 
aidered. We see that the benches on 
_ the Government side are practically 
empty, but when the whip is cracked and 
a vote is taken on this Bill it will be car- 


_ That means, if it means anything at all, 
Si : oh : - 


Po 


ie: ried by a vote recorded on party lines. | 
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that a Judge of the High Court is de- 
pendent upon a political party for a pen- 
sion. Public opinion concerning the 
present Government is undergoing a 
change, as has been indicated by the re- 
sult of the Corangamite election, and in 
the course of time a different Government 
will take their place. The members of 
that Government may, in the case of a 
Judge of the High Court reaching the 
retiring age, say to him, ‘‘ You have had 
a royal time. You have been in receipt 
of an adequate salary, and could have- 
made provision for your old age. 


is not proposed in this Bill that pensions 
shall be paid to all Judges of the High 
Court, but to a single individual, and so 
the other Judges apparently are to be 
left dependent upon the view taken con-. 
cerning them by the political party that 
may happen. to be in power when the time 
comes for their retirement from the 
Bench. That is unfair and unjust to 
them. If a pension is to be paid to one, 
all should be entitled to similar treat- 
ment. SR sake 


When twenty-four or twenty-five years 
ago J was advocating the payment of pen- 
sions to our aged people, I was told that 
to establish a system of old-age pensions 
would undermine thrift. It was sug- 
gested that if such pensions were granted, 
men who at that time were getting 4s. 6d. 
and 5s. per day would not be encouraged 
to be thrifty. Here ts a man who-has 
been receiving £3,500 a year, and ap- 
parently it will not in his case under- _ 
mine thrift if he is given a pension. 
Under the proposal submitted by the Go- 
vernment it would appear that there is 
to be favoritism, selection, and _prefer- 
ence in the payment of pensions to Judges 
of the High Court. When Mr. Justice 
Higgins, for instance, comes to retire 
there may be a political party in power 
that will take an entirely different view 
of his case. The Government then may - 
say, ‘‘ You were adequately paid, and 
we do not think you are entitled to a pen- 
sion.’”’ This is a vicious procedure to 
adopt because of its possible party aspect, 
and it is objectionable also on the ground 
that if at is right that 4 Judge of the 
High Court should be paid a_ pension, 


Wedo — 
not propose to give you a pension.” It 
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then the Administrator of the Northern 
Territory and other public servants hold- 
ing high positions should be treated in the 
same way. In fact, all in high positions 
in the service of the Commonwealth 
should be entitled to exactly the same con- 
sideration on arriving at the retiring age; 
otherwise it is unjust. If this Bill is 
passed, the other Judges will expect the 
same treatment when they retire, but 
there may be a change of Government, 
and a retiring Judge may be disap- 
pointed. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—The honorable senator will 
allow me to remind him that his argu- 
ment may be very good and cogent, but 
he has repeated it so. often that it is be- 
coming wearisome. 

Senator BARKER.—I protest against 
this political patronage being conferred 
on Judges or any one else. 
sion is to be granted, the Government 
should take into consideration the ques- 


tion of pensions to members of Parlia- - 


ment when they are forcibly retired from 
public life. I am an old man now, and 
when my time comes to be retired into 
private life I shall not have provided for 
my old age, and may have to knock at the 
door of the Pensions Office to ask for an 
old-age pension. I cannot get from a 
grateful, or ungrateful, country a pension 
of £200, or even £100, let alone £1,750 
per annum. Look outside to the thousands 
of men and women who are struggling 
under conditions altogether different from 
those which this man has experienced, 
and who have never had the opportunity 
to provide for a rainy day. When I first 
had to struggle for my living under con- 
ditions that I should not like to detail to 
the Senate, I was told that I must pro- 
vide for a rainy day. It has been rain- 
ing every day with me ever since, and it 
has rained continuously for many other 
people. 

Senator Russerr.—And now comes the 
storm !) 

Senator BARKER.—The honorable 
senator went through it, but he has for- 
gotten it since he reached his present posi- 
tion. I remember when he and I could 
not jingle one shilling upon another, but 
times have changed, and some people 


If this pen- 


change with them. I always think of the 
people outside. I am of them, 
from them, and I owe my political life 
to them. I never forget, and never can 
forget, the struggle for life. When I see 
men who have been in the sunshine for 
the whole of their lives receiving extra 


consideration from the Government, after — 
drawing £3,500 per year, or a total of 


£80,000, from the public 
The PRESIDEN T.—Order !: 


I shall 


have to ask the honorable senator to dis- | 


I come — 


; 
* 


continue his remarks if he persists In ree 


peating things he has ‘said at least a 
dozen times. 
to the fact that he was going to repeat 
statements previously made. 


He himself called attention — 


Senator’ BARKER--It is avell tomes 


peat things here or outside. 


The PRESIDENT.—It ‘is unparlia- 


mentary to do so here. 


Senator BARKER.—I am going to re- 
peat it as often as I think necessary. It 


is very seldom that I trouble the Senate. — 

The PRESIDENT.—I have nothing to 
do with that. My only desire is to see that 
the honorable senator observes the Stand- 
ing Orders. , 

Senator BARKER.—I cannot overlook 
tle fact that this is a damnable proposal, 
and ought not to be carried. 


The PRESIDENT.—Order! I must 


ask the honorable senator to use more par- 


liamentary language. 


Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [12.85]—I enter my protest 
against the indiscriminate granting of 


pensions to public servants, no matter 
how high they are in rank. When I 


was supporting a Government on the other — 


- 


side, 1 always opposed anything of this 


description, and while I am here I always — = 


shall. A man enters the Public Service 
of the Commonwealth with the full know- 


ledge of what it means to him, and what — 


the conditions will be when he retires. It 


is not fair or just that when he is about to ~ 


retire the Government should bring down 


a Bill to specialize in his case for a pen-— 

I do not pro- 
pose to compare the recipient of this pen- 
sion with a returned soldier or anybody — 
It is the principle I oppose, as I~ 


sion or retiring allowance. 


else. 


always have done. Persons in these 


high positions in the Public Service 
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receive sufficient to protect themselves 
from want when they have to retire. When 
this gentleman left the State Service he 
knew where he was going. He could esti- 

_ mate roughly how many years of life re- 
mained to him, and he should have made 
arg during his working years for 
imself and those dependent on him. 
Since the very inauguration of Federa- 
tion the principle has been, laid 
down that the Commonwealth must be 
free from that incubus of pensions to pub- 
lic servants which the States have always 
borne. If we are to have pensions for 
public servants generally, let us know it. 

I cannot say that I would very strongly 
oppose a scheme by which men during the 
time of their service contributed a cer- 
tain amount of their salary, and their 
employer — the Commonwealth — aug- 
mented the fund, to provide pensions for 
them when they retired. But under pre- 
sent conditions! they know full well when 
they enter the Service that they have to 
provide for themselves. If the salary is 

not sufficient for them to do so, let us 
give them more. I was sent here specially 

to help to discontinue the system by which 

the States have had for many years to 

__ provide large pensions funds for public 
servants. In New South Wales I have 
seen public servants retire at a very early 
age, when they were quite capable of giving 
years of good service. Those who walk in 


the same paths of life as I do, 
‘know full well that during their 
working years they ‘have to _ save 
* from their scanty earnings — suffi- 


cient to keep them in their old age from 

the asylums of the State. There is no 
superannuation or pension for them, They 
- are the hard-working members of the 
community who produce the wealth. That 
is the principle upon which the founda- 
tions, of this Commonwealth were laid— 
the principle that public servants must 
stand alone, and not rely on the charity 
of the Commonwealth when their time 
comes to retire. I have always opposed 
measures of this description from the 
highest to the lowest, and so long as IT am 
here [ shall continue to do so. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
-—12.40].—In the vernacular, this Bill 
is an effort to ‘‘grease the fatted pig.’’ It 
is one of the most impudent proposals that 
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the Government have yet submitted to 
the Senate. If it were a general proposal 
it would not be entertained’ for a 
nioment. I disagree entirely with those 
who say that it would be a good thing to 
have a general Federal scheme of pen- 
sions subscribed to by those in the Public 
Service, and supplemented by the Com- 
monwealth, unless at the same time an 
equally satisfactory scheme is made appli- 
cable to those who are not inside the 
charmed circle. Those who have perma- 
nent positions should not be continually 
trying to aggrandise themselves at the 
expense of the unfortunate small wage 
earners outside. In New South Wales we 
had the greatest possible difficulty in get- 
ting the local farmers to agree to a general 
scheme of old-age pensions, not of £5 per 
day | 

Senator Barnes.—You heard a lot 
about thrift in that argument. 


Senator GRANT.—Yes, the pension was 
going to sap the moral fibre of the 
workers. Their backbone was to fizzle 
out, and they would not be able to stand 
up. We were always told that we ought 
to stand on our own resources, to make 
provision for the rainy day, and not to 
rely upon the State for a pauper dole. 
Many things might be said against even 
a general scheme of old-age pensions, but 
the weight of argument is certainly on the 
side of those who favour a scheme of old- 
age pensions to be paid from the Con- 
solidated Revenue, and to apply to all 
citizens alike. At the present time the 
old-age pension fund is being adminis- 
tered by the Commonwealth, and the pay- 
ments from it run into between £3,000,000 
and £4,000,000 per annum. Invalid 
pensions, also amount to a substantial 
sum every year, but this Bill is an effort 
to make special provision for one man. I 
do not know how long the present Go- 
vernment may be in office, but if ever I 
have an opportunity, I shall certainly 
make one to repeal this measure. Why 
should the Commonwealth be called upon 
to pay a pension of this kind, and when 
I say ‘‘ the Commonwealth,’’ I mean the 
men and women who constitute the na- 
tion? It is a humiliating, disgraceful 
fact that the Commonwealth Administra- 
tion is raking up coppers from the whole 
community at every possible point, largely 
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is no justification for it. 


from the poorer sections, 
money to a man who has been drawing at 
least £10 per day, not for one day or one 
month, but during a long period of years. 
What an impudent proposal it is to levy 
a tax upon the whole community year 
after year in order to provide an annual 
pension, contribution, or dole to a man 
who has been getting so substantial a 
salary for so long a period! If such a 
proposition were submitted to a vote of 
the electors, not one man on the other 
side would be returned who made it a vital 
plank of his platform. He dare not do 
it; and honorable senators opposite sup- 
port it only because their party hap- 
pens to be temporarily in _ office, 
and they think they can get it through. 

There are tens of thousands of people 
in this countr y who do not average an in- 
come of £3 per week. The Chief Justice 
of the High Court, however, has for many 
years been receiving far more than that 
amount per day. Yet it is now proposed 
to give him a pension which represents 
daily very considerably more than the 
average weekly earnings of the workers of 
this country. A pension of £1,750 a 
year is equivalent to more than £5 per 
day. That is a proposal which ought not 
to be entertained for a moment. There 
If a man ex- 
pends his money foolishly, that is his 
affair. I do not know the Chief Justice, 
and I do not know whether he has been 
unfortunate in his speculations, er other- 
wise. That is not my business, nor is it 
the business of this Parliament. But I 
do know that he has received enormous 
sums from the Commonwealth. He is, I 
understand, the highest paid official in 
Australia. Yet, through his friends here, 

he comes along, and begs, and prays, and 
cadges, asking that the pennies collected 
from the widows and children of deceased 
soldiers should be handed over to him. 


Senator Baxnap.—Are not the pennies 
collected also to be handed over to the 
relatives of deceased soldiers? 


Senator GRANT.—Apparently, they 


- are to be handed over to the Chief Jus- 


tice first. It is quite true, as Senator 
Bakhap suggests, that the taxes levied on 
the small people are to be paid into a 
Commonwealth fund, but whereas the 


widow of a deceased soldier after a long 


Nr 


to give this 


widow of a deceased soldier receives only — 


Seroel may get a pension of £2 | 
week, we are invited to grant the Ch 
Justice a pension of more than £30 per 
week. Why should Sir Samuel ae 
get a pension of that amount, while’ the — 


£2 per week. If men will squander 1 their — 
money, and act foolishly, that is their = 
business. There are many public se 
vants gvho do that sort o1 thing just. ae ea 


Susi Rae Ste and why should we ees 
the assistance of the Chief Justice of the 
High Court? -What steps have been 
taken by Sir Samuel. Griffith and his — ee 

friends to bring such pressure to bear on = 
the Ministry as to induce them to com- Pass) 
mandeer this money ? ait a 


Senator Gururire,—The hones donas,. be 
tor must recollect that he was one of the ee 
framers of our Constitution. Pe Sea 

Senator GRANT.—I andaair onal ie ait 
the Queensland Constitution wasamended  — 
for the purpose of increasing the salary se 
paid fo the Chief Justrtce of that State — ants 
by £1,000 a year. When that had been — ge 


done, Sir Samuel Griffith appointed him- 
self to the job. I hepe that there will Sa 
be sufficient honorable senators Bese Sigs 
to defeat this proposal. wie 


Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 
[12.50].—The’ Bill now before honors 
senators leads me to believe that the — 
system of pensions operating in Australia 
is based upon wrong lines. 
a pension system—a system by which 
every citizen of the Commonwealth, upon nee 
attaining a specified age, should be en- 
titled to the advantage of a pension. In» 
other words, I believe in a system analo- ie 
gous to our old-age and invalid pensions 
system. a 


Senator Baxuar.—But the honorable 
senator does not suggest that those pen- 


sions are sufficient at the present time ? 


Senator FERRICKS.—No. Themen 
and women who have pioneered Aus 
tralia, and who have made it possible for _ 
gentlemen like the Chief Justice of the Big 
High Court to be appointed to such Bee 
position, are entitled to some considera- cate a: 
tion. If that gentleman is in necessitous _ hae ot 
circumstances in his = age, let state i ag 


yer 
~ ~iee 


Ber 


bie for him, it is not sufficient for other 
___ people, and should be increased. I recol- 
lect that, some years ago, the Chief 


Justice of the High Court was the 
eS. ttorney-General of the State of 
Queensland. Seeing that this Bill 
has been submitted for the specific pur- 
pose of providing a pension for that 
gentleman, it is impossible, in discussing 
it, to ignore the personal aspect. When 
Sir Samuel Griffith was Attorney-General 
of Queensland, as the result of an arrange- 
ment which was arrived at, the salary of the 
Chief Justice of that State was increased 
from £2,500 a year to £3,500 a year. As 
_- soon as that had been done, he accepted 
the position. The increase was made in 
order that the then Liberal Government 
of Queensland might get rid of his opposi- 
tion to them. It is a noteworthy fact 
that most Judges seem.to have their eye 
firmly fixed on the main chance. It re- 
minds me of the way in which Sir William 
__ Irvine used to preach about conscription 
and the war. But as soon as he was offered 
~ the position of Chief Justice of Victoria, 
he accepted it, and said no more about con- 
_-seription. 
 ~When Federation was established, Sir 
- Samuel Griffith had served on the Judicial 
‘Bench in Queensland about one-half of 
the term necessary to entitle him to a pen- 
gion of about £1,500 a year. 
tions were then thrown out that he should 
-_ be granted a pension of £1,750 a year as 
_ Chief Justice of that State, notwithstand- 
_ ing that he had served only about one- 


it - . 
Le 


half the statutory term, to enable him to. 
He. 


enter the first Federal Parliament. 

__- was a statesman, and a great constitutional 
- authority, and he desired to enter that 
Parliament-if, in addition to the salary of 
£400 a year then payable to its members, 

he was guaranteed by the State of Queens- 


land a pension of £1,750 a year. Remem- 


bering these things, it is galling that we 


should now be asked to pay him a pension’ 


_ of £35 a week for doing nothing. Queens- 
bc: land has had some experience of highly- 


f 


. Many of them have immediately be- 


Sugges- 


a oe pensioners who have retired to civil- 
at / 


. 


- 
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‘taken themselves to London, where they 


have drawn pensions of £8,000 or £9,000 

a year, without ever giving a thought to — 
the State they had left. The same thing 
may happen if we grant this pension. Sir 
Samuel Griffith may say good-bye to Aus- 
tralia. We all know that some of the in- 
dividuals who have been pensioned did not 
really require the pensions which they re- 
ceived. But they nevertheless accepted 
them. Whether they gave the money to 
their relatives in Australia or elsewhere 
is not known. But it is known that the 


money was taken from the taxpayers of 


Queensland. We have heard repeated 
homilies in this chamber on the necessity 
for the exercise of economy on the part of — 


the Government. I think that I may 


fairly call Senator Fairbairn the leader 


of the Economy party in this Senate. Is 
he going to support the Bill, and thus give 
evidence of inconsistency? If he does, he 
should for ever_abandon the preaching of 
economy. It must be very edifying to 
returned soldiers, who, in many cases, are 
not being fairly dealt with, to realize that 
a pension of £35 per week is to be paid to 
a gentleman who, at least, is not in want. 
I was rather surprised—indeed, I was 
pained—to hear an expression which fell 
this morning from the’lips of an honorable 
senator opposite. I am one of those who 
made no lavish promises to our soldiers 
before they went to the Front. I did not 
promise them the moon on their return. 
But lavish promises were made, and when 
this morning Senator O’Loghlin quoted 
the case of a soldier who has lost both his 
legs, and complained that this unfortunate - 
man has not been provided with suitable 
employment, or with an adequate pension,’ 
an honorable senator opposite interjected 
that perhaps he would not work before he — 
went to the war. 
Senator Farrparrn,—I do not think 
that he was the same man. It was a case 
of two different men. | 


Senator FERRICKS.—I do not think 
it is the function of honorable senators’ 
to decide whether or not a returned soidier, 
who is in necessitous circumstances, was a - 
good worker before he went to the war, 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.80 pmo — 


”% 
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Senator FERRICKS.—However high 


may have been the qualifications of Sir 
Samuel Griffith, there is one attribute 
which he cannot claim—eminent jurist 
though he be. He has never been and 
never would have been a good Australian, 
in the Federal sense. In the interpreta- 
tion of constitutional questions he always 
adopted the narrowest and most im- 
movable aspect of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. When the Judiciary Act was 
passed in 1903, it was specifically stated 
that no pension would attach to a Federal 
Judgeship. That having been laid down, 
a rate of salary commensurately high was 
fixed. All the Judges of the High Court, 
including the Chief Justice, accepted 
their appointments with their eyes open. 
It is not fair that a position which «vas 
guarded against at that time should now 
be established by means of a side issue. 
The subject of this measure has demeaned 
himself by permitting it to come before 
the Federal Legislature; and, if he ac- 
cepts the pension, his attitude will not be 
in keeping with the dignity of his office, 
nor will it be justified by the amount of 
salary he has drawn since his elevation 
to the Federal Bench. It is an unwar- 
ranted proposition to confer upon any 
individual a pension at the rate of £35 
a week. When we are asked to pass such 
a measure as this, and when at the same 
time we realize the tense times ahead of 
Australia financially, we might well be 
led to believe that the disposal of these 
odd thousands is a mere bagatelle to the 
ruling powers. We are well aware of the 
hardships suffered by many people to-day. 
We fully recognise that the rate of pay- 
ment for old-age pensions, though it - 
been increased to 12s. 6d. per week, 

nothing like adequate. I cannot one 
ciate the attitude of those honcrable 
senators who preach economy.. I can orly 
describe their support of the Bill as in- 
consistent; I do not wish to employ a 
harsher term. In view of the evident in- 
tentions of honorable gentlemen in this 
chamber; and recollecting the numbers 
upon the division in another place, I am 
forced to believe that the matter is being 
decided on party lines. The most urgent 
phase of the pension question to-day has 
relation to returned soldiers. I intend to 
draw the attention of all returned men 
who come to me with their complaints of 


& 
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unjust treatment to the action of the ‘Gori Eo 
vernment in granting a pension of £35 a ei 


week to one man in Australia. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN ( Victoria) 
[2.35].—I would not have risen but for 
certain remarks of Senator Ferricks, in 
which he referred to some ‘interjections 
made when Senator O’Loghlin was speak- 
ing. Those were in reference, particu- 


larly, to a paragraph in the Age to-day. : 
Senator O’Loghlin mentioned three cases — 


of hardship in which Tasmanian soldiers 


were concerned. 
stated that an interjection was made to 
the effect that a man who had lost his 
leg would not work. No such interjection 
was made. There were three cases 
alluded to in the report, and it seems that 
Senator Ferricks has got them~ mixed. 
The first case quoted 
O’Loghlin was reported as follows :— 
Mr. Newton brought under the notice of the 
Premier the dissatisfaction existing in the 
matter of. pensions to returned soldiers. 
man with both legs putated received 30s. a 
week and 12s. fromthe Repatriation Fund, 
which was insufficient. 
If that man had dependants, they 
would receive a further sum from 
the Repatriation Fund. 


to the money mentioned in the re- 


port, incapacitated soldiers are pro- 
vided with necessary medical atten-- 
tion. I do not say that that is adequate 


to meet the case of a man who has lost 
his legs; but I point out that the pay- 
ments and attentions which this man re- 
celves are just what were set out and 
agreed upon by Parliament. The next 


case mentioned was that of a man who | 


could not work, having been shot three 
times in the leg, and it was stated that he 
was in receipt of 7s. 6d. a week. The Min- 


ister for Repatriation ( Senator Millen) 
has informed me that a man in those ~ 
circumstances is entitled to a pension of 
a week, with free medical at- = 


£2 10s. 
tendance until he can work. The pension 


would continue until he was able todo 
work of a remunerative character; and, 
in fact, he would get such a sum from KS 
the Repatriation Department as would 
insure that his receipts did not fall below= __ 
£2 2s. per week. The third case recorded 
in the Age has to do with a blind man 


who is getting 40s. a week. I understand 


that blind returned soldiers receive £3 


> 


Senator Ferricks has — 


by Senator — 


One | 


In _ addition 


Chief Justice’s 


10s. per week, and there is a proposal 
now for the sum to be increased to £4, 
which is little enough. 


Senator Baxnar.—And “they may 
secure an attendant to wait upon them. 


- Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I believe that 


~ is so. 


I am pleased that the Minister in- 
tends to put these matters straight. He 
has undertaken to send a telegram to 


Tasmania to ascertain the exact facts with 


repect to those cases. We have pledged 
ourselves that every soldier requiring 
help shall receive the fairest possible treat- 
ment. : 


Senator Frerricks.—The person to be 
dealt with in this Bill is not a returned 


soldier. i 


* 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—In Victoria 
there are only fourteen blind returned 
soldiers at present, so that any addition 
of payment to them would be but a small 
matter. | 
Senator Ferricks has appointed me 
leader of the ‘‘Economy party.’’ The need 
for economy is very great, particularly in 
view of the fact that we must give full 


and fair treatment to our returned men. 
It may appear strange, therefore, that, 


holding those views so sincerely, I should 
support the proposed pension for Sir 
Samuel Griffith. I take the stand, how- 


ever, that men in public positions are en- 


titled to our sympathy. 


If they are 
doing their public duties justly, they can 
find little time to look after their private 
interests. 


Senator THomas.—A man receiving 
£3,500 per annum need not bother much 
about his private interests. All he need 
do is to put his money into the war lgans. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—That is so. 
But many men in public positions have 
little enough time to look around for gilt- 
edged securities in which to invest their 
means. — | : 

Senator THomas.—Is that the reason 
why you support the pension for the Chief 
Justice ? 

Senator FATRBAIRN.—That. is one 
of the reasons. We should treat- our 
public men generously. We would be re- 
garded as a penurious people if we did 
otherwise. 

Senator GARDINER.—Hear, 
Economy does not mean meanness. 


hear! 
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Senator FAIRBATRN.—I am glad to 
have that confirmation of my views. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’ Loguiin.—You 
do nct want your economy campaign to 
extend to a man getting more than 
£3,000 per annum ? 

Senator FATIRBATRN.—TI can imagine 
men who have received even that 
sum requiring assistance. There have 
been cases of men who have made over 
£3,000 a year eventually needing as much 
help as a person who has drawn a weekly 
salary of £3. 

Senator Frrricks.— Hear, hear! 
Many of them are getting the old-age pen- 
sion to-day. : 

Senator FATRBAIRN.—Quite true, — 
and I am glad that I have arrived at an 
age when I can claim the old-age pen- 
sion any day. A man who has served 
Australia as well as the Chief Justice of 
the Commonwealth High Court should re- 
celve generous treatment from the people. 
It is true that I am very much in favour 
of economy, and I point out that if we 
capitalize, at 5 per cent., the whole of our 
liabilities for pensions, and add that to 
the municipal, State, and Federal debt, it 
will be found that the burden on Austra- 
ha is £1,000,000,000. But I not want 
to be mean, and I think it would be mean 
and unworthy of Australia if we failed 
to treat decently, in his declining days, a 
man who has given Australia of his im- 
mense ability. 


Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [2.47].—I want to say that we 
should treat generously and well all pub- 
lic men who serve this country faithfully 
and honestly. Because I-~belong to the 
class which can never expect anything but 
a small pension, it is not my desire to 
withhold adequate recognition from those 
who occupy high. positions in the Publie 
Service. My desire is not to drag them 
down to the level occupied by the people 
of the class to which I belong, but to lift 
the latter to the higher levels. | 

Senator Grant.—And pay pensions of 
£1,000 a year? 


Senator GARDINER.—I do not care 
very much how big it is; it is not more 


than good enough for the people who do 
the work of this country. 
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Senator Granr.—We have oe Loaea 
you advocating pensions like that before. 


Senator GARDINER.—I do not think 
the honorable senator has heard me advo- 
eate pensions at all before to-day. Here 
is a man with a magnificent record of 
public service in Australia. J ask honor- 
able senators to consider what have been 
his functions during his career. Import- 
ant union actions, upon which, perhaps, 
millions of pounds have depended, may 
have been brought before him for de- 
cision as the Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Australia. I do not mean to 
say that, to such a man, the prospect 
of a pension at the end of a career is cal- 
culated to make him dishonest; but I do 
say that if a man knows he has something 
to fall back upon in his declining years he 
will, perhaps, be kept out of temptation. 
As far as these pensions are concerned, I 
would like to see an immense increase in 
the amount given to all our people. I 
eannot expect, of course, that the amounts 
will be raised to the dizzy heights contem- 
plated by the measure now under con- 
sideration; but I am plodding along to 


do what I can to make the position better. . 


‘What better argument could I have from 
the publics platform than to be able to 
point to the magnificent pension given to 
a gentleman who has occupied such a high 
position in the Commonwealth Service, 
and then ask the Government to treat as 
generously the mother who, having reared 
a family well, has thus rendered equally 
good service to this country ? 


. Senator Barxrer.—But would this Par- 
lament do that? 


Senator GARDINER. — Parliament 
would if the Labour party had command 
of it, with a majority supporting us out- 
side; and the sooner we have that majo- 
rity outside the better it will be for Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator BARNES (Victoria) [2.50].— 
In my opinion, it is outrageous to 
propose paying a pension of £1,750 a year 
to a man who has had such a long career 
in the public service at a_ salary of 
£3,500 a year, which, honorable senators 
will recognise, is somewhat more than a 
living wage. Surely we should expect a 
man, who has been so highly eu ogized 


argument that the old Tory p1 


of drawing pensions at the end of 


the closing years of his life. 


qari ad course of this reba 
sufficient moral fibre to recognise that t 
country expects him to furnish an ob 
lesson to the rest of the community, | anc 

that at the end of his days, unless some — 4 
extraordinary circumstances _ stoped hs w 
should not require any assistance 
form of a pension. 


Senator Prarce.—That is rs 


against the payment of the. 
pension. 3 


Senator BARNES.—And a ) 
who are supporting this Se “wou | 
use the same argument again in regaré 
to pensions for the other sections of 
community. What justification is t 
for this Government to pay a pen 
a man who has been drawing suc 
salary, when a majority in this 
ment declares that 12s. 6d. per y 
enough to keep another member of 
community? I am willing to admit 
the man who shears sheep would not, 
the end of his days, expect to be pla 
in a position_of being able to spend £ 
a week; but I do say it is not fair to 
him, as one of the taxpayers of th 
country, to share the burden involved 
this proposal. Parliament provided 3 
salary sufficient to enable people in er 
position occupied by the Chief J ustic 
make their own provision for their 
age. If all other sections of the c 
munity had been treated as generously | 
has the Chief Justice, there would be ni 
need for the old-age pensions scheme 
am quite certain the working peop! 
this country would have scorned th 


livesgif they had been paid decen 
rae their pate period. | 


Senator BARNES.—I know that; 
I remind Senator Bakhap of what. 
pened in the State of Tasmania 
years ago. Members of the State 
liament were paid £100 per year 
when one member had the audac 
move that the amount be increas 


press, rleaee him for month 
he. same Bae I behind | 


rs ~ 4 
eo a 


_ They would deny this privilege to one sec- 
tion of the community, but their lan 
 oceupying high positions can spend wha 
Say. Pyke eed Kot they have done it 
alban, and find at the end of their life- 
ime that they can earn no more, all they 
have to do is to come along to their re- 


_ presentatives in Parliament, who will 
_ obligingly hand out to the extent of £35 
per week. This outrage, I repeat, should 
not be tolerated. The amount involved 
in this proposed pension would provide 
for seventy old men and women. These 
old-age pensioners are expected to go to 
the old-age pension office, in the rain 
or any other ‘kind of weather, to draw 
their 12s. 6d. a week, but in the case of 
the Chief Justice, if this Bill be carried, 
he will have a cheque for £1,750 a year 
paid into his account, without having any 
trouble about the matter at all.- The thing 
- ig worse than an outrage. Twenty of our 
brave men who have lost their limbs and 
eyesight in the war could, when they 
~ ceome back to this country, be kept upon 
the same amount as this one man will 
draw. It is nearly time the country 
awakened up to the fact that there are in 
power people who are prepared to dip 
their hands up to their elbows into the 
_. pockets of the taxpayers and hand out 
__ pensions to their pals. It is all very well 
to say, as some people do, that we all 
ought to get pensions. We know we can- 
not all get them. : 4 
_ Senator Prarce.—The Labour party 
would not approve of that. 
Senator BARNES.—No. 


Tre ee Oe 


Only people 


ee ts 


- forward a proposal like this. The La- 
 bour party would not dream of commit- 
ting such a crime against the people of 
- the country. The whole thing is so out- 
rageous that it should not require two 
minutes’ discussion. 
Senator Mirizen.—But you have been 
more than two minutes on it already. 


—s- Senator BARNES.—That is because it 
ig necessary I should be able properly to 
___ express my objection to the Bill Such a 
proposal is usually to be expected from 
those who mostly hold the reins of govern- 
ment all over the earth. They are gene- 
rally in a position to be able to do what 
ey like. Their friends can go on the 


5 Sie ws 
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with cast-iron cheek would dare to bring. 
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‘“‘razzle’’ every day, and they mostly do, 
and then, when they get: to the end of their 
tether, their pals will hand them out as 
much, and, indeed, more than ever they. 
were worth when they were fit to work. I 
do not believe the Bill will be carried; at 
all events, I hope it will not be. And I 
want here to say that there has been a 
rumour abroad lately that the Govern- 
ment contemplated robbing the women 
who, in travail, bring forth a man child 


for this country, of the £5 which at pre- 


sent is paid for them. 


Senator Prarcr.—That is quite in- 
correct. 


Senator BARNES.—That has been re- 
ported in the Senate, anyhow. I think 
I have said enough to condemn this Bill. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [2.58]. 
—Although I feel some resentment at the 
meticulous obstinacy of the Administra- 
tion in refusing suggestions with regard 
to amendments of measures which would 
be good for the producers of this country 
and for their own political health, I never- 
theless am going to support this Bill, 
and I have no hesitation in giving a few 
reasons in justification of my attitude. I 
feel sure that no words of mine of the 
most emphatic eulogy could add to the 
lustre of his Honour the Chief Justice of 


the High Court of Australia. His great ser- 


vices have been admitted. In an historical 
sense he will be a very great figure, for, 
quite apart from his high qualifications, 
he is the first Chief Justice of the High 
Court of this young nation, whose terri- 
tories embrace the area of a whole conti- 
nent. I hope I am not going to unfeel- 
ingly speculate on the length of years 
to which he may attain, but un- 
doubtedly when a man is seventy-three 
years of age, in the ordinary course of 
nature, the shadows must be long upon 
the hill of life for him. 


A great deal has been said about eco- 
nomy, and it is absolutely essential in the 


conduct of the financial affairs of the Com- 


monwealth. But has it struck honorable 
senators that it might, in this and similar 
instances, be the very perfection of — 
economy to do what this measure con- 
templates doing? I cannot imagine any- — 
thing more uneconomical or dangerous 
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than to have on the High Court or any 
other Bench in the Commonwealth a Judge 
whose vital powers may have been con- 
siderably impaired, who may be almost 
in his dotage, but who, for a Judge, may 
be in a state, financially, of practical 
penury. Such a man would naturally re- 
tain his seat on the Bench until such time 
as Parliament cared to remove him, which 
is a thing that Parliament would be very 
reluctant to do, except in the case of one 
who had acted improperly. Let me say 
that I am in favour of a pensions scheme 
applicable to the whole of our High Court 
Judges. But, in the absence of a pen- 
sions scheme, such a Judge as I have re- 
ferred to might retain his seat on the 
Bench very much to the disadvantage of 
the proper construction of the terms of 
the Constitution and of the interests of 
litigants in such important actions as 
might be carried as far as the High Court. 

Senator Tuomas.—Is there any 
guarantee that if a pension were provided 
such a Judge would retire from the 
Bench ? 

Senator BAKHAP.—There is the guar- 
antee which should be apparent to any 
man of normal common sense that a Judge 
conscious of deterioration of his powers, 
- and aware that a decent pension awaited 
him if he retired from the Bench, would 
almost invariably have the good sense and 
decency to take advantage of the pension, 
and make way for some younger and more 
vigorous man, whose powers would be less 
impaired. 

Honorable senators, in debating this 
Bill, have contrasted the pension proposed 
with the pensions paid under our old-age 
pensions system. I understand that the 
Chief Justice of the High Court is 
seventy-three years of age. If the age 
entitling a person to receive an old-age 
* pension were fixed at seventy-three years, 
I venture to say, without very close refer- 


apparently high salaries paid to J ustices of 


the State Supreme Courts and of the High 


Court. But the salary paid is not so very 


high when we consider what is demanded — 


of a Judge, and bear in mind the state of 
social isolation in which he is compelled 
to live. There are friends of mine in 
civil life who have become Judges, and 
while I differentiate between reserve and 


courtesy, there is no one whom I address — 


Se 


with so much reserve as a Judge of my © 


acquaintance. 


I feel that on his becom- — 


ing a Judge something has intervened bee 


tween him and me which makes just the 
old relationship between us impossible. 
Senator pz Larerz.—aAll criminals feel 
in that way. - 
Senator BAKHAP.—Not being a 
criminal, I cannot be so exact on the 
point. ag 


The parliamentary allowance made to 


honorable senators is, in the eyes of most — 
people, a very large sum of money. But 
how many of the members of this Parlia- 


ment are financially better off than when 
they were in civil life? There were years 
long before I contemplated entry into par- 
liamentary life when I made a smaller in- 
come than my parliamentary allowance, 
but there have been years also when I 
easily made a great deal more, and I can 
say that I was very much better off be- 
fore I became a member of Parliament 
than I am now. What is the ordinary 
experience of a member of Parliament? 


I venture to say that on every day in the — 


year except Sundays he is in receipt of a 
request for a subscription. 


from such importunities? 


Senator Mavawan.—Generally speak- — 


ing, they are. | 

Senator BAKHAP.—I do not think 
so. I have little doubt that similar re- 
quests are made to them and are granted 
more often in secret than openly. 


Do honorable ~ 
senators think that Judges are exempt 


ns 


Ny 


ence to the conclusions of mortuary tables, It is necessary, not only that the 
that we might, out of the amount now dis- business of our tribunals should be 
persed for old-age pensions, raise the conducted in at atmosphere of un- 


-amount of the pension to £5 per week. impeachable integrity, but that a lack 
Senator Barnus.—We might make it of integrity may not be suspected 

nothing at all if all were getting £3,500 because oof the impecuniosity of 

a year. any particular Judge or number of 
Senator BAKHAP.—Honorable sena- Judges. I hope I shall not allude in any 
tors opposing the Bill have referred to the improper sense to recent happenings in 


Chief Justice's 


connexion with this Parliament. I sus- 
pend my judgment upon them because 
proceedings may supervene of a character 
which can only at present be indicated. 


But TI feel sure that every member of this 


very well be introduced. 


Legislature regrets very keenly the im- 


putation that has been put on the honour 
and integrity of certain of their fellow 
members. If we regret such a thing in 
connexion with our Legislature, surely we 


- should avoid the very appearance of it in 


connexion with a High Court Judge. 
Senator JLt.-Colonel O’Locuiin.— 
That is an argument in favour of pen- 
sions for legislators. 
Senator BAKHAP.—One might very 
easily argue in favour of such pensions. 
Tf pensions should be paid to those who 


administer our laws it is not a great 
stretch of the argument upon which such 


a conclusion would be based to claim that 
those who make our laws might legiti- 
mately claim to be similarly treated. In 
an advanced Democracy in which the true 
principles of Democracy would be pro- 
perly appreciated, such a scheme might 
I believe in a 
scheme of pensions for Judges all round. 
T hope that when the burden of the war 


has been somewhat reduced it will be pos- 


sible for us to increase our old-age and 
inyalid pensions. I believe in pensions 
for widows, and long ago supported such 
a proposal. 


‘It is absolutely essential that I allude 
in the most delicate terms to a feature 
which wil) determine my vote in support 
of this Bill, apart from any consideration 
of general or fundamental principles. I 
think that His Honour the Chief Justice 
of the High Court, long before he was 
placed on the Bench, did what all of us 


-have done with success or with failure in 


the course of our lives. He made invest- 
ments which turned out to be merely 
speculations of an unsuspected kind. 
Many a thing which a man regards as au 
investment turns out to have been only 
a speculation. It is an open secret that 
the Chief Justice of the High Court did 
make investments of that character, 
which have involved him throughout the 
whole period of his occupancy of a seat 
on the Supreme Court Bench of Queens- 


i land and on the High Court Bench in 
ea financial liabilities which a man of his 
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high sense of honour could only attempt 
to discharge. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Locuiin.—We 
should have plenty of applications for 
pensions if that is a valid argument» 


Senator BAKHAP.—It is an argu- 
ment. There are bankruptcy laws, and 
the Bankruptcy Court is often the refuge 
of the financially afflicted, though, unhap- 
pily, it is in some cases, also the refuge of 
the knave and the scoundrel. Ne Bt 
not ex Judges to adopt the attitude 
of aan ary ie Sere of the Critchley 
Parker standard, and seek to discharge 
their liabilities through the Bankruptcy 
Court. A Judge can only suffer in 
silence and pay. All his debts are debts — 
of honour, and he must pay them, 
though he might perhaps legally repudi- 
ate them if he cared to do so. I believe 
that the Chief Justice of the High Court 
has done what a man like him might 
reasonably be expected to do, and during 
the long course of his life on the Bench 
has endeavoured to discharge, to the ex- 
tent of his financial ability, the liabili- 
ties which he incurred and which many 
fairly honorable men of the ordinary 
community would long ago have re- 
pudiated. 

Some honorable senators speak of the 
amount of money the Chief Justice of 
the High Court has received. It is a 
mere matter of arithmetic to show that 
he has received a large sum of money. 
Where has it gone? It is an open secret 
that it has gone in the discharge of the 
liabilities which he incurred and which 
he has discharged as a man of honour. 
It is for that reason that, without mak- 
ing of this case a precedent, I am pre- 
pared to vote for the Bill. a 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Loguiin.—He 
is not the only man who has done that. 


Senator BAKHAP.—A Judge lives in™ 
a much more isolated atmosphere than 
does a member of Parliament. If I go 
down the street and familiarly address an 
acquaintance with the words, ‘‘ Come and 
have a drink,’’ no one will regard that 
es a sacrifice of dignity on my part. 
But if a Judge were to do the same thing 
we can well imagine what a wringing of 
hands there would be and the holy horror 
that would be expressed that His Honour 
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should so forfeit the dignity of the 
Bench and degrade its status. | Thou- 
sands of Mother Grundys would give ut- 
terance to such remarks, and I repeat 
tliat a Judge is compelled to live in.an_ 
atmosphere of isolation and restraint. 


Can we not. strain a noint, even those 
of us who possess a slavish. regard for 
principles which may, after all, not be 
very excellent? Can we not regard as 
exceptional the case of this old man 
seventy-three years of age, who has done 
most honorable service in the civilian 
life of his country, and will stand in his- 
tory as the first Chief Justice of the High 
Court of this nation of which we are so 
proud? [ say that,:+irrespective of the 
fact that a superficial misapprehen- 
sion of this measure may make it an 
unpopular one in the country, I am 
prepared to do what I think is right, 
even though my action may be criticised. 
Knowing what I do of the circumstances, 
knowing the great abilities of this great 


man, knowing that in the evening of his 


hfe he is beset with considerations which 
he thinks may force him to adopt 
a certain course of action, and to 
let his remaining years flicker out in a 
state of penury unbecoming to the 
dignity of the position of a man who was 


ence Chief Justice of the High Court of 


Australia, I vote for this measure with 
alacrity. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 


Vice-President of the Executive Council) 


_—8.16].—There is one aspect of the matter 


which does not appear to have excited as 
much attention in the course of this de- 
bate as its importance warrants. We all 
recognise that beyond legal obligations 
there are moral ones, and it is a poor in- 
dividual, and a still poorer nation, that 
would rest contented and satisfied in its 
legal obligations, without regard to its 
moral ones. When Sir Samuel Griffith 
game over from the service of the Queens- 
land Government, he was actually, al-_ 
though not technically, a public servant. 


-In leaving the one Service for the other 


he abandoned and sacrificed certain rights 
that would have been his had he remained 


in the employ of the State. 


Si acre ane at ae 


Senator MavcHan.—He did sgarat with 


ils eyes open. 
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. monwealth, are outside. of the Scope ¢ 


-Parhament fixed a higher salary ‘than - 


was giving. 


as he did, sacrificing those accrued 
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“Senator MILLEN.—Of Bie ¥ 
that is no reason why we should P: 
over with our eyes shut. Z 


Senator THomas.—Then this j applies : 
Mr. Justice Rich as well? 


Senator MILLEN.—I do not ae we 
am not familiar with the , circumstances. 
Had Sir Samuel Griffith been nee 
in the Public Service of Queensla Th 
£400 a year, and come over to the 
monwealth Service, he would 
brought his pension rights with him 
was merely owing to the technicality th 
the Judges of the State, as of the Co: 


possible for him to obtain-a legal trans 
fer from one Service to the other. T 
principle that made us include i 
Public Service Act the provision — 
where officers were transferred 
should bring with them their rights, 
poses upon us a moral obligation—— ~ 

Senator Tuomas,—They were com 
sory transfers. 


Senator MILLEN.—Even ‘aes 
have passed a Bill which provides tl 
where a State public servant comes 
in the staff to be created by the Comn 
sioner of the Housing Scheme his rit 


shall be honoured and respected. by 2 


Senator Furricxs.—That matter wi 
taken into consideration in 1903, wh 


would Sphere Beye fixed for ere 


ati ane 


Senator MILLEN. pisiaiaee 
not fix a higher salary than Queensl 
The principle is exactly the 
same. Sir Samuel Griffith came over. 
terests which were his, and the fact t 
he was willing to do it ought not to 
any justification for us to avoid wha 
regard as a moral obligation resting 
us. It is not so much a question | o 
ther we wish to pay a pension i: 
case to a Judge or not, but whet 
shall accept that obligation which I 
was involved when we invited Sir 
to come over and take this office, w 
he has filled with so much ounaiey 1 
satisfaction Sure his ¢ occupancy — 
Bench, | zB: 


at 


he the Bill be now read a. 
. The Senate divided. - 
nf Ae he 
8 


Parser 


Majority 


‘dean AYES. 

= EBakhap, Pr J.K. Pearce, G, F. 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Plain, W. 

ae Buzacott, R. r Rowell, Colonel 


u=~de Largie, H. 


| Russell, E. J, 
_ Fairbairn, G— 


Shannon, J. W. 


Millen, E. D. Teller: 

® nee J. Guthrie, R. 8. 

hy, Nors. 

= Bester, Ss. O’Loghlin, Lt,-Colonel 


Barnes, J. 


Thomas, J. 
aay M. A. 


ie rant, J. Teller: 
ham, E. MeDougall, A, 
eS ‘ PaIRs, 
t- Reid, M. Maughan, W. J. R. 
Keating, J. H. O’Keefe, D. J. | 
ro _ Crawford, A Ws Guy, B Fike . d 


— Question so resolved i in the affirmative. 
_ Bill read a second time. 
it In Committee: 
Betis Canes 1 agreed to. 
wee Clause 2— 
Bis ‘The first Chief Justice of Australia shall be 
a pent upon resigning his office, to ee 
Tor pension by way of annuity . . 
- Senator GRANT (New Soul Wales) 
~ (3.937. 
om B. 3].—I move— 

That after the word ‘ Australia ”’ the words 
‘and all recipients of old-age pensions’’ be 
inserted. 

This will test the principles of some of 
: those gentlemen who profess to be anxious 

to do the right thing by the workers of 
ee the community. 


4 _ Senator Gururiz.—ts this limelight? 


Senator GRANT.—It is not. My ob- 
_ ject is to see whether honorable senators 
opposite are prepared to extend to the men 
and women of Australia the same gene- 
_rous treatment as is given to those who 
= have drawn a magnificent salary for the 
best part of their lives. We were told a 

: few minutes ago. that if the age limit for 
ee old-age pensions was extended to seventy- 
three, we—without any further expendi- 

: ture—could pay the recipients £5 per 
_ week. If we increased the old-age pen- 


ee Soar to the rate proposed in this Bill, 
- the cost would run into from £60,000.000 


y 
~~ 
ee 


[20_ DEE aun Pension Bill, 


ee ete + 


70,000,000 per annum. Apparently, 
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we are not prepared to do that, but I 
wish to give an opportunity to those 
here who are anxious to feed, feast, and 
fatten one man who has been well fed 
and fattened all his life, to deal out even- 
handed justice to the rest of the people. 
We are now paying a miserable pension 
of 12s. 6d. per week under. the Old-a 
Pensions Act, and the Minister ecae 
told us that the present was not an op- — 
portune time to increase it. There are 
tens of thousands of people who would be 
delighted if we could only increase the 
pension to 15s. per week. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator anne 
—I cannot accept the amendment, as it 
has nothing to do with the Bill. 


Clause agreed to. 

Clause 3, preamble, and title agreed to. 

Bill reported without amendment. : 

Motion (by Senator 
posed— 

That the report be adopted. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
(3.26].—I wish to move— 


That the Bill be recommitted for the recon 
sideration of clause 2, with a view to insert- 
ing after the word ‘‘ Australia’? the words 
“and old-age pensioners.”’ 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens)—Order! The honorable sena- 
tor cannot move that amendment, because 
it is outside the scope and Sess of the 
Bill. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Report adopted. 
Motion (by Senator Mirren) put— 


~ That the Bill be now read a third time. 
The Senate divided. 


MILLEN) pro- 


Ayes 14, 
Noes 8 
Majority 6 . 
AYES, 
Bakhap, T. J. K. Pearce, G. F. 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Plain, W. ‘ 
Buzacott, R. Rowell, Colonel 


Russell, E. J. 


de Largie, H, 
Shannon, J._W. 


Fairbairn, G. 
Guthrie, R. 8. 
Millen, E. D. 
Newland, J. 


Teller: . 
Pratten, H, EK. 


S014. Comishonireaith Condivation 


NOEs. 
Barker, S. O’Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel 
Barnes, J. Thomas, J 
Ferricks, M. A. 
Grant, J. Teller: 
Needham, E. McDougall, A. 
PaIrRs. 
Reid, M. Maughan, W. J. R. 
Keating, J. H. O’Keefe, D, J. 


Crawford, T. W. Guy, J. 
Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a third time. 

Sitting suspended from 3.80 to 4.15 p.m. 


COMMONWEALTH CONCILIATION 
AND ARBITRATION BILL. 


Bill received from the House of Repre- 


sentatives, Standing and Sessional Orders: 


suspended, and (on motion by Senator 
RusseELL) read a first time. 


Seconp READING. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[4.19] —In moving— 


That this Bill be now read a second time, 


I desire to point out that it is merely a 
temporary measure. It has not been 
brought forward with the object of review- 
ing the Arbitration Court. Briefly stated, 
the position is that the law advisers of the 
Government entertain a good deal of doubt 
as to the power of the President of the 
‘Arbitration Court to authorize his deputy 
to act during his absence. It is proposed 
to overcome this difficulty by vesting in 
the Governor-General direct. power to ap- 
point the deputy. The amendment is not 
being introduced because of any desire 
to make an alteration~in the principal 
Act, but merely for the purpose which I 
have outlined. 

Senator Baxuap.—lIts introduction has 
been necessitated by recent happenings? 

Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. Then, in 
the case of Alexander v. the Wharf 
Lahourers Union, the High Court decided 
that, whilst the Arbitration Court had 
power to make an award, it had no power 
to enforce it. In this Bill it is provided 
that, where any organization or person 
bound by an order or award of that Court 
has committed any breach or non-observ- 
ance of any term of the order or award, 
penalties may be imposed— 


[SENATE.] 


and Arbitration Bil 


by any district, County, or local Court, or Court — 


of summary jurisdiction which is constituted 
by a Judge, or a police, stipendiary, or special 
magistrate, or by any Court specified in Ubi 
behalf by proclamation. 

Senator Barnes.—Why not empower 
the Arbitration Court itself to inflict the 
penalty ? 

Senator RUSSELL.—Because the High 
Court has already ruled that we_have not 
the power. It is of no use the Arbitra- 


Pe a 


tion Court making an award unless there ~ 


is some power to enforce it. In my judg- 
ment, one reason why’ the principle of 
arbitration has become somewhat unpopu- 
lar is because of the centralization of busi- 
ness in the Arbitration Court. 


The third principle embodied in this 


Bill is that no preference in relation to — 
any industrial agreement shall adversely ~ 
affect the position of a returned soldier or 


sailor who has been engaged upon active 


service during the period of the war. Hon- 


orable senators are thoroughly faniular 
with that principle. It has been generally 


approved by Parliament, and has been — 


embodied in this Bill. ee 


Senator GARDINER 
Wales) [4.22]—Knowing that the Go- 
vernment possess a majority, 1 am content 
to allow the responsibility for this mea- 
sure to rest upon their shoulders. 
only a reasonable thing that the Arbitra- 


tion Court should have power to inflict — 
penalties in order to enforce its awards. 


But if we cannot constitutionally endow it 


with that power, the Government ought 


not to lose a single moment in attempting 
to acquire the power to do so. 


be disclosed by the High Court. 


Senator Russurt.—It has been disclosed. — 
Senator GARDINER.—Then I must — 


again direct the attention of honorable 
senators to the fact that the powers of this 


Parliament are limited by a decision of 
My idea of a National 
Parliament is a Parliament possessed of — 


the High Court. 


absolutely sovereign powers from one end 
of Australia to the ‘other. 
protest against this Bill, because, owing to 


(New South 


But any 
defect in our constitutional powers should . 


me & enter my ~ 


Liisi 


our constitutional limitations, we are not — 


in a position to give effect to the opener | 


which we hold. 
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Senator BARNES (Victoria) [4.24|.— 
—Of course, I recognise the necessity 
which exists for doing something in the 


- direction that is outlined in this Bull. 
_ The Government appear to be attempting 


pi. be made by the Arbitration Court. 
it is alleged that that course would also 


which I 


constitutional or otherwise. 


we are compelled to do so. 
serious question, and I ask the Govern- 
ment to take a serious view of it. 


oh 


hy 
u 


to do something without accomplishing 
anything. What is the position? The 
Australian Workers Union, to which I 
belong, and which possesses branches all 
over the Commonwealth, as well as other 
large industrial organizations, may be 
absolutely wiped out of existence if this 
Bill be passed in its present form. 


Senator Maucuan.—That is the object 
of it. 


Senator BARNES.—I would not like 
to say that. The most peculiar feature 
about the present position is that while 
the Arbitration Court may make awards, 
it has no power to enforce them. Of 


course, the reply of the Government is 


that the High Court has decided that 
the'r enforcement would be unconstitu- 
tional. Assuming that -the position 
taken up by the Government is unassail- 


able, I ask them to amend the princtpal 


Act by empowering a Justice of the High 
Court to enforce any awards which may 


be unconstitutional, by all means let the 
question be tested. It will be a very 
serious thing to the biggest industry in 
this country if the Australian Workers 


Union is obliged to send lawyers miles 


over the back country in order to plead 
its cause. In such circumstances, it 
would be practically tied up; and the 
union, which has loyally stood by the 
principle of arbitration in the settlement 
of a'l its disputes, and which desires to 
continue to do so, will be forced to take 
other action. The Government will lose 
nothing by agreeing to the amendment 
intend to submit. But the 
Australian Workers Union will then 
shoulder the responsibility of securing 
from the proper tribunal an authoritative 
decision as to whether that amendment is 
We shall ex- 
haust all constitutional means within our 
power to achieve our purpose, and we 
shall not resort to other measures unless 
This is a very 


The 


*, ~ 
- a 
< ; 


fol od 


Tt 


insertion in the Bill of the amendment 
which I intend to submit will not in any 
way affect the remainder of its pro- 
visions. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council [4.30]. 
—In moving the second reading of this 
Bill, I pointed out that it is merely a tem- 
porary measure. It is not intended to 
interfere with the good features of the 
Arbitration Act. It is designed to over- 
come a temporary difficulty until we are 
in a position to deal with that Act in 
a more comprehensive way. But the 
Court has been robbed of its power to en- 
force awards. We have no alternative but 
to deal with the Courts now in existence. 
The delays which have occurred when 
various organizations have sought to ap- 


proach the Arbitration Court have been 


a source of great inconvenience, and have 
proved one of the principal causes for the 
unpopularity of arbitration to-day. The 
easier we can make it for the people to 
secure a hearing in the Arbitration Court 
for even the lightest grievance the better 
it will be for all. It is not desired that 
any section of the public should be forced 
to go to the High Court with a plaint. 
The Bill does not intend that the lower 
Courts shall have power to impose penal- 
ties, but that they shall merely act as 
policemen to enforce penalties. The 
nearer the people are to the Courts with 
which they have to deal, and the cheaper 
the cost of approaching those Courts, the 
better it is, of course, in the interests of 
the public generally. If the Bill is lost 
we do not know where the Arbitration 
Court will stand during the next few 
months, before Parliament meets again. 
I emphasize that this is only a temporar 

measure. | 

Senator Baxuar.—Is the power of the 
lower Courts to enforce penalties un- 
questioned ? 

Senator RUSSELL.—<According to the 
best opinion of the legal advisers to the 
Government, yes. 

Bill read a second time. 


In Committee: 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3— 


Section forty-four of the principal Act is 
amended by omitting sub-section (1) and in- 
serting in its stead the following sub-see- 
tion :— - 
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‘“ (1) Where any organization or person 
bound by an order or award has’ com- 
mitted any breach or non-observance of 
any term of the order or award a penalty 
not exceeding— 


(a) the maximum penalty fixed by the 
Court for any- breach or non- 
observance of any term of the 
order or award; or 


(b) if no maximum penalty has been 
so fixed, the maximum penalty 
which the Court has power to 
fix therefor, 


may be imposed by any District, County,-or 
local Court, or Court of summary jurisdiction 
which is constituted by a Judge or a police, 
stipendiary, or special magistrate, or by any 
State Court specified in that behalf by pro- 
dlamation.”’ 

Section proposed to be amended. 

(1) Where any organization or person 
bound by an order or award has com- 
mitted any breach for non-observ- 
ance of any term of the order or 
award any penalties which the Court 
has power to impose may be imposed 
by any Court of summary jurisdic- 
tion constituted by a _ police, sti- 
pendiary, or special magistrate. 

Senator BARNES (Victoria) [4.34].— 
I move— 

That after the word “by,’ line 18, the 

following words be inserted :—‘‘.a justice of 
the High* Court.” 
The acceptance of the amendment will 
cost the Government nothing, but will 
mean a great deal to our industrial or- 
ganizations. Surely the Government do 
not wish to victimize those organizations 
which have done their best to keep the 
laws of the country. The organization 
with which I am concerned, and similar 
bodies, will be handicapped by the 
restrictions sought to be imposed. I 
desire by my amendment to give those 
organizations the power to test before 
the High Court whether, from that 
source, we can establish our claims at 
less expense and inconvenience than is°* 
the case to-day. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[4.37].—Senator Barnes is evidently not 
quite clear in regard to the powers of the 
Courts. They are intended to act in the 
sense of policemen by enforcing the 
awards of the Arbitration Court. Where 
organizations to-day are limited to the 
Arbitration Court, they are now to be 
given opportunity to approach any Court. 


[SENATE.] and Arbitration Bil. 


oo 


Senator Barnes.—But our complaint 
is that we are largely cut off from the 


Arbitration Court. 


Senator RUSSELL.—Greater accessi-— 
bility will now be afforded, and I am 


sure the public will appreciate that. 
Senator BARNES (Victoria) [4.38].— 
I am not concerned with the trouble 
which the Government will bring upon 
themselves, but with the trouble in which 
the Bill will involve many worthy people 


outside. The country itself will be in- 
volved, and I want to avoid that if pos- — 
sible. 

Question put. The Committee divided. 
Ayes $e omen 
Noes 9 

Majority ee 
AYES. , 
Barnes, J. 
Guthrie, R. S. Teller: 
Needham, HE. Ferricks, M. A. 
Noss. 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Givens, T. : 
Buzacott, R. Pearce, G. F. : 
de Largie, H. Russell, E. J. - 
Fairbairn, @. Teller : 
Foll, H. S. Earle, J. 
PAIRS. 
Gardiner, A. 'Millen, E. D. 
Guy, J. Crawford, T. W. 
O’Keefe, D. J. Keating, J. H. 


Maughan, W. J. R. ‘| Reid, M. at 


Question so resolved in the negative. 

Amendment negatived. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 4 to 7 agreed to. 

Title agreed to. | 

Bill reported without amendment; re- 
pert adopted. 

Bill read a third time. 


ORDNANCE BRANCH. 


Senator PEARCE.—Senator O’Loghlin 
yesterday asked me for a 


Branch of the Defence De 
He asked what is the rule, 


nance 
partment. 


and, if applications are required, why 


| further — 
explanation with regard to a question 
put to me as to the rule governing appli- 
cations for appointment in the Ord- 


are they dispensed with in certain cases, 


and why was the rule abrogated in the 
ease to which he referred. The answer is, 


applications for appointment to positions — 


in the Defence Department are invariably 


aa 


‘ ‘ . 
oa > 
P ete A id if \; i 
ae aad -~ 


Capt 2G. os 


ate ~ fnvited. ‘The ease under review was a pro- 
motion, in which no supersession of other 
aw camployees was involved. 


CAPT. T. G. ALLEN. 


~ Senator PEARCE.—Senator Barnes 

this morning asked— 

Bn Has any ortler, minute, or recommendation 
_ béen made prejudicial to Captain T. G. Allen as 

= a result of a resolution of the Bendigo Recruit- 

ing Committee expressing disapproval of his 


appointment as Brigade-Major of the Bendigo 
apn 8 


Bo ape answer is No. ; 


RCONI WIRELESS COMPANY. 


wer: 
Ns Action AGAINST THE CoMMONWEALTH 
‘ GovERNMENT. 


ee Senator PEARCE.—On the 18th in- 
stant Senator Gardiner asked the follow- 
- ing questions :— 


1. Was an action taken by the Marconi Wire- 


__ Yernment for infringement of patents? 
«2. Was an expert brought from Great Britain 
#0 report on the Commonwealth wireless sys- 
ent 4 
3. (a) What was his name; and (b) was he 
: an authority of high standing in Great Britain? 
4. What ‘did it cost to ‘pring that expert 
kere? 

8. Was the chief reason for bringing him to 
2 Australia to give evidence before the High 
_ Gourt in the Marconi v. Commonwealth case? 


[ am now able to furnish the honorable 
cee with the following information :— 


“1. Yes. 
“ae = 2> Yes. 
_ 3. (a) Mr. 
gus, ‘@) Yes. P 
_ 4. £2,100. 
5. ‘Mr. Swinburne was brought to Australia to 
 yeport®upon the Commonwealth wireless sys- 
tem. Had the action been proceeded with, it 
is probable that he would have been called upon 
to gimme evidence on behalf of the Commonwealth. 


James Swinburne, 


én XT 
= ; CENSORSHIP. 

; ~ Senator PEARCE.—Senator Needham 
es attiea this morning— 

: 1. How many officers were employed on the 
ae staff in Australia during the war 
od? 

_ +2, Have the services of any of the officers 
| * "een dispensed with? 


4 4 ‘What is the strength of the censorial staff 
o-day as compared with the war period? 


es, Gacciten, rin Specval Adjournment. 


less Company against the Commonwealth Go-- 


F.BS.; 


- 
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5. Has the Censor removed the embargo on 
the circulation of prohibited books, such as 
Kingdom of Shylock, War of Steel ‘and Gold, — 
War, What for, and similar books? 

6. If not, why? 

7. What has been the cost to the Common- 
wealth for the maintenance of the censorial 


staff prior to and since the signing of the 


armistice? 


The answers are :— 
1, From sixty to eighty. 
2. Yes. 
3. Five. 
4. A reduction of five. 
5, No. ; 
6. Consideration is now being piven taal & 


general release of this class of literature. a Ss 
7. Cost of censorship approximately £36,725 _ 


per annum. The reduction is now proceeding, 


and its extent will depend on the instructions — 


received from the Chief Censor, London, by 
whom all censorship, excepting press, is con- 
trolled. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Motion (by Senator Mrmren) agreed 


to— 

That leave of absence be granted to every 
member of the Senate from the termination of 
the sitting this day to the day on which Saeed 
Senate next meets. 


SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [4,53].—I 
move— 

That the Senate, at its rising, dilsoure until 
3 p.m, on a date to be fixed by Mr. President, 
which day of meeting shail be notified by Mr. 
President to each senator by telegram or letter. 
Honorable senators will observe that we 
are following the practice adopted on pre-~ 
vious occasions when an adjournment, 
rather than a prorogation, has been de- 
‘cided upon. 

Senator GUTHRIE (South Australia) 
[4.54]_The motion is very vague. I 
should like the Minister to insert in it 
some provision by which honorable sena- 
tors would have at least a week’s notice, 
because some members of the Senate, when 
notified, might be in Western Australia | 
or Port Darwin. I move — 

That the following words be added to the 
motion: =e and that ‘at least seven days’ notice 
be given.’ 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens)—The motion, not being 
seconded, lapses. I may add that I 
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always see that every honorable senator 
gets ample notice. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Sitting suspended from 4.55 to 9.57 p.m: 


INCOME TAX BILL (No. 2). 


Bill returned from the House of Re- 
presentatives with a message intimating 
that the 
ment requested by the Senate. 


Bill (on motion by Senator Mrtrzn) 
read a third time. 


WAR-TIME PROFITS TAX 
ASSESSMENT BILL. 


Bill returned from the House of Re- 
presentatives with a message intimating 
that the House had agreed to the amend- 
ments made by the Senate. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL. 


Bill returned from the House of Re- 
presentatives with amendments. 

Ordered— 

That ‘the Message be taken into considera- 
tion in Committee “forthwith. 

In Committee: 

Clause 13— 

(1) The Commissioner shall receive a salary 
of £1,500 a year. 

House of Representatives? Amendment. —Leave 


out all the words after the word “ receive,’ and 
insert “such salary as the Governor-General 


determines.” 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [9.59].—I 
move— 


That the amendment be agreed to. 


A doubt has arisen as to whether it was 
competent for this Chamber, in view of 
the constitutional Hmitations, to include 
the salary in this Bill. I am not express- 
ing any opinion as to the merits of that 
doubt, but as it has arisen it was thought 
that this was the quickest way to set the 
matter at rest. 


Senator Mavucuan.—He will get the 
salary all the same? 


Senator MILLEN.—He will; ‘and in 
view of the discussion which took place 
here previously, no appointment will be 
made at a salary over £1,500 unless the 
matter is again referred to Parliament. 

Motion agreed to. 


House had mnde the amend- . 


Clause 19 (Sale of dwelling-houses). _ 


House of Representatives’ Amendment. —Add i 


the following sub-clauses:— 
FAB) ‘The cost and expense of any trans- 


fer or mortgage executed in pursuance of — 
this section shall be borne by the oer £ 


chaser. 

“ (9) In this section, ‘ Capital cost’ in- 
cludes the price paid for the land and dwell- 
ing house, and such sum ds the Commis- 
sioner determines as suflicient to cover the 
cost of acquisition and subdivision, together 
with interest on expenditure for purchase 


of the land and purchase or erection of the 
dwelling house up to the time of the sale 


of the dwelling house.” Wages: SS 


Senator MILLEN (New Sei Wales— ; 


Minister for 


move— 


Repatriation) 


That the amendment be agreed to. 


(10.1) re 


The first new sub-clause is to make clear 
a point about which some doubt has Ms 
arisen in a previous sub-section, which — 


entitles the mortgagor to obtaifi a trans- 
It was not clear then whether he 


fer. 


would be under the disability, which — 


ordinarily . attaches 
obtaining a transfer, 
the cost of it. 
rest. It was deemed necessary by the legal 
officers to insert new sub-clause 9, in order 
to have in the Bill a definition of “ capital 
cost ’’. 
Motion agreed to. 


Clause 26— 


to mortgagors on 
of having to pay 


No advance shall be made on /any property — 
which is encumbered by any previous mortgage 


or charge, other than a mortgage or charge 


under this Act, but a second mortgage may be | 


taken as collateral security. 


House of Representatives’ Amendment—Leave - 


out “but a second mortgage may be taken as 
collateral security,” 


ing the previous mortgage or charge.” ® 


and insert “unless the ad- — 
vance is applied for the purpose of qiseheres Tis. 


This sets the matter at us 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales ea. 


Minister for [10.2].—1f 
move— 


That the amendment be agreed to. 


Repatriation) 


This amendment was put in for the sake 


of clarity. The clause was designed first 


to prevent the Commissioner from ad-— 


vancing money upon a second mortgage. — 
The amendment makes it clear that that — 
is the intention, but leaves him fr 
advance the money to lift the mortgage” 
already existing. 


Motion agreed to. mamee 


wy 


oe 
fF: 


ty 


to” Be: . 


, @ ~<a 
Bee. Se 
* » eben te oe 
bk al ’ ret | 
LI» UE" ay : As a 
ay ~ . ay . ee r ve ¥ 
g ae "Tis 
7 fags ; ‘4 Se 
ao BPS PS 
ee 
e+ See ; 
Ad t ee : ar. } { 


ed - . a 


faites the Draivation: ‘of two nentite? 
in writing by the Commissioner, any pur- 
quirements of this section ‘ 

To e of Representatives’ Amendment. ive 
i ‘the expiration of two months”. 


= Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Mini ister for Repatriation) [10.3].—I 
ue 

1 A Th he amendment be agreed to. 


ice referred to in this clause was to 
os the Commissioner to the occu- 
benant to effect repairs. It might 
sary to have repairs, such as those 
eaky roof, made at once, and, there- 
ey It was thought” desirable to leave the 


sioner. - 


; _ Motion agreed to. ; 
- Clause B2-——- = 


_. . the land or land and dwelling house, 
he case may be, shall not be let or sublet by 
Bbepnaser or borrower without the consent 


a oe ‘Bub- lease; or aerestnent: 
Bey a 

‘the purchaser or borrower lets or sub- 
he land or land and dwelling house, or 
yart thereof, in contravention ‘of the pro- 
ns of this section, the Commissioner may 
use to be sold the estate and interest of the 

ch aser or borrower in the fase or dand and 
dwelli ng house. 
se of Representatives’ ttincnimdndn: —Omit 
_sub-let” insert “sub-let or mortgaged ; 

Ae ” insert. “ mortgage”; omit 

| blet,”. insert “sublet or mortgaged ; 
St “ or or sub-lets, ” insert “sublets or mortgages,”. 
we out “ may cause to be sold the estate 
P md’ interest of the purchaser or borrower in 


bn ORE 


ite “(a) in the ease of a purchaser, cancel the 
Z contract of sale, and, in his discre- 
_ tion, forfeit the instalments pre- 
viously paid by the purchaser; and 
Sb) ‘in the case of a borrower, sell the 
ar re estate and interest of the borrower in 
Roa _ the land or land and dwelling house.”. 


_gferor MILLEN (New South Wales— 


es 


fan 
ae 
"0 
Se 


tthe amendments be agreed to. 


previously drafted, the Bill gave the 
ssioner power to sell the estate and 


ob ab it i is gets that. the latter” 


(20 ‘Dickies? 1918.] Homes Bill. 


-week or two. 


r or borrower has not complied with the - 


tice to the discretion of the Commis-~ 


ster for Repatriation) [10.5].—I 


st st of the. customer with whom he was. 


« v . o ‘ . > 
. ye om aay F. 


we 


pet | 


might have no estate or antaresg leaving 
the place, or falling into arrears, after a ses * 
In that case, he would have” Sp 
built up no interest to sell, and the pro- a 
posal is to give the Commissioner discre- oe 
tion to cancel the agreement. There is a Te, 
difference between the purchaser who buys 
under the conditions referred to and the. — 3 
applicant who beeomes a borrower. In Wa 
the latter case, the necessity of proceeding a 
by the usual legal procedure is coritin teas na 
Motion agreed to. Mae 
Clause 49— oe 
1. The Commissioner may, with the consent. o i 
the Governor-General, arrange with any State ~ 
Savings Bank or any other prescribed institu- 
tion to provide homes for or, make advances to — Me : 
eligible persons upon such terms and condi- | 
tions as are agreed between the Commissioner eich 
and the bank oy institution. aan 
House of Representatives’ Amendment. a Teates 5 dane 
out “such terms and conditions as are agreed = 
between the Commissioner and the bank’or in- 
stitution ” and insert “ the same terms and con-, 
ditions as are provided by this Act.” - 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— — 
Minister for Repatriation) [10.9|—I — 
move— 
That the amendment be agreed to. 


When the Bill was before the. Committee 
previously, Senator Bolton drew attention 
to an ambiguity in the clause. He said 
it was not quite clear whether the Com- 
rhissioner, in any arrangement he made 
with the State Savings Banks, would_be 
in a position.to oblige them under that 
agreement to give the applicant the same 
terms as he himself would give. ‘This 
amendment makes it.clear than any ar- 
rangement with the Savings Bank must 
be on those terms. oe | 
Motion agreed to, eek ae 
Remaining amendments agreed to. 
Resolutions reported ; report adopted. — 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE 
DEMOBILIZATION. - 


APPOINTMENT OF A MINISTER IN LONDON. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [10.12].—In> 
reply to a question put by the 
Leader -of the Opposition (Senator 


Gardiner) yesterday in regard. to the 


demobilization of our overseas troops, T 


intimated fiat before honorable cseegand: og 


- ns : li ; a 


- moment. 
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dispersed I would probably be in a posi- 
tion to make a short statement to the 
Senate. I shall now proceed to redeem 
that promise. Since the termination of 
hostilities, the demobilization, embarka- 
tion, and repatriation of the Australian 
Overseas Forces has received the unre- 
mitting attention -of, the Government. 
Intimate consultation by cable has been 
ronducted between the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) and the Cabinet. As 
the result a scheme for handling 
the important problem involved has 
been adopted. This necessitates the 
creation in Britain of a control em- 
bracing military and civilian personnel. 
The work to be aecomplished at the other 
end includes—in addition to the shipping, 
feeding, and clothing of our men between 
the period of actual demobilizaton and 
embarkation in Britain—the great task 
of providing suitable occupation and 
training for so extensive a Force during 
the inevitable period of idleness. This 
period, it seems, will cover from nine to 
twelve months, however excellent may be 


the shipping arrangements, to return our — 


men to Australia. The Government’s de- 
sire is to see that to men who desire, dur- 
ing this period of waiting, to secure train- 
ing in the primary or secondary indus- 


tries to which they formerly had been © 


engaged, or wish to be engaged, the op- 
portunity will be available. This phase 
of the question must be regarded as pre- 
paratory to repatriation. After review- 
ing the whole matter, the Government 
has now decided that this work must be 
presided over by a responsible Minister. 
Official, or indiréct, responsibility for 
matters affecting so closely the interests 
of the men who have’ splendidly fought 
for the safety of ‘Australia will not be 
satisfactory to the people or Parliament 
of the Commonwealth. The Prime Minis- 
ter will return as soon as the duties of 
the Allied Conference and the Peace Con- 
ference permit. It is, of course, impos- 
sible to fix a date at the present 
The Minister for the Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook) must return for 
the visit of Lord Jellicoe, who is leav- 
ing England in February to review the 
naval programme and outlook of the 
Commonwealth. It will, therefore, be 
necessary to despatch a Minister to Lon- 

seretor Millen. — 


» wh 7 \ . ech wo Oe 2 oe a 
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ae 
a 


ir) 


over the Gaeas and s amivniies ci 
there. This will be arduous work, with 


of the business. 
fore, requested Senator bee the. 
ister for Defence, to proceed to Londo 
discharge this important undertakin a 
Senator Pearce has consented f/and tine de- 7: 
parture will be conditioned by the | sane 


movements of the Prime Minister and - the — 
Minister for the Navy at the other enc 

of the world. This statement deals, as 
honorable senators will see, with the pro- | 
blem as it presents itself in Great Britain. — 
As indicated on former occasions, the 
Government is developing, with proper 
care, suitable machinery at this end 
deal with the reception, training, and re- 
absorption of the Forces from overs as. 


will satisfactorily cope with this is most im 

portant question. : - 

DECEASED SOLDIERS’ ESTATES i 
BILL. 


, , “ae 
Bill returned from the House of -Re- 
presentatives, with amendments. 


Ordered— . 


That the message be taken into considera- 
tion forthwith. 


In Committee: x ie 
Clause 4 (Military Estates—how dealt 
with )— ee 
House of Representatives’ Anasimeme oe 


Add the following as sub-clause 2—‘ In this 
section, ‘prescribed authority’ means the 
Minister, or any of the following officers of the 
Department of Defence, namely, the Secretary, 
the Finance Secretary, the Assistant Finance 
Secretary, District Paymasters, or the Chief 


Paymaster of the Australian Imperial Forces 
abroad.” = 


Senator PEARCE (Western Austeale 
—Minister for Defence) [10. 16] ag 
move— gen 

That the Eenidiuvent be agreed to. — 


Tt was thought desirable that the oe 
who will be charged with the administra 
tion of these estates, so far as the Depart- 
ment is concerned, should be named, a1 d 
hence this amendment has: been ins od 
elsewhere. : 

Motion agreed to. 
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Louse of Representatives’ Amendment.— 
er _the word 2 person * ” first occurring, in- 
: “or institution.” 

~ enat or PEARCE (Western Australia 
_—Minister for Defence) [10,18].—I 
 move— : 

z x _ That the amendment be agreed to. 


ma he clause in which this amendment has 
es made relates to the disposition of 
- medals and decorations. The provision, 
Rf -as-it left this Chamber, provided that, in 
eases in which no legatee or other bene- 
‘s b fickary. had been prescribed by a deceased 
‘soldier, the Minister could authorize his 
é met dal and decorations to be handed over 
“te eee specified person. It was.intended 
P this power should also extend to any 
= Seictntion, such as a museum, public 
ae ibrary, or art gallery; but, through an 
“ 07 ersight, we neglected to do this. The 
s eee branch of the Legislature has now 
emedied this omission. 

~ Motion agreed to. 

2 ‘ - Resolutions reported ; report adopted. 


Bras 3 NAVAL DEFENCE BILL. 


Bill returned from the House 8f Repre- 
| a ntatives, without amendment. 


Sitting suspended from 10. 19 to 
es: ‘> 11.54 p.m. 
ee 


- PUBLIC SERVICE BILL. 


ie: ip returned from House of Repre- 
= sentatives without amendment, 


: Ros. DEFENCE BILL (No. 3). 
Bill returned from House of Repre- 
sentatives with amendments. 
ee ‘Standing and Sessional Orders sus- 
: pended. 
_~. Ordered— 
i. That the message be taken into considera- 
tion forthwith. 


In Committee: 
= House of Representatives’ Amendment. —In- 


After section 20 of the irincatrial Act the 

section is inserted :— 
ms ae “Soa. Notwithstanding anything  con- 
Ne tained in this Act an officer who is eligible 
a for p rom 
has served on active service abroad shall, 
her things being equal, be granted pre- 
ference in promotion to an officer of the 
ame rank who is eligible for promotion 


_ Naval Defer ned __ tx Dncemner, 1918.] 


ion to a higher rank and who 


‘i eur: 


Bill. 


to that higher rank, and .who has not 
served on active service abroad.’’ 


After section 40 of the principal Act the — 


following sections are inserted :— 
“40a. In time of war any person wh is 
employed under articles of apprenticeship 
may, notwithstanding any provision of or 


obligation under the articles, enlist in the _ 
and any person who so | 


military forces, 
énlists shall not be liable, during the 
period of his service in the forces, and 


until a reasonable period thereafter, to be _ 


claimed for service under the articles. 
‘“ 40s, (1) Any person employed under 
articles of apprenticeship who has in time 


of war enlisted in the military forces 
upon discharge from the military ~ 


shall, 
forees, unless the Minister otherwise de- 
termines, be entitled, within a period of 
three months -after the date of his dis- 


charge, or, in the case of a person dis- 


charged before the commencement of this 


section, within three months after such — 


commencement, to resume his employ- 
ment under his articles of apprenticeship, 


and the period served by him after dis- 


_charge shall be deemed to be a continuance 
of the period served by bis prior to en- 
listment. 

‘“* (2) If any master, upon the anvaaas 
tion of an apprentice who is entitled under 


the last preceding sub-section to resume ~ 


his employment, refuses to re-employ Dees 
he shall be guilty of an offence. 
‘* Penalty: Fifty pounds.’’ 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
Minister for Defence) [11.58].—I move— 


That the amendment be agreed to. 


The first of the two clauses will com- 
mend itself to honorable senators. It is 
to the effect that an officer who has been 
on active service shall have preference, 
with regard to promotion, over an officer 
who has not seen active service. With 
respect to the second clause, ‘inde! the 
Army Act, enlistment releases the obliga- 
tion of an apprentice to his employer. 
That has not been provided for in our 
Act, and, in the course of the present 


war, it has been found that if an appren-. 
tice enlisted he was liable to a civil action — 
for breaking the terms of his apprentice-— 


ship. And, if he went to.the war and re- 


turned, he could not call upon his em-. | 
ployer to complete the teaching of his— 


trade. This proposed clause will embody 
both those considerations. In the one 
case, enlistment will not be regarded as 
a breach of apprenticeship on the part of 
the employee; and in the second cireum- 
stance. if the employee returns and wishes 
to complete his articles, the employer 
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must re-employ A and complete. the ~ Petator PEARCE (Weste : 


period of training. 
Motion agreed to. 


Amendments in clause 7, and Sand 
ment to omit clause 10 agreed to. : 

House of. Representatives’ Amendment.—In- 
sert the following new elause:— 


**J14. Section 119 of the principal. Act 
is amended by omitting 
words ‘ without the authority of the Min- 
ister, be entitled to’ and inserting in 
their stead the words ‘except as pre- 
scribed.” ¥ 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
——Minister for Heston: [12.2 am.].—I. 
move— ° 


That the amendment be agreed 460: 2% 


The amendment relates to the stoppage of 
pay of members of the Forces if they are 
absent without leave. Under the law, they 
cannot have their pay stopped without the 
authority of the Minister. It is proposed 
_ now to have the matter dealt with by regu- 
lation. That iS to say, the approval of 
_ the Minister will not be required. 

Motion agreed to. 

House of Representatives’ sept te debt hess —In- 

sert the following new clauses:— 

“12a. Section 135 of the principal Act is 
amended by omitting from sub-section (5) the 
words ‘detained by that authority,’ and in- 

. serting in their stead the words ‘ handed~over 


by that authority to military custody for con- 


veyance to and detention’. 
*12z. Section 1358 of the principal Act is 
~repealed and the folowing section inserted in 
its stead :— 


‘1358. (1) Notwithstanding 
contained in the next two preceding sections, 
a person shall not be liable in any one year 
to confinement in excess of thirty days in 
respect of offences committed by him 
against the provisions of sub-section (1) or 

paragraph @ of sub-section (1A) of section 
135, or of costs-awarded in proceedings for 
such offenees, and any order or other autho- 
rity issued by a Court authorizing con- 
finement for a period in excess of such thirty 
days, shall, in so far as it relates to the 


period -in excess, be void, but nevertheless _ 


proceedings. shall not be-maintainable 
against the Commonwealth or any person 


any act or thing done in pursuance of the 
order or authority.’ 

* (2) In this section “ confinement” in- 
cludes detention under the authority ‘of 
section 135 of this Act, and custody under 
iene authority of the last aoa ‘sec: 
_. tion,’” 


therefrom the - 


-amended by omitting from sb-sects 


anything - 


~ after sub-section (1) thereof:—_ 


in respect of the order or authority or of - 


Minister for Defence) [12.5]. 
That the amendment be agreed ii 


“These new clauses deal with : E or 


ee 
os 


breaches of the- ‘compulsory trainin 
visions of the Act, under y 
tions are mostly recorded by n 
whose acquaintance with the law 
extensive.» The purpose of - 
make the intention of the Act 
as to avoid difficulties of interpr 
Motion agreed to. = 
House of Representatives’ ee 
Insert the following new clause :— 
12c. Section 138 of the principal. 


theréof the words “undergo sui 
training as prescribed, unless exempt 
some provision of this Act”, and 
their stead the words | become — 


quired ‘to perform additional _traini 2 
valent to the training from which © 


Minister for Dea 
move— 


The purpose of the amoraee [O 
reet an a Roccly in the Act. At pre 
theological students~ taken to 
the priesthood or become clergy 
exempted from training; but, nev 
less, they are, at present, required 
plete their training. As clergym 
exempted from the combatant prov 
of the Act, it is desirable that theolo 
students should not subsequently | 
upon to complete their trainin; 
amendment is to give etfect to 
pose. ae Ee em 
Motion. agreed ta. -~ eee 
House of Representatives’ 
Insert the following new clause :- 


12p. Section 142 of the princip 
amended by inserting the following 


“ (la) If any such male inha 
Australia is not registered in th 
prescribed in sub-section (1) of 
tion, he, and the parent, guardia 
son ‘acting in loco parentis, shall seve 
be suilty of an offence.” soak x 


ae 
Senator PEARCE (Western n eAu | 
Minister for Dotenee : 

move— — i 
‘That the amendment 


- This saben: to “ha registration of senior 
ee As the Act stands at eee a 
a boy is liable for an offence under these 
ovisions of the Act, but as the boy may 
- only fourteen years of age, and, there- 
- fore, under parental control, it is  pro- 
~~ bable that in some cases parents use their 
| > influence to prevent a boy from complying 
~ — with the provisions of the Act. In such 
_ @ases punishment should fall, not on the 
. boy, but on the parents. This amendment 
seeks to accomplish that purpose. 
_ Motion agreed to. 
House of Representatives’ Amendment. 
Insert the following new. clause : 


a - 128, After section 142 of the icikonal Act, 
the following section is inserted:— 
“pe — «142. Any male inhabitant. of Aus- 
iF ot tralia, Who has resided therein for six 
ee, months, and is a British subject, and whose 
bond fide residence is within a distance of 
- 5 miles, reckoned by the nearest practicable 
& route from the. nearest place appointed for 
wee training, and who is, at any time after he 


a - has attained the age of fourteen years, and 
- ——sCbefore he has attained the age of twenty- 
_-——- six:~syears, not registered for naval or 
~~ _ military training, shall be guilty of an 
“a -- offence.’ — 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
a Minister for Defence) [12.9 a.m.].—I 
_move— 
hat the amendment be agreed to. 
These two provisions deal with the same 
matter, and are expressed in somewhat the 
same way, except, that one déals with the 
_ liability in the year in which the boy be- 
comes fourteenyears of age, and_the 
_ other extends the liability until he ceases 
_ to become liable under the Coat pa SGEy, 
_ © training provisions. : 
Motion agreed to. : 
Resolutions reported; report sascer. 


ADJOURNMENT 


 VaLepicrvorny—Tar NorrHern'  TERRI- 
—poRY : ATTACK ON ADMINISTRATION. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
- Minister for Repatriation) [12.11 a. sath 
oF mrove— 

That the Sonate do now adjourn. 
rhe During the session which has just closed 
_ I have submitted many motions, but 
none with the same degree of pleasure 
_ which I experience on this occasion. I 
ay should like to take the opportunity, on 
3 of the Government, and, if I may 
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presume to do so, on behalf of honorable 
senators, to tender you, sir, our hearty 
thanks for the assistance which you have 
rendered in the discharge of public busi- 
ness, and to the unfailing courtesy and 
eminent fairness with which you have pre- 
sided over our deliberations. I should 
like, also, to include in this expression of 
our thanks the officers of the Senate for 
their unfailing courtesy and the assiduity 
with which they have striven to lighten 
our labours. I desire, further, to include 
the gentlemen of the Hansard staff. 
We have to remember that those who re- 
port our speeches in. this Chamber are — 
members of a staff charged with the duty 
of reporting speeches in both Houses; 
and whilst, on many occasions, as during 
the last week, the strain upon them has 
been extremely heavy, consequent upon 


our extended sittings, their labours have ~. 


been intensified by the extra pressure im- 
posed by the sittings of the other House. 
May I also be permitted to extend the 
thanks of the Government to members of 
this Chamber for the assistance they have 
given during the session, and particularly 
do I wish to thank those members who at 
great inconvenience have remained  to- 
night in ordér to complete the business 
programme of the Government. Perhaps, 
without wishing to create any invidious 
distinction, I might be permitted to ex- 
tend our special thanks fo members of the 
Opposition. I should like, also, to wish 
you, sir, and honorable senators, the best 
wishes in connexion with the approach- 
ing season. I trust honorable sena- 
tors will have an enjoyable Christmas, 
and that they will enter upon a pros- 
perous and satisfactory new year. 

The meeting of Parliament which “is 
now being concluded has been memorable 
for the fact that during its progress 
we were heartened and cheered by 
the signing of the armistice; and If 
hope that before we assemble again, 
peace terms will have been agreed upon, 
and peace treaties signed, so that we may 
be able to turn our attention to the con- 
sideration of those after-war problems 
which already are beginning to take 
shape in our minds. 


There is one other matter which I 
should like to mention, and that is, it is 
probable, if circumstances fall out as it 


shes eS te Re oy eae ee DUR Shas ee ae 
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is likely they will, and the intention of — 
the Government materializes, 
next we meet Senator Pearce will not be 
with us. I feel I shall express the feel- 
ings of honorable senators if I take this 
opportunity of assuming that the trip he 
will undertake has been successfully ac- 
complished, and that he will have entered 
upon his responsible duties in England. 
I have, with Senator Pearce, been a mem- 
ber of the Senate since the inception of 
this Parliament. I was thinking to- 
night of the changes which we* have 


mutually undergone during that period.’ 


When the Senate ‘first opened, Senator 


Pearce and I sat on the benches opposite, ~ 


with just the gangway between us. After 
a while, in the whirligig of polities, the 
honorable senator deserted me to occupy 
a seat on the benches on this side. With ~ 
very much greater consistency, I remained 
opposite, a consistency for which [ do 
not take too much credit. After a while, 
other changes occurred, and brought Sena- 
tor Pearce and myself side by side on these 
benches. I must express my apprecia- 
_ tion of my association with the honorable 
senator, and my firm conviction that, if 
~ he should-go to London, he ‘will discharge 
the heavy responsibihties which will fall 
-. upon him there with advantage to the 
country, and with credit to himself. 
Senator MAUGHAN = (Queensland) 
[12.16 a.m.|.—I take advantage of the 
opportunity, in seconding the motion, to 
indorse, in the main, 
have been made by. the Leader of the 
Senate. I join with him in his refer- 
ences to you, sir, and to the officers of the | 
House, including the members of the 
_ Hansard staff, and others who assist us 
- to conduct the business of the Senate. We 
are just at the close of one of the most 
arduous meetings of Parliament within 
the recollection of most honorable 
senators. Speaking on behalf of the 
Leader of the Opposition (Senator 
Gardiner), who is unavoidably absent, 
I may say that it has been a_plea- 
- sure to us, while criticising the measures 
_ brought before the Senate, ‘to assist in the 
¥ ~ expeditious conduct of the business of this 
Chamber. I think I should be failing in 
my duty if I did not indorse the remarks 
- made by Senator Mitlen in reference to 


that when > 


the remarks whielt 


See ys < 
—s 


Sea 


Senator Pearce. We have had differen 
of opinion with the honorable seng tor, 
but I hope that if he goes to Lon- 
don he will arrive there antl, and4 ou 
be spared to come back to A tralia. et 
If Senator Pearce while in London assists ; 
in the great work of demobilization, in ’ 
which we are all vitally interested, and es 
pecially those of us who have our Deh 
flesh and blood across the seas, I am_ 
that he will perform his duty well, “I 
need only add that I cordially wish hhon- 
orable Senn the merriest De le 


Soar 


Senator. FERRICKS 
[12.19 a.m.].-—I ask the indulgence of 
Senate for a few moments to get” back - 

“Shop. ae it not for the importan 


should note Ry: so at this final stage of the 
proceedings of the year. I feel impelled — 
to take this course, because of the answer = 


3d. per. bottle. 
President of the el 
(Senator Russell) from any reson ile 
for that reply, as the matter does no 
come within his Department. It repre- 
sents, either a departmental attempt a 
flippancy, or a woeful lack of kno 
ledge of the conditions that - exi 
and have existed, in the Northern Ter 
tory for the last ‘three or four years. fi 
is generally known that there has’ been 
condition of seething — discontent the 
during that period. The increase in t 
price ‘of beer is not the ‘cause of © 
trouble. As a matter of fact, the hi 
in the Northern Territory ‘have 
closed for the last fifteen days. 

Senator Mruiten.—lIs the discon 
due to the closing of the hotels? 

Senator FERRICKS.—I do not thi 
so. I believe it is due to the want 
tact of the Administrator. I should 
have referred to the matter at this 
only that I-do not desire that it : 
go out to the pen that. 


a 


‘wae 


yo Mis 


nt hems: eros is due 
& Bis: a _ rise in the price of beer. 
Personal friends and 
sel shoolm nates of mind. who have worked in 
. the @ Territory, tell me that there will 
never be harmony while Dr. Gilruth re- 
nes mains there. They say that he is de- 
ficient in tact; and we know that an ounce 
of tact is often worth a ton of bounce. 
Be The trouble, it appears to me, is that Dr. 
O Gilruth: does not understand the Austra- 
| ysiian- temperament. As an evidence of 
_ this, I may mention that he employs at 
rovernment House, Port Darwin, a staff 
whilst Australian. 


a 


= hinese servants, 


PS Py 


= Gilruth initiated and established a 


e. Satacyahip in the Northern Territory. 
The eoy and the whole of the civil 


Bets ritory without its contents being known 
to the Administrator. That kind of thing 
s not in harmony with Australian ideas 
of freedom. Any civil servant who -falis 
foul of Dr. Gilruth might as well leave 
the Territory. I may mention that Mr. 
Carey, the “Government Secretary, seeing 
Pas an opportunity to advance himself, ap- 
oe lied for, and obtained, a position as sub- 
manager ‘of Vestey’s Meat Works. When 
eaten ‘accepted the office, the whole of the 
om staff, including the manager, promptly re- 
-- signed, ‘because they would not work with 
Mr. Carey. We have received sheaves of 
_ correspondence and personal communica- 
ay - 
Ng tions from residents of the Territory, 
ox. which lead us to believe that there will 
Sn be no harmony there while Dr. Gilruth is 
retained as Administrator. I commend 
“to the Government the suggestion to ap- 
ee more tactful man. and one more 
, conversant with the developmental policy 
of Australia, if the occupation of the 
Northern Territor y is to be a success. I 
i am convinced that Dr. Gilruth does not 
oe desire it to be a success. I believe that 
there is an Australia-wide conspiracy in 
tain quarters to make a failure of it. 
ch pe that when Dr. Gilruth next comes 
| Me bourne the Government will seri- 


= 


wa 
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ously cross-examine him on the results” 
Since he has been 


of his administration. 
in the Territory there has not been a 
Minister in charge of it, and not even 
a Labour Minister, who has been able to 


grapple with the position and assert the — 
authority necessary for the proper con- © 


duct of affairs there. Each Minister ap-- 
pears to have taken all that the officials 
say as gospel, and no representations to” 
the contrary have had any weight. 
there is a change in the administration 
there will not be harmony in the North-_ 
ern Territory. = 


With respect to the felicitations yates 
have been uttered, I am sure that L wish 


honorable oy iade the best of all that is ~ 


going. Regarding the departure of Sena-. 


tor Pearce for London, might I sum up- 


my feelings on the matter in three or 
four words, and say that I am glad that 
he is going. J can indorse all that has 


been said by Senator Millen and Senator 


Maughan regarding the officials of the 
Senate. 


signed, and there will be an end to the 
bickering which sometimes has passed 
across the floor of this Chamber. So 
far as I am concerned, there is-no mem- 
ber of the Senate to whom personally [ 
bear any grudge. 


Senator PEARCE (Western. Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [12.24 a.m.]|— 
May I be permitted to saya few words. It 
is just possible that for some time I may 
not be here again. JI should like. to 


thank Senator Millen, Senator Ferricks, | 


and Senator Maughan for their words. 
Tn view of what Senator Ferricks has last 


said, it has occurred to me that possibly — 


the interpretation which should be put 


upon an earlier remark may be different — 


from what some honorable senators might 
expect. I should like to go away feeling 
that, 
cise and think I have made mistakes, 
they, like Senator Ferricks, do not bear 
any personal grudge against me. 
expresses my own feeling towards them, 
towards Senator Ferricks, and the mem- 
bers of the Opposition cenerally. The 


work,.I have been asked to undertake is — 
heavy and responsible, and I hope that 


Until © 


I trust. sincerely that by the 
next time we meet peace will have been 


although honorable senators criti-/ 


ao eas — om 8 is 


oF 
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I shall be able to carry-it out satisfac- 
torily in the interests of the men who 
have done so much for us. I join in the 
felicitations that have been expressed by 
other honorable senators, and trust that 
the season’s greetings will be hearty and 
well enjoyed. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Before putting the motion, 
I desire, on my own behalf, ‘to express 


my appreciation of the kindly remarks 


which were made regarding myself by 


the Leader of the Senate (Senator 
Millen), and which, I believe, were 
indorsed by most honorable  sena- 


tors present. I have received all the 
assistance, unfailmg and generous kind- 
ness, and courtesy that the Government 
—and especially the Ministers in- this 
Chamber—could render me. 
thank the Leader of the Senate for that 


unfailing kindness and generous treat-. 


ment which are characteristic of him in 
dealing both. with myself and with the 
officers of the Senate. I indorse and ean 
re-echo what Senator Ferricks said -re- 
earding Senator Pearce’s mission to Lon- 
don. With him, I say I am glad Senator 
Pearce is going—because I believe Senator 


Pearce is the man of all men in Aus- - 


tralia best fitted to do the very import- 
ant work that has to be done there. In 
the interests, not only of Australia, but 
of those splendid men_with whose welfare 
he will be charged on the other side of 
the world in connexion with the import- 
ant task of demobilization and repatria- 
tion > 

Senator Ferricxs.—What I meant 
was that I was glad he was leavine the 
Defence Department. 

The PRESIDENT.—I have expressed 


only my own opinion in my own way. I- 


do not. presume to express the opinion 
of anybody else. I have also to thank 
all honorable senators on both sides of 
the Chamber for their unfailing kindness, 
generous treatment, and uniform cour- 
tesy towards myself, and the assistance 
they have always given Ime in the dis- 
charge of my duties. It has been a plea- 
sure to me to preside over the delibera- 
tions of the Senate, because of the good 
feeling that I believe’ has always existed 
between myself and every member of it. 
I reciprocate that good feeling towards all 
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I must: 


every Fees iat has Se no- e 


thing but ready respect, ready attend- 
ance, and a prompt desire to do boa © 
thing necessary for the convenience cand — 
comfort of honorable senators generally. — 

-I desire, also, to express on behalf oe 
the whole Senate our appreciation of the Re 


= 


splendid way in which the Hansard staff 


have discharged the very important work cs 


with which they are charged, because the, 
keeping of an absolutely impartial, full, 
accurate, and fair account of the pro- 


ceedings of the Senate is the most im: | 


portant of all work... They have per- 
formed their duties in a manner which, 


I am sure, has earned the full commen- — 


dation of every honorable senator. ~I 
have never heard a complaint from any 
honorable senator of the way in which — 
the Hansard staff have done their work, 
and I think we can all pay them Hee 
compliment of saying that no complaint 
would ever have been justified. oe Ts 


as 


In speaking on a similar motion last 
session, L expressed the hope that by the- 
time another year had rolled by, the 
angel of peace would have unfolded its — 4 
wings ever a tortured world, and that we S 
should be able again to enjoy the bless- _ 
ings which peace ‘alone can bring. I be ~ 
lieve we can now. congratulate ourselves 
that, if peace has not already been — 
reached, it is at any rate within measur 
able distance, and likely within the very — 
near future to be an accomplished fact. — 
A great portion of our thanks for ee 
ing about that peace must be due to those © 
splendid sons of Australia who went — 
overseas to take. part in the gigantic = 
struggle. They have worthily upheld the ~ 
name of Australia while fighting side by — 
side with the sons of the Mother Coun- 
try and of the Allied Nations’ in the 
dreadful struggle which has just ter- 
minated. Side by side with them the 
have endured all the horrors of this tei 
rible war. Together with them they hi | 
marched into the mouth of hell in so 
of the dreadful battles of awful 2 
gigantic prepay pies ee q 


na 
“48 


a if 
Abi ake ag: 


an 


4 


logethe: “with Sient they have 
intel the tortures and’ humi- 
tions tk at accompany a retreat, and | 
after a glorious vietory, they are 
is ; a eg ” a triumphant marchside by side 
rd “step by step with the sons of the 
d Mo her Nation and the Allied countries 
across the Rhine, to take possession of 
German territory and insure that the 
- uns shall no longer torture the world. ~ 
es We e ought to felicitate ourselyes on, the 
grea “services our splendid sons have 
Ye ndered to the Allied cause, and in de- 
: i ce of the integrity of Australia. Their 
Sel ices should always be held in grateful 
remembrance by this Parliament and by 
le Pacople of Australia, and the debt that 
we owe to them should be repaid in 
“venerous measure, nor should we ever 
| vil at the cost, no matter what it may 


>a 
w 
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a % hope etaccbie ‘semators wil enjoy a 
ppy time when they reach. the bosom 
of their families; that their Christmas 
wil | be one of unalloyed enjoyment, and 
the coming year a period of uninterrupted 
er I trust_that before we meet 

th 2 blessings. of peace will be finally 
ma plished, so that the world may again 


lustr oy mad social development, which 
e possible only in time of peace. 


= 2 estion resolved in the affirmative. 
n ate adjourned at 12.33 a.m. ispecies 
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OS Rouse at Representatines, 


ile ee (Hon. W, Elliot Johnson) 


chair at 11 a.m., and read 


ig RETURNED AMMUNITION 
ee ~ WORKERS. 


- TUDOR. —Some time ago I 
rht t under the notice of the Assistant 


back ‘enn’ Before he left Aus- 
he was a pemporary employee in 


‘done. . 


. SMT 2. a ee lee Fig eee er ale > os os 
: ss ? Pep fre et pea. a ieee . a * TF hy x - ot 
ae eo a Fl gi ban he ao ae abt . FS 
ps ¥ est * wate se erat 5 ; “ ef. “, ; 
ty ce Po | gn bi ae 
ots itior ; ' o ' 
ed st ni ion 4 20 Tisewuine: 1918.) Workers. : a meee: : 


the Railway Department of the State Go- = 
vernment, but as that Government is now) 
obtaining all its employees through the — 

Repatriation Department, he cannot get 

back to his former work. He is a man — 

with a sick wife.- E do not know whe-— re 
ther there are many such cases, but I ask 
the Minister to sea that returned muni- | fh 
tion workers are given a fair chance of 
getting back to their previous | employ- +e “ 


ment. ay 
Mr. WISE.—TI shall see what can ‘be 


PAPERS. : 

The following papers were srtietiohees 
Taxation.—Report of the Comnuae ae 
1915-16. Matas ey 
Ordered to be printed. pee ss 


Naval Defence Act.—Regulations amended—_ 
- Statutory bis ay 1918, Nos. 317 and 318. 


jogs 
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DEFENCE OF AUSTRALIA. © - 
Visit or Lorp Jetuicon, Pas 


Mr. WATT- ( Balaclava—-Acting Prime — 
Minister and Treasurer) [11. 4). ES 
leave.)—Some time ago, when the — 
Loan Bill was under discussion, I 
intimated that the Government de- 
sired to revise the Naval and Naval 
Base programme of Australia, and 
hoped to be able to inform the House that 
an expert of eminence would be allowed ~ 
by the British Admiralty authorities to 
visit Australia to give us-advice. The 
Minister for the Navy_ (Sir Joseph 
Cook) had been in touch with the Ad- 
miralty authorities before that announce- 
ment was made, and now that the de- 
mobilization of the Imperial Navy is in _ 
prospect, he has accomplished something — 
which I think will especially gratify the 
citizens of this country. Late last night, I 
was advised by him that it has been defi- 
nitely decided that Lord Jellicoe should 
leave for Australia in February to re- 
view: the whole Naval position. Theright — 
honorable gentleman. added that the an- 
nouncement could now be made public. 
That our importance is held to warrant — 
the election. of this officer, who served his 
country so illustriously during the early 
part of the war, and that we are to 
obtain the best advice on Naval defence © = 
that modern science and eipara can oe 
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> marks 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), but, either 
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od 
give us, will, I am sure, arouse in the 


breasts of the Australian people a feeling 
of confidence and pride. 


Mr. Maruews.—Will our ships come 


) back then ? 


Mr. WATT.—The . demobilization © of 


the Australian section of the fleet is now 


under consideration. 

Lt.-Colonel Apport.—Is a military ex- 
pert adviser to visit Australia ? 

Mr. WATT.—I have no announcement 
to make on that subject yet: 


PRICES OF SUGAR. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—With regard to the 
statement of the honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. MeWilliams) yesterday 
concerning the prices at which sugar can 
be obtained abroad, will the Minister for 
Trade and Customs tell the House, or, if 
that cannot be done before the holidays, 
publish in the ‘press, a statement of the 
prices of sugar both inside and outside 
Australia ? 


Mr. GREENE. Being engaged else- 
where at the time, I did not hear the re- 
of the honorable member for 


before or immediately after the holidays, 


_I shall gladly make a statement setting 


‘out the full position, and giving the 
world’s prices of sugar. This, I think, 
will clear up a good many misconcep- 
tions. 


DEPARTURE OF FRENCH 
MISSION. -=- 
Mr. WATT.—I wish to read to the 
House, for the information of honorable 
members, a letter which I have received 
from General Pau, who leaves’ Australia 
to-morrow. It is addressed in a personal 
way to me, and is as follows :— | 


République Frangaise, 
Melbourne, 19th December, 1918. 


_Mission Francaise en Australie. 


‘Dear Mr. Watt, 


The French Mission is now about to leave 
this country after having received, not only 
‘from the Commonwealth and State Govern- 
ments of Australia, but from the whole, Aus- 
tralian people, a welcome of which the 
cordiality, generosity and genuineness will 
never be forgotten by us. 


(REPRESENTATIVES. 1% 


% PAYMENT OF PENSIONS BEFORE _ 


a 


a* ie Sa ura 4 ' : “9 
French Missie a. 


extended to us, but ean us to our n 
country, and we do not expect ever being ah 
to express by any words or actions the sin 
cerity and depth ef our gratitude. Yas 

Remembering, however, what Australia has i 
done for France during these last four years 
of common ordeal _and glory; we, members — am 


say to pay a debt of gratitude, “because? that 
would be impossible, but we should like to 
mark in some visible way that the name 


*< 


_ Australia is now written in our mae, 


as a passing sign of our Series to Aus 
tralia—which will be everlasting—allow me, 
dear Mr. Watt, to offer you the enclosed 
sum of £1,000, “which it is my wish to see 
distributed by you in the best way in your 
discretion to the widows and orphans of the 
Australian heroes who, by voluntarily giving ~ : 
their lives to a sacred cause, have so largely 
contributed to the defence of the soil of France 
and to the now triumphant Meet of the 
Allies. F 
Renewing the expression of my 
friendship, believe me, dear Mr. Watt, ae & 
Yours iors sincerely, Cees 
Ses ee - GENERAL G. gas 


This offer is an exceptional one, and, on 2 
behalf of this House. and the people “OL 
Australia, I shall take the earliest oppor “a 
tunity to express our grateful recognition — 

of the generosity of the French Mission, 
and of the illustrious soldier who is at Age 
head. ae 


Honoraste Mempers,-—Hear, heart sie 


~ 


HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. STORY.—Next Thursday, hein 
the day after Christmas Day, is a public 
holiday, and I therefore ask the Post 
master-General if he will arrange tha’ 
the pensions and military allotments » pay 
able through the post offices shall be o 
tainable before Christmas Day, and th 
all persons interested shall be notified ig 
that arrangement. ae 


Mr. WATT.—So far as lies i . m 
T shall endeavour to do what is. 


‘power, t 
suggested. Another Department has. 


“say” in the matter; but, if it will - 
into line with the Post Office Departm 
the wishes of the honorable member wil 
be met. | 


0929 


- INSURANCE: REPLIES TO. 
Sia QUESTIONS. 
_ Mr. FENTON.—Has the Prime Min- 


> +>) 
ister yet received a reply to a question 


___-which I put to him the other day on an 

“pee nsurance matter? Will he also see that 

the replies to questions which are un- 

~ answered in Parliament shall be sent, 

during the recess, to the postal addresses 
of members? 

- 


Mr. WATT.—I asked last night for 


the information which the honorable 
member seeks, and was told that it had 


a. 


‘ 
¥ 


BE, for it. I shall see that the information, 


z 


holidays, is supplied to the honorable 
member by post. 


">. ~*~ NEW SOUTH WALES. 
Ss re. ~Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT.—Ai the-present 
_ moment practigally all the flour mills in 
the northern part of New South Wales 
contemplate closing down because they 
 eannot get a supply of controlled wheat, 
and this year the wheat crops in that part 
Boss < ‘of the world have been an absolute failure 
_ by reason of the drought. 
freight which would have to be paid 
would make it unprofitable to buy wheat 
aie: in the southern parts of the State for the 
use of these mills. Is the Minister for 
- Trade and Customs able to release some 
of the controlled wheat so that milling 
i operations may’continue ? 
if _ Mr. GREENE.—1I. shall see how far 
_. it is possible to do what the honorable 
member suggests, and shall consult Sena- 
tor Russell on the subject. It will, I 
think, require a slight adjustment of the 
Ec price of flour, and possibly of bread, 
throughout the northern areas of New 
South Wales. If what the honorable 
member asks can be done, I shall see that 
it is done, and that he is informed of the 
action taken. 


<3 
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NAVY AND DEFENCE 

_.._ ADMINISTRATION. _ 
Mr. TUDOR—Has the Ministry yet 

considered what action it will take in 
"SS eae 
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The. heavy ~ 
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regard to the report of the Commission 
on Navy and Defence Administration? Is 
it intended to appoint a Judge to make 
a further inquiry? | 


Mr. WATT.—The: Ministry will not 


have time to deliberate concerning this or 


any other question until Parliament has 
adjourned for the holidays, but I shall 


see that the promise that I gave to the 


honorable member is observed. As soon 


as the Hansard record of the speech of — 


the honorable member for Bass (Mr. — 
Jensen) and of speeches made on the sub- 
ject in the Senate réaches me, it shall 
have my personal attention, and Cabinet — 


deliberation will follow. ; 


> hi ras 


EXPORTATION OF PERISHABLE 


PRODUCE. 2 


Mr. RODGERS.—Will the Acting 
Prime Minister make to the Home autho- 
rities the most urgent representations 


possible, with a view to securing an im- 
mediate supply of insulated space to en- 


able the exportation of meat, which is 
now, by reason of the weather conditions, 
and the very full supply of fat stock, 
taking up all the refrigerating accommo- 
dation within the Commonwealth, to con- 
tinue? This will permit Australia to com- 
mercialize her great flocks and herds, 


will keep employment going, and will pre-. 


vent waste. 


_ Mr. WATT.—TI have already, for the 
information of the Prime Minister (Mr. 


Hughes), sketched the problem in very 


bold outline as it has been presented-to 
me by the interests concerned, and by re- 
presentatives in this chamber. I have 
told him of the urgent and clamant 
necessity for doing all that we can to ob- 
tain insulated space to relieve the meat 
and fresh-fruit situation. I have no 


doubt that he is doing what he can, but — 


I have no definite information as to what 
success has so far attended his efforts. 


PUBLIC SERVICE BILL (No. 3). 


Bill received from Senate, and (on 
motion by Mr. Warr) read a, first time. 
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WAR-TIME PROFITS TAX 
_ ASSESSMENT BILL. 


Bill ie ee from the Senate, _with 


amendments). 

Ordered— 

That the message be considered io a later 
hour of the day. ‘. 


APPROPRIATION: BILL 1918-19. 


Bill returned from the Senate, without 
request. 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 


MATHEWS:—In view of the ex- 
uth aects acute situation in the 


Northern Territory, will the Minister for 
Home and Territories consider the ad- 


visableness of appointing a Commission 
to visit the Territory to inquire into the 
disabilities under which the people of 
Darwin are suffering and to hear sug- 
gestions as to the best means of ameliora- 
ting their condition ? 
ei AE, -GLYNN.—t have already dealt 


- with the question as to whether or not. 


_ the appointment of such a Commission is 
a desirable and do not think that we should 
_be justified in sending up another. The 
- whole, position has been under considera- 
_ tion for some time. 
ie the Administrator should visit Melbourne, 
é and when he comes down, as he will do 
- about February next, we shall go into 
_ the whole question of the situation in the 
Territory. I cannot promise the honor- 
able member that a Commission will be 
Bent up. 


WAR INVENTIONS. 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON.—In regard 
to the improvements that have been made 
in respect ef civil and mechanical engi- 
‘neering as the result of experience gained 
in the war, will the Acting Prime Minis- 


designs and models of sueh mechanical 
appliances as, say, locontotives and light 
at the 


road-making 


appliances, used 


_ the erection of telephone and telegraph 
__ lines, and other undertakings which have 


the war? 


- districts. 


“to sneer in this sardonic way — 


‘as the Leader of the. Opposition “¢ 


It was decided that ~ 


ter consider the advisableness of securing — 


lines of railway, bridges, pontoons, and ~ 
- Front, as well as of improved systems for 
j "proved most yaluable in connexion with 


I urge that these should bé a> 
sae for. sg Beta of ee i 


a. i ; 
aie LN ck 
4 =,* ee 2 
Cagis! Sea aN eS athe 
er are Sa me Rete <2 
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ie 


Will the peter 
these matters their “earnest conside 


Mr. Tupor. = Dhis sounds 2 
essay. a 
Mr. WATT.—It is all ery Ww 


the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. de ) 


quest‘on put by my honorable ~ 
(Mr. John Thomson), who, if he» 


would no doubt put them. in a more | 
densed form. This is a.one-a-session sik ue 
tion in tabloid form, and I shall s : 

the suggestion conveved in it. is 
sidered by the Government. — “ 


SHAW WIRELESS WORK! 


Dr. MALONEY.—I desire to as 
Acting Prime Minister whether he 
have printed the report made in 
nexion With the offer of the Shaw W 
less Works to the Postmaster-Gene 
Department? cor i: 

Mr. WATT.—Yes;_ I see no “inert 5 
to that. I have read the oe c oe A 


sould Gee a cosa apne * ae on ¢ 
whole matter. I shall eonsult the A 
ing Attorney-General (Mr. Geol 
whether that can bé- done, i 


§: CENSORSHIP. rs a 

Mr. FOWLER—€an the 
Prime Minister explain how it i 
the censorship is still being rigor 
exercised, and that it has been “ust 
prevent the sending of messages to’ ' 
Britain in connexion with the 
trouble in the Northern Territory 
Mr. WATT.—I am not aware that 
has been. done. IE have seen in the 
papers the statement that the mess 
ne co to. the "fan fev troubl S 

th 


"Oo _The naa enka is still 
xer cised in the way I have indi- 


> Mr “WATT. al shall inquire into the . 
matter. The Minister for Defence (Sena- 
Pearce) is the only member of the 
binet who has personal touch with the 
scorch. I shall ascertain what was 
oe ai e reason for the action taken, because 
the | promise of the Government “still 


oa FRPAYMENTS TO SOLDIERS 
AN D THEIR DEPENDANTS. 


: . BRUCE —In reply to a question 

put ° EB ccantly by the honorable member for. 
_ Perth (Mr. F owler) with regard to over- 
"4 - pay yments to soldiers, the Assistant Min- 
__ ister for Defence (Mr. Wise) supplied the 


. were due to the negligence of the Depart- 
‘ment, the soldier concerned would not be 
gentleman whether’ he is aware that the 
erpretation placed upon this -decision 
iat,.where any overpayment has been 
mad, 3, éither to a soldier or the dependant 

of a soldier, and has accrued to the bene- 

fi ‘of either, the Department will not, 
n if it was'the result of its own neg- 


o) Beuleman consider that such an in- 
pretation is fair, in view of the fact 
n 99 cases out of 100 such ~overpay-_ 
ants must be for the benefit of the sol- 
‘Ce die " concerned or his dependants? - 

aoe Mr . WISE. —I am not aware that the 
_ decision is being interpreted in that way, 

db ne tI shall make inquiries. _ 


tN VINCEN T’S HOSPITAL, FAIR. 
PA DVERTISEMENT IN “ TRIBUNE.” 


| Mr. PALMER. —As a preliminary to 
ne i Seabaites I shall put to the Acting 
ie ae ime Minister, I desire to call his atten- 
ti on to an advertisement in a newspaper, 
_ teaen 19th December. In this ad- 
sement there appears a mutilated 
eture of the Australian flag. Only that 
a pe 5 | of the flag which distinguishes it 
from the Union Jack is shown. Under- 
‘neath it appears an announcement of an 
me rte eer: to vik held at ite eee 


answer that, where such overpayments . 


=p ene ied: _I desire to ask the honorable — 


nee, make a refund? Does the honor- 


pear in it. 


PR. ela lg ee ia) Se TE ge 

ie Fin heh aa iid ad ee the as” 

oe a als as y : , = " < 
[20 December, 1918.] Hospital Fair. sat 


Hospital, and the statement that a Noble. 
Guard will escort His Grace, Dr. Manteca Fok , 
to the building. where he will be received — 

by a guard of honour of returned soldiers. — 

I desire to ask the honorable pemilerienee ea 
whether this guard of honour of returned cats 
soldiers has been authorized by the Go- 
vernment, and whether they are prepared 2 
to permit an announcement concerning a. “me 
guard of honour of returned soldiers to — ie 
appear under a picture showing a mutila- os 
tion of the British flag? ; Te 


* Mr. Farxiner.—What is ‘the news: 
sh Is it the Presbyterian M —. 
Mr. WATT.—The honorable mem- 


ber for Echuca (Mr. Palmer) has handed ~ 
me the newspaper which, I find, is ei ese 
Lribune, a journal of Catholic informa-— 
tion and literature. This is the first. hae 
have seen of the advertisement. i er : 
picture the Union Jack has, apparently, 
been cut out of the Australian ensign— 
whether by design or to provide space for — 
an announcement to be printed on es 
flag I do not know. 


sts Parmur.—By design, I am sure. 


*, WATT.—I do not know what the 
Noble Guard is, but I have seen a refer- 
ence to it before. 

Mr. Lynceu.—lIs it possible that, ‘ie 
tolerant member for Echuca might be 
making a mistake? 

Mr. WATT.—Yes; I do not think he 
claims Papal infallibility. } 

Mr. Fenron.—Why not allow a picture 
of the honorable member for Echuea to be 
printed in the vacant space in the flag? 

Mr. WATT.—I was going to suggest — 
that a photograph of myself should ap- ea: 
It might, however, be mis-_ 
taken for the physiognomy of a Catholic 
priest, and, perhaps, it would not be ad- ~ 
visable to do anything of the kind. Speak- — 
ing seriously, however, as to the guard of — 
returned soldiers, I should say, without 
any knowledge of the facts at all, that it 
is highly improbable that anything of the 
kind has received the official sanction oe 
the Defence Department. | 

Mr. Tupor.—Returned soldipts: hase a 
right to do what they like in "that payed: 

“Mr. WATT.—I am not speaking of that. 

It is a matter for the returned soldiers, 


- whether Boman Catholics or Protestants, F 
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opportunity of 
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German Bases 


[REPRESENTATIVES | 


an the Pacific. | 


to decide for themselves whether they 
should line up in connexion with a fune- 
tion of the kind, but the Defence Depart- 
ment would not provide a guard of honour 
on such an occasion. 

Mr. Brucr Smirn.—They could not 
appear in uniform without permission. 


Mr. WATT.—I think not. 


INTER-STATE COMMISSION. 
Mr. HIGGS.—Will the Acting Prime 
Minister state whether it is true that Mr. 
Swinburne has resigned from the Inter 
State Commission, and, if so, whether the 
Government propose to appoint a, suc- 


- cessor or to abolish the Commission? ~ 


Mr. WATT.—Mr. Swinburne has for- 
warded a letter of resignation to 
me, as the acting head of the Go- 
vernment, but I have had no 
presenting it to the 
Cabinet to determine what shall be done. 
The resignation involves on our part con- 
sideration as to whether the office can be 
filled temporarily. As to that, I have no 
advice from the Crown Law officer. 

~Mr. Srycram.—Or whether: the Com- 
mission should be abolished? 


Mr. WATT.—It also involves a care- 
ful consideration of the functions of the 
Commission, and the question as to how 
far they can be beneficially extended or 
altered by statute. We can do nothing ix 
that regard by Executive act. 


GERMAN BASES IN THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. SAMPSON.—Together with other 


honorable members I have received copies 


of a resolution passed by various shire 
councils in Victoria—following upon 
action taken by the City Council of St. 
Kilda, which is in the Acting Prime 
Minister’s constituency—indorsing the 
resolution recently passed by this House 
respecting German bases in the Pacific. I 
desire to ask the Acting Prime Minister 
whether he has received from the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) or the British 
War Cabinet any reply to the message 
forwarding for the information of the 
British Government the resolution passed 
by this House. 

Mr. WATT.—I have not received any 
official reply thvcugh the Secretary of 


Y 


State for the Colonies and the Governor, ‘ 
General, but I have been, and am still, in — 
frequent touch with the Prime Minister 
with regard to the matter. I receive 
yesterday a cablegram from my right es: | 
orable colleague asking for certain infor- 
mation of a-vital kind in relation to it 
That information is now being: <ollseetas is 
and will be despatched to-day. I shall 
see that with its despatch a statement of 
the strong feeling that exists amongst a 
large section of the people of. this part of — 
Australia in support of the resolution — 
passed by this House is also conveyed to — 
the Prime Minister for the information of — 


Ss “£7 
\ ok. ae 


the British War Cabinet. ae | ;: 


DEFENCE DEPARTMENT. 
Har Contract. 


Mr. TUDOR.—In regard to the De- 
fence Department’s hat contract, may [ 
ask the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt) to see that both employees and em- 
ployers are consulted before any of the 
conditions are altered ? 


Mr> WISE=—I shall- subniit the sue : 
gest'on to the Minister for Defence. , 


[TRISH INTERNEES. ae ad 


Mr. BRENNAN.—I ask the Acting — 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) whether on 


_ this, the last day of the sittings, and o 


near Christmas, he will definitely state 
whether we may expect that the Irish in- 
ternees will be permitted to have their 4 
Christmas dinner at home. Jf I might — 
add one sentence, | would say that an 
announcement of the kind would | give 
great gratification to the general public) 
and especially to the honorable member 
for Echuca (Mr. Palmer). 


Mr. WATT.—The honorable none 
has finished with such a strange tail to Hiss 
question, that [ think I might refer the 
proposition to a Select Committee of ne 
namely, the honorable member for Echuca _ 
(Mr. Palmer); and if the honorable mem- 
ber for Batman (Mr. Brennan) would e 
devote the remainder of his time to read-— ‘ 
ing the evidence given at such an inquiry, 
it probably would inate his dark- ee 
ened mind. 4 P36 ed - 
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Influenza Epidemic 
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- - Mr. Brennan.-There was nothing 
wrong in the way I put the question. 
| Mr. WATT.—The question was quite 
mild compared with what the honorable 
member generally attempts-and achieves. 
“se It is the intention of the Government, 
with regard to the men who are to be re- 
; “Teased, that they shall be released with- 
tout delay, and I should not be at. all 
surprised if the necessary machinery has 
I shall in- 


nod 


~ 


been set in effective motion. 
RG quire and faeilitate the matter, for we 
have no desire to keep these men interned 
one hour longer than is necessary. 


“INFLUENZA EPIDEMIO. 
Dr. MALONEY.—Will the Acting 
_ Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 


_ form of treatment of influenza, and pre- 
cautionary measures taken in other coun- 
_ tries, especially England and the United 
States, to combat the epidemic ? 


~ Mr. GREENE.—TI understand that an 


E. address has been delivered by Dr. Cump- 
ston, Director of Quarantine, at a confer- 
ence held of State representatives, setting 


of treatment and so forth. Copies of 
: _ that address have, I think, been printed 
ie and, forwarded to the various branches of 


the British Medical Association for dis- 
tribution amongst the members through- 
~ out Australia. 
| - RECRUITING LITERATURE. . 
Mr. BAYLEY.-—It had been my in- 
tention, when the general Estimates were 
_. under discussion, to say something about 
“Shea expenditure incurred in connexion 
with recruiting, but owing to the expedi- 
tion with which the Estimates were passed 
J had no opportunity. I must, therefore, 
content myself with asking the Minister 
in charge of Recruiting (Mr. Orchard) 
to state who is responsible for the expen- 
_ diture in connexion with the issue of 
printed matter for the few months prior 
_ to the signing of the armistice? 
 -~Mr. ORCHARD.—Before I became as- 
sociated with recruiting, in an adminis- 
_ trative capacity, and after almost every 
avenue of approaching eligible men had 
been exhausted, the Director-General of 
Ca, . 


oe pete oes ig ry 
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_ Greene) inform the House of the latest: 


out, as far as possible, the proper methods. 


Red Flag. 9933 
Reeruiting, Mr. Donald Mackinnon, con- 
ceived the idea of a “ follow-up ” system, 
with letters and illustrative literature, to 
he posted, direct to the men of military 
age, and orders for printing were placed 
by him with the various firms. After 


taese had been completed, it was found 


that the lists of eligibles were larger than 


_anticipated. The matter was then referred — 


to me; and, after consultation with the 
Treasurer, the order for printing was in- 
erevased in order to complete the scheme. 


DEFENCE CLERKS FOR 
ENGLAND. 


Dr. MALONEY.—Has the Assistant 


Minister for Defence (Mr. Wise) been” 


able to make inquiries in reference to the 


sending of thirty Defenee clerks to Eng- 


land? Will the honorable gentleman con- 
sider whether there are not enough clerks 


to be found amongst the soldiers at the 


Front- to make up this number and thus 
save the expense of sending men from 
here, especially when those sent are not 
returned soldiers ? 


Mr. WISE.—I shall do so. 


RED FLAG. 
RELEASE OF OrFENDERS. 


Mr. TUDOR.—On two oceasions the 
Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) has 
been. interviewed by deputations in refer- 
ence to those two or three persons who 
have been punished for flying the red flag. 
Will the honorable gentleman consider the 
matter with a view to clemency being 


exercised, in view of the fact that the. 


armistice has been signed, and, further, 
that there is practically no necessity for 
this War Precautions Regulation at the 
present time? The man Richard Long, 
who I understand is in gaol 

Mr. Warr.—That is the man from the 
Yarra Bank? 


Mr. TUDOR.—Yes. 


He is a perfectly 


harmless person; and I shall be obliged - 


if the Acting Prime Minister can see his 
way to exercise Christmas clemeney_ to 
him and others similarly circumstanced. 
Mr. WATT.—The honorable member, 
with a number of his friends interested 


in the matter, did see me on a couple of - 
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occasions, ween I Sand to fan in- 
quiries. 1 communicated with the Attor- 
ney-General’s Department, and have been — ena Wibercdadh Governmen 
expecting a reply every day; further, ] shall take an opportunity, however 
yesterday spoke to the Solicitor-General discreetly convey to the State ‘Treas 
on the matter, and as goon as L get “a the suggestion of the honorable me 
chance [ shall go into it. I have no ob- “ 
jection, from a Government point of view, — QUEEN SLAND WAR LO: 
if there is no legal objection, to the re- . COMMITTEE. 


lease of the men who have made this mis- Mr.. WATT.—On the vth 
take. the honorable member for Brisbane 


: ee asked the following 
DR. MANNIX. ~ © tions :— bi 


rome ParaDrE or Honour. >» 1. Who were the members of the Qu 
: Ra . é Central War Loan Committee? ~ 
Mr. PALMER.—T should like to know. - 2, What amount did each member re 


whether the Government gave, or would in connexion with the Seventh War L 


_give, permission for-returned soldiers in 3. What was the total expendi 


romps: for the Seventh War Loz 
eatfoen: “tor parade in honour of Dr. (a) Advertising; (b) printing and p 


Mannix, as stated in the Tribune. (ce) salaries; (d) commissions? — 
Mr. WISE.—I am not in a position to The answers to the honorable: m: 
= SBY, but I should certainly think not, at questions are as foll | 
any rate, with the authority of the De- 1, President—Mr. John : MeMinabes? may 

Brisbane; chaltueee Me Frank Bo 

fence Ths arate : ee ee 
fe io ° Peden D. Bi GCP 

‘ GOVERNMENT PRINTER: BONUS. 

_ Mr, FENTON.—An item has appeared Ww. Byram, Ufa ae ie eeescaa. MLC. nee 
on the Estimates from year to year, on H. Whittingham. .- 
the recommendation of the Treasury De- _°2. No eeprced have been made to the 
partment, of £150 per annum to be paid, 
by way of bonus, to the Government ary, 
’ Printer of the State of Victoria for, I 3. Particulars of the total ed = 


Queensland for the Seventh War Loan are 
presume, work done on behalf of ue Com- Hot vel avallallek@ The informa oni. will 
monwealth. The Government Printer furnished at a later date. — <F 


has been away from Australia for a con- 
siderable time, and during his absence Wouehaiis ae with ibe: Sofa 
the work has been performed bythe Acts ional information ri | Tegar a to os 
ing Government Printer, Mr. Green. Can tion No: fe-= = ae 
the Treasurer make some arrangement by (a). Advertising, 29.560: (B) ‘printi 
which, when-the bonus is disbursed, some publishing, £886; (c) salaries, £1,80 
of it may find its way to the Acting Go-_ commissions, £5, 550 ; total, £10, att. 
yernment Printer? 


Mr. WATT.—Another phase of this _ WHEAT POOL: INCOME TAX is 


question was dealt with last night, when Mr. WATT:—On the 11th Decer 
I said I was not quite sure whether the the honorable member for Echuca 
bonus was actually given to the man for Palmer) asked the following question 
whom it is intended. I have ransacked It appears that the Income Tax Cor 


Sionér is new assessing wheat- owers on 
my memory, and I think I can remember, _ full value of the whent fiat have 


as State Treasurer of Victoria, giving @ Pool. They complain that this is 
ruling on this question, it being repre- and say that they should be debited for 
sented that some specially heavy work had ear only with the amount of dividen 1 


they have received out of the Pool. 
been imposed on the Government Printer, pears to me to be only fair and 1 
and that he was therefore entitled to the ask the Treasurer if he can s 


amount actually voted. I do not ree Se uae the: aie age 


T am now in a position to ete 


si io ‘e _@ Didkisen, 167s 8] Sydiep Post Office. 


SHER int oe 

Tam now ab “a to papaly. the honorable 

ace embe er with t the following additional 1 in- 
orm. nation nh acne ‘ 

y Commissioner of Taxation reports as fol- 
—* Section .14(a) of the Income ‘Tax 
requires that the value of all produce on 
hand at the end of the year covered by the in- 
€0 me tax return shall be brought to account 
as part of the income of the taxpayer. All 
heat sent to the Wheat Pool for which a cer- 
: Sa ificate has not been issued by the Pool must, 
2 if therefore, be brought to account as income at 

oe -its full value. Where the Pool has issued a 
ertificate for wheat sent to it, the market 
ing value of the certificate together with 
l advances made under it-by the Pool during 
he Year covered by the income tax return, 
ist’ be included in the return as part of the 
axpayer’s income. In any case in which.a 
farmer has been taxed in one year on the 
market value of his unsold certificate, he 
brings forward that value in his next return 
ue a deduction from the amount, if any, rea- 
-on the sale of the certificate in the next 
ie ar; or, if the certificate has not been sold, 
he deduction will be set against any additional 
aa ‘advance received on the certificate, . plus the 
market value of the certificate as it then 
_ stands, -There is no power under the law to 
cs pak a wheat-grower only on the amount of 

base: ee received by him during the year.” <a 


SUPPLY OF TIN. 


i “Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 
for new England (Lt.-Colonel Abbott) 
- asked on Thursday last— 


1. Whether the amount of tin required by 
eH ngland, America, and other consuming coun- 
ie $ is still equal to or ahead of production? 
2. Tf so, why is buying restricted? 


e answer is— 


2 and 2. Owing to its geographical position 
3 nd rane. freedom from risk of shipping vid 
Pacific Australian tin has, during the war, 
Re " been sold almost exclusively to America; and, 
when the Inter-Allied Tin Executive was 
formed. the Australian production was allo- 
“ee by the executive to America. It is re- 
po ed in commercial cables that America has 
heavily over-bought, and that prices have been 
weet oi: fixed for home consumpion in order to enable 
upplies to be marketed. It is also stated that 
“America has large stocks of Banca tin on hand. 
nee is, therefore, not a buyer of tin at 


x? 


resent. The Prime Minister has arranged for 
pester market for tin in England. 


pare 


= * " SPELTER ZINC: TREATMENT. 

ay Mr. WATT.—On the 17th December, 
‘3 the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) asked me the following ques- 
U, ions 
1. Has any part of the £500,000 or other sum, 
promi a ‘by the British Government sail the 


* aes 
. ¢ 


purpose of fostering the treatment of s BiG oe 
zine or other metals in Australia, been allotted 
or promised to any person or company, OF. 7 
have the Government, in view of the promise $i. 
of the British Government, granted or pro- 
mised to grant any financial assistance to any 
person or company for the treatment of zine 
or other metals? ie ge 
2. If so, to what extent, to whom, and under iF 
conditions? 


I am now in a position to furnish ‘ee 
honorable member with the following Tee 
formation :— 

No allotment or promise has been madi hoes 


applications for .advances are > at present undery) ii 
consideration. ea 


- 


ar, 


MALVERN TELEPHONE eee 
EXCHANGE: WAGES. tens 
Mr, WEBSTER.—On the 13th in 
stant, the honorable member for Henty 


(Mr. Boyd) asked the following Ck 
tions :— eras 


1. Whether it is a fact that telephonists in i a 
the Malvern Exchange who are equal in’ status a 
are paid at different rates of wages? re ie 

2. If so. what is the reason for differential 
treatment? . . 

3. Will the Minister undertake to pay Squat 
pay for equal work in all the telephone x=. 
changes? : 


I am now able to furnish the honseennta 
member with the following — informa- 
tion :— 


1, 2, and 3. The salaries of telephonists, whe- 
’ ther they are paid award rates or those pre- 
scribed by the Public Service Regulations, range 
from £54 to £126 per annum, according to ~ 
length of service or age of the telephonidt. ~ 
report furnished by the Deputy abe tel. 
General, Melbourne, indicates that these condi- 
tions are observed at Malvern and there is 
no differential treatment, each officer recalysne 
the salary to which she is entitled! 


SYDNEY POST OFFICE. _ 


Armistice, Horipay. - (are 

Mr. WEBSTER.—On the -19th- ine 
stant, the honorable member for Darling © 
(Mr. Blakeley) asked the following q fuer: 3 
tions :— 


1. Whether an instruction, signed oe the 
supervisor, was placed on the staff notice- _ 
boards of various sections of the Mail Branch. 
General Post Office, Sydney, on the 12th No- 
vember last, informing certain men that they — 
would be off all day on the 13th November, « i 
public holiday ? pont 

2. If so, will these men, for obeving factiaet 


tions, be penalized by deduetion of pay or 
annual leave? ae 


2 , 


¥ 


v7 


— nn “* — 


2 
— 
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I am now able to fae the Toaie Maisie a Sbaiived or acid & eS 
member with the following informa recognition of the services offered, ~OYr. W. 
tion :— action of any kind be taken in ‘thi ray 
1. The Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. gard? I am now able to furnish the hon ae 
reports as follows:—“In some sections of the orable member with the following inf i 
Mail Branch, notices were displayed on Tues- mation :— a 
day, 12th ult. that men who were kept on ee 
duty on 12th would not be required to attend It has been decided to issue a badge to 
on the 13th, as such was a public holiday. In tralian Imperial Force. recruits who wer 
other sections, the names of holiday staff-for camp in Australia when the armistice 
attendance on 13th were ed one es on staff signed, and also to those who had actua’ 
roster lists. ee See enlisted but had not been called into | can 
2. I will look into the whole qoatten in Syd- This badge is not yet available, and we have 
ney during next week, and will see that, justice to be specially manufactured. : 


is done. : re 
* . , pao - we F 
BRISBANE POST OFFICE. DARLINGHURST DETEN 710) 
BARRACKS. ~ zt 
‘ TeMPoRARY CLERKS. an 
Mr. WEBSTER.—On the 19th in- APPOINTMENTS AND Suspanstons. ; 


stant, the honorable member for Oxley My. WISE.—On the 17th Decem 

(Mr. Bayley) asked the following ques- the honorable member for Brisbane. 

tions :-— 8 Finlayson ) Sees the — eolow ae ae 
1. Whether it is a fact that returned soldiers tions: jacks 


serving as temporary clerks in the General 1 On whabelatee euttanat GW. Ric 


Post Office Brisbane, who, through sickness, 
E wood appointed Officer Commanding, Dari 
have been absent from duty, have, unlike the hurst-Detontiom Bictacka?™ : ing- 


ermanent staff, had their pay stopped for : : 3 
caoh time as they have been away, despite 2. What was his record of service. in th 
‘the fact that they presented doctors’ certifi- 
eates showing cause’ of absence. 

2. Even if the regulations call for stoppage 
of pay under such conditions, will not the 
Minister endeavour to have returned soldiers ; : 
paid for the time they are away sick, seeing oh io et once ee calle 

that in the. majority of cases the sickness ~is E “ 

the result of injuries incurred or sickness con- 6. Of what nationality and religion, ‘<i 
i * Lieutenant Rickwood? 


ee DG On HULNe BET Y 190. « 7. Has the suspension of Ser Rearit. Simp 
IT am now able to furnish the honorable peen=removed, and is he to be continued i 
member with the following informa-_ the employment of the Defence meee 
tion :— 
1. The Deputy Postmaster-General, Brisbane 
reports as follows:—“Only one case in which 
the employee was absent five days. He had J am now able re pias the Sound 


been employed for one week only, and was’ con-. member with the following, informa 
ee. not eligible for leave with pay.” 


acide fe om ae on 10th Decanbert Paredes”! 15 
4. What is Sergeant Simpson’s record of r 
military service? | 


. There is no. “authority at present to ‘dis: tion: Cea os bee 
cate in the matter of sick leave between I. 3rd June, 1918. — eee 8 i 
temporary employees, whether returned sol- 2. Served with British Army in Boer 


diers or not, but it is understood that the and wears King’s and Queen’s Medals. En- if 
_. Acting Public Service Commissioner is now listed for present war 17th August, 1914, an 


hi: ; : Sh acinar iba E ted to commissioned rank on th 
prescribing. special terms upon which sick leave Was promo 
is to be granted to returned soldiers. 28th April, 1915, Promoted to lieutenant 4 


August, 1915, and appointment in Austra 


, relat RNa Imperial Force terminated 27th October, 19: 
. AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL *FORCE. 3. For disobeying a lawful order given 


Bapees For Men DiscHarGED BEFORE his commanding officer. 
4. Three years in the Garrison Mili 


os EIMBARKATION, - Police and three months in the German Cor 
Mr. WISE.—On the 11th December, centration Camp guard. wed 
the honorable member for Herbert (Mr. 5. no deci “to eee “oi 
_ Bamford) asked whether men whos had jeeued tot te eee 


: He admitted this- failure himself. 
- enlisted and were in~ camp when the 
_ armistice was completed will be presented 


a; 19 3 RN ae ee a ae Te 
PO ee a Ee ; . iter, Com 
e ow se, a> > Pe ‘ : ae " # a! te fate re 7 Font , Jt 
9 es. ' , 4 ies Z ) Be ey 2) = Z e. 
‘lay X | PR tA i ie at iF oe at . ; Deane. a 
ne Ss eA sid ape: 
nes, .e Department. [20 Decennsn, a Film Consick ae kd ‘An 
—— 2 a 4 . rea ‘ ai? 
cr th ‘¢ peabe Siktace has been reprimanded I am now able to furnish the honorsblee fs te 
ani id ret aburned to duty. member with the following informa-_ > 
One officer, two acting sergeants, five act- atid Bi a 
" orals, tyro lance- corporals, pk ‘ As ; Bee 
* 1. It is believed this is so, trae 
2: No. ze ; és 


“% 4 : 

: DEFENCE DEPARTMENT. 

ee oz 
<a Me, WISE. On the 18th December, 


norable member for Melbourne (Dr. 
ey? asked the follows ques- 


Lonpon Pay OFfricr. 


Vh ig the deficit unaccounted for at the 
P LY ro Oftice in London? 

is it a fact that Hondreds of Australian 
officers in England are heavily overdrawn, and 
mehe / some Australian officers died before work- 
vir ng out their overdrafts? 


o ‘am now able to furnish the honorable 
Be Scribes with the following informa- 
_ tion: sae = 
oa 1. There is no géneral si ‘ deficit unaccounted 
a for at the Pay Office in London.” If the word 
- * deficit ” ” used in this question refers to pay 
overdrawn the information can be given only | 
after inquiry from London. Even in that case 
te the figure will be rapidly changing, vide answer 
9 next question. . 
Sti officers were overdrawn, some 
eavily overdrawn, and some died w hile their 
accounts were overdrawn, but as the result of 
special | efforts in connexion with the re-organ- 
ization of the Pay Office in July, 1916, over- 
drafts on officers’ saltpall ts have now been re- 


SYDNEY QUARANTINE ST ATEON. 
Caspr or Farner Propies. 


Sere WISE.—On the 12th December, 
the honorable member for Brisbane (Mr. 
wheeae: Fin ayson) _ asked the. following ques- 
it ons :— 
- 1. Whether the Rev. Rother Peoples, who 
oe permission to visit a patient at 
ag ‘Sydney Quarantine Station, is identical 
— with the Rev. Father Peoples whg is Catholic 
ce to the Detention Barracks at Darling- 
ve ~hurst Gaol, Sydney. 
‘ oe 2. Ts it a fact that for over seven months 
» Rev. Father Peoples was constantly refused 
i ion to visit an Irishman named W. J. 
n, of Brisbane, who is interned there? 
gt Tf so, why was this permission refused? 


; it a fact that the Rey. Father Peoples 


.e 
ee 
‘oan 


at 


dis ng rank of vin hag in the Military 


3. Permission was at first refused throug 
a misunderstanding. Fegan never asked to see 
Father Peoples. Eiko 

4.-Father Peoples is a temporary chaplain, Pas 
4th class, supernumerary . to - establishment, 
holding the relative rank of captain in ae 
Australian «Military Forces. as : . 


BLACKBOY CAMP, WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 


Pay or Recruits. — - a) 
Mr. WISE.—On the 17th Decale 
the honorable member for Dampier (Mr, , 


Gregory) asked. the ~ ‘olen i a Ei 
tions :— aS; 


mS ee 
1. Whether it is a fact that those who had si 
enlisted for the Front, and who were in Black- | 
boy Camp, Western Australia, last month, were 
ordered to hand in uniforms on the 18th No- > 
vember, received leave passes to 16th Decem- i 
ber, and were paid up to Ist December? 
2. Will the Minister favorably consider tke ii 
request that these men be paid ay to LEP 
December ? ; . 


I am now able to furnish che honorable 
member with the fo)2?owing informa- — 
tion :— 

1. This is in accordance with instructions 
issued from Head-Quarters. All members of - 
the Australian Imperial Force who were in 
camp in Australia on the signing of the armis- 
tice were granted fourteen days leave-on full 
pay, and advised to return to their civil occu- 
pations. At the expiration of the fourteen — 
days they were granted leave wae Pays 
pending discharge. ‘A 
_ 2, It is not proposed to grant auch: soldiers: 
more than fourteen days’ Jeave on full pay; 
as to do this would give them an advantage © 
dver soldiers who have returned to Australia| 
after serving abroad. ; he 


mee 
a 


J 


be A 
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oe 
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FILM CENSORS. : 


PERSONNEL AND Pay. me 


Mr, GREENE.—On the 19th inst., the 
honorable member for. Melbourne ae 
Maloney) asked— — ~° By 

1. What are the names of the individual 
members of the Board of film censors in Vie~ 
toria? 

2. 18. ir: Yollaatin: who, upon reackiteeti 
-age limit, retired from the Public sae ot 
a gore a member of the said Board? 


— 


" , <a 4 p 
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[REPRESENTATIVES | 


Internees. 


3. If so, and if it is to “be a principle of 
administration of public affairs to appoint re 
tired public servants in receipt of pensions to 
new positions, will the Minister, in future, 
so far as his Department is concerned, eall 
for applications from. retired pensioners for 
such positions? 

4. How much time (approximately) is spent 
daily by each member of the said Board in 
examining films for censoring purposes? 

5. What salary, allowances, or fees are paid 
to the members of the said Board and the 
officers associated therewith, and what salaries 
in any other Government position, if any, that 
they may hold? 

6. What amounts have been received to date 
by the respective members of the said Board 
and their officers as salary or fees for examin- 
ing films for censoring purposes? 


The answers to the questions are as 
follow :— 


1. Sir H. N. P. Wollaston, K.C-M.G.; Mr. 
Archibald T. Strong; Dr. J. H. L. Cumpston, 
Director of Quarantine. 

2. Yes. 

3. It is not considered that any principle 
of administration is involved in- Dr. Wollas- 
ton’s appointment. 5 

4. Approximately five hours per day in 
Sydney. In Melbourne the time occupied 
varies considerably, and in accordance with 
ae amount of work involved, 

. Sir H. N. P. Wollaston, £100 per annum; 
Mr. A. T. Strong, £100 per annum; Dr. J. H. 
- L. Cumpston, no special allowance paid; G. 
Black, M.L.C., and J. Brown, censors, £300 
per annum each; A, R. Townsend, secretary, 
£2°0 per annum; clerk, £168 per annum; 
typiste, 8s. 6d. per day; senior biograph 
operator, £5 per week; assistant biograph 
operator, £3 per week. 

6. Sir H. N. P. Wollaston, £181 13s, 10d.; 
Mr. A.'T. Strong, £181 13s. 10d.; Mr. G. Black, 
£196 lls. 1d.; Mr. J. Brown, £211 13s. 11d.; 
Mr. A. R. Townsend, £464 6s. 11d.; clerk, £28; 
typiste, £51; operators (two), £92 8s. 2d. 


RELEASE OF INTERNEES. 


Dr. MALONEY.—At >the time . of 
peace and kindliness which is approach- 
ing, will the Government consider the 
question of releasing those internees of 
descent from our late enemies against 
whom no absolutely criminal intent can 
be alleged; because, when a war is over, 
kindliness has a greater curative effect 
than sternness ? 


. Mr. WATS.—As the honorable mem- 
ber himself distineuishes there are 


two classes of internees, the dangerous 
men and the men who look dangerous. The 


latter class were interned as, a precau- 


tionary measure; 


already exercised clemency in regard to 
internees of German descent who were 
born in Australia. After careful re-in- 


vestigation .of the facts of their incar- 


ceration a number of them have already 


been released, but the safety of the pubes. 


lic is the supreme law, and it is within 


the knowledge of the Government that 


certain classes of German people have 
been somewhat insolent since the armis- 
tice has been established. I do not know 


how general. that has been—I am not in © 


a position to say—but we must have re- 
gard to the safety of this community, 


Mr. Brennan.—The question of ie 
solence should not enter: into the matter. 


The Government are not a Court of 


Petty Sessions that can fine people-for 


having made-use of insulting words. 


Mr. WATT.—But the Government-are : - 
judges as to whether it is safer to te eS 


men interned or release them. When the — 
Government deal with these cases there is 
no personal feeling about the matter, or- 


any feeling other than a purely official — 
one, but it is our responsibility to pay ~ 


“e 
\ 
, 
& re 


the former class were ids 
interned peeneae they jeopardized the — 
safety of the country. The Minister has 


regard to the facts that come under our —_ 


notice. 
worthy of being intrusted with the re-- 
sponsibility attaching to our positions. Tes 
is our duty, while endeavouring to temper 


justice with mercy, to pay regard to>the © “g 


safety of the community. Within that 
limitation I shall see what can be done 


to accede to the honorable member’s © Te- aS 


quest. 
GOLD STANDARD. . | 
Mr. LECKIE.—In view of the great 


decline in gold-mining, and the necessity ~_ 
for encouraging mining operations, also — 


in view of-the report, which has a foun-_ 


dation of truth, that there has been a con- 


siderable appreciation in the value of gold 


in certain parts of the world, will the : 


Treasurer see that any extra value which 
may be obtained for the gold produced in 


Australia shall go to the actual producers, 
and not to the Commonwealth or es ek 
financial institutions dealing with Hy er a 


Otherwise we should be un-° ~ 


ae ET ae ¢ honorable member's 
question 0 pens avery big vista. I-pre- 
_ sume that my friend is a student of the 
_ influence of gold upon our currency, not 
onl yi in regard to the past, or during the 
iT, but also in regard to the future. 
‘The Commonwealth. Government have 
2p rac ically commandeered all. the gold _ of 
Australia during war time. It is only 
Pe by. that means that we have been able to 
erence British interests, not the specu- 
ee , but the mftional, and keep our 
vn rese ve right. We still may have to 
hold on gold in the interests of the 
sy of our paper currency; but I am 
re as to that. 
_ Mr. Leoxtre.—The honorable gentle- 
‘man infoymed me that he had se et 
_ £26 000,000 worth of gold. 
* Mr. WATT.—No. I . said 
4 26,000,000 worth of gold had been ex- 
i jorted for the British Government—for 
: itish Government purposes, and not for 
7 peculative purposes. A microscopic por- 
- tion, _ about £28,000 worth of gold, I be- 
Hey ve, has been exported for sound private 
' veasons; but the gold currency of the 
- Commonwealth and the raw gold of Aus- 
= bral ia have been placed at the service of 
2 country and the Empire, and not at 
e service of any of the holders of it. 
. Grecory.—Would not the Com- 


2 Sen 
Tv i. 
ey 


ae 


ap fr, WATT.—The exchange is quite 
pe ‘m: Pesiic It is not that which the 
<a honorable member has in his mind, or 
which the gold producers have in mind. 

: oo Mr. Grecory.—As a Conference is to 
b > held in January, I thought that the 
orable gentleman might consider. that 
eo: ect. of the question. 


air: sé WATT. —I do not wish to get: off 
~ > track. It is alleged that there is an 
Mei app preciation inthe value of gold in some 
ee ortions of the world, some of | them 
n my portions, and some of them doubt- 
tral portions, but we shall not 
; our gold to drift there> The sug- 
ion was made to me yesterday by the 
a a Cl amber of Mines in Victoria, apparently 
spe, ing with the Imowledge of some of 
th ie oth ar Chambers of Mines, that the 
offer of 5s eer ‘standard ounce in excess 
Nowe > sta ied i, which the British 


me: 


“So 


allow 


re 


is 


that : 


_ Dampier 


- quarantine conditions at Fremantle. are 


_ there may be instances of such vessels ar-_ 


Government is supposed to have made to 
the Empire, should not be accepted, be- 
cause it was not liberal enough. I was 
also asked not to permit any sale of-Aus-— 


ie 


mL. a de ey ee Se go Se i EES, * Cyl 5 eee 
> - A“ a , +7 TCan ae 4 vie a . 
“ rs vt e ry 2A - sy: eae. AK ee ce " it zi - a 
ae ee te. IRONY Bre eee Se ee lee aes aie on has 
’ ~ ae ye ake a 4 2 a é a yes vt: cal - : 
hy, Gold ea _ (20 Drceatsen, 1918. | Standard. . bans 
\ Kay! - 


a; * 


tralian gold to the British Government, — : 


unless it appreciated to a higher figure. 


It is a matter that requires careful con- 


a. 
sates 


sideration. We have no desire to 

the gold-mining industry. Therefore, I~ 
am studying the matter with great care, 
and I onal not come to a decision upon — 


Seghet advice that can be obtained upon, : 
the subject. me 
; +e ea 
ADJOURNMENT (Formal), te 


QUARANTINE ConDITIONS, FREMANTLE. 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


Johnson).—The honorable member’ for | 
(Mr. Gregory) has intimated 


i 
Sy 


ay 


he 
ss 


that he desires to move the adjournment — a 


of the House.to discuss a.definite matter — 
of urgent public importance, viz.,~“‘ The 


V3 


Five honorable members having risen in 45 
their places, Meaney) ees 


Question proposed. 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) |11. yee 
I would not have taken this step had it 
not been for certain information which 
was conveyed to me from Western Aus- 
tralia yesterday evening. Deplorable con- 
ditions have existed at Fremantle during 
the last three or four weeks. It would 
seem that some one has been exceedingly 
callous in regard to the welfare of our re- 
turning soldiers. I understand that, on™ 
armistice day, one man lost his life 


through being drowned in an endéavour — ce 
to get away from a troopship at Fre- 


mantle, and that a large body of soldiers, 
either through force, or because they had 
cajoled the guard, was ablé to get pile. ® 
from a vessel, and go into the city. The 
Acting Minister for Trade and ‘Customs | 
(Mr. Greene), who is in charge of quaran- 
tine matters, will probably tell us ‘that, 
by this time.~the difficulties have been — 
fairly well overcome. He may also tell - 
us that, in the future, it is very miibaly 
that boats will put into Fremantle with 
influenza cases on board. However, as 


riving there, provision should be made by — 


7 
_ the Quarantine to see ed 


<*. ods ae pling Js aE 4 
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our boys are treated in a much more satis- 
factory way than they have been treated 
during the last two or three weeks. There 
are two islands off Fremantle. One of 
them, Garden Island, was resumed for 
quarantine purposes some time ago, It 
has a very fine bay, Careening Bay, 
where, at a very small expenditure, a 
suitable jetty could be erected. In fact, 
there are no difficulties so far as harbor 
facilities are concerned. The island is an 
ideal place for landing influenza contacts 
from troopships. They could have a few 
days’ fishing and bathing there in 
glorious surroundings. The water diffi- 
culty could be easily overcome; launches 
could take supples from the mainland 
sufficient for a few hundred men. “The 
other island, Rottnest, is also most suit- 
able for this purpose. Month after 
month in the old days I used to take a 
cottage there for my family. There is 
ample fishing at Rottnest, and the bath- 
ing spots are excellent. If it is necessary 
to retain returning soldiers at Fremantle 


for three or four \days, it is not 
fair to keep them cooped up on 
board a vessel on which they have 
already spent. a considerable time, 


especially as they had probably not been 
permitted to leave the boat during the 
whole of the voyage out. It is scandalous 
that our boys should be treated in this 
way, particularly during the summer 
months, at Fremantle. There is too 
much officialdom about the arrangements ; 
too much callousness appears to have been 
displayed. I was in Perth when the 
troopship Barambah passed through on its 
way to Great Britain with reinforcements, 
and, although the troops had been nearly 
eight days on the voyage from Melbourne 
on that very stuffy boat, they were not 
permitted to land at Fremantle,, pro- 
bably because they would have caused too 
much treuble to the Defence authorities. 
The vessel was afterwards seventy-five or 
seventy-six days on the voyage from Fre- 
mantle to England. Our soldiers have to 
spend long periods on these transports. 
‘The journey may be shorter in the future, 
now that the Suez canal route is open, 
but there may be a possibility of other 
diseases being contracted on the new 


route. We may have a_ troopship 
coming hack with cases of small-pox on 
Mr. Gregory. 


The 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


We are entitled to be protected to” * 


(Formal) : oe 


board. The quarantine station aut Fre-) _ 
mantle is situated among a lot of wretched _ 
sand-dunes, a most inhospitable site in 
the summer months. From what I can ~ 
gather from the newspapers, the State ~ 
Government would be only too pleased — 
to provide the Commonwealth authorities 
with every facility at Rottnest Island, 


Ty 


There are plenty of cottages there for — 
accommodating soldiers. I would like the 
Minister (Mr. Greene) to go into the 
matter himself. He ought to visit Fre- 
mantle. No matter what Government4s 
in power, I shall do all that I can to see 
that when our boys return they are well 
looked after. From what I can see, the 
Defence Department has not displayed 
any particular interest in what has hap- _ 
pened to them on their way to the Front, 
and during the past three or four weeks, ~_ 
the returning men who have been on 
troopships which have called in at Fre- 
mantle, have not been treated in a way a 
which is at all creditable to any of the 
Departments concerned. I hope that the 
Minister will insist on going into these 
matters himself, and on seeing that, when 
a transport returns from the Old Country _ 
with disease on board, the men will not be 

cooped up on the vessel, but will have — 
a chance of landing in some place where 
there will no chance of them endangering _ 
the health of the community. Bee 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond — Acting — 
Minister for Trade and Customs) [11.59]. 
—So far from being callous in regard to 
the conditions applying to the men on | 
these troopships, I can assure the hon- 
orable member that every action taken by 
the. Quarantine Department, up to the 
present time, has been in’ what we 
believe to be in the very best interests 
of the men themselves. The Gower 
vernment have a double duty in “thigcral 
matter, not merely a duty to the men who 
are returning, but also the very serious 
responsibility of protecting the people of 
this country from the invasion of any 
serious disease. During this influenza out- 
break that responsibility has not been a 
light one. On the other hand, it hasbeen 
& very grave one, and we are entitled to _ 
consideration from the public generally. 


some extent by honorable members from — 
the extreme statements that are mac 


a 
Bu 


m time fo ti time j in Mieoaea to quarantine 
4 a - During the last few, days we* 

ee | cad ‘seen repeated statements in the press. 
instance, it has been said that the 
par tment kept these men on a plague- 
ted ship. It was referred to as “The 
ack Hole of Caleutta,” and similar 
statements were made. The facts are that 
_ two days before the vessel arrived on the 
| eta we were advised that there were 
150 eases of influenza on board. Every 
preparation was made to deal with the 
_ outbreak the moment the vessel reached 
Fremantle, On the arrival of the boat 
_ we found that there were nearly 400 cases 
9 on board, showing that while the vessel 
was at sea, and before it-came under the 
© bontrol of the quarantine, authorities, the 
_ disease was spreading like wildfire 
through the ship. We removed all the 
Bs sc from the vessel, and proper mea- 
~ sures were taken immediately to bring the 
disease under control on the ship. The 
result was that, on the first day after the 
150 cases had been landed, there were only 
eight additional cases; on the second day, 
six eases; on the third day, two cases; 
eee, on the fourth day, one case; and 
_ yesterday there were no cases. This 
| oves that the steps taken by the author- 
ities were effective in stamping out the 
=e isease on the vessel. The essential duty 
of the Quarantine Department is to try 

- aa stamp out the disease in the shortest 
© possible time. That is a grave duty 
which we owe, not merely to the men_on 
¥ “hosed but also to the people. The steps 
iran) We’ have taken have been effective in dis- 
charging that duty. The whole trouble 
has been as to whether we should keep the 
» men on board or land them on Garden 
Island or on Rottnest Island. For many 
easons, Garden Island is out of the ques- 


we, 
“sy ae. ti on. . o~ 


Mr. Grecory. —Why? = 


Mr. GREENE.—tThere is no accom- 
es A odation on Garden Island such as there 
rs tds on Rottnest Island, and at w ould have. 
been extremely difficult to organize ar: 
A: _rangements for the reception of the men 
2 ange ine ‘the time available. Had we landed 

_ them on Rottnest Island, which was a pos- 
his ity, we should have had no compound 
of reg nsonable size in whieh they could 


Bl 


> 
ee tia 
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have been confined, and the men would — 
have been able to wander all over the 
island. 

Mr. Gregory. ss heres is one compound 
there. 

Mr. GREENE.—It is not one that we 
could effectively guard. In order to 
stamp out the disease it is necessary to 
examine every man daily and remove 
every infected person at once. If the men 
had been landed on Rottnest Island, we 
could not have done that. The honorable _ 
member for Ballarat (Mr. McGrath)-and 
others who have had close association 
with the soldiers will know that the — 
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“moment they, were landed they would — 


have wandered all over the island. There ~ 


would have been the greatest difficulty in 


rounding them up for medical supervi- 


sion. We could not have maintained that 
close supervision of the men which is-f- 
essential. 

Dr. Masonsy—I do not inderiaae 
Ve 


oe tae know that, if men were allowed 


to wander all over a fairly large island, - 
they could not be closely supervised. That 


is why the quarantine authorities have 

tried to clean up the disease on the ship. 
Mr. Grecory.—lIf there were 500 men 

on the vessel, of whom 150 contracted the 


disease and were taken ashore, would the 


Minister keep the other 350 on board in 
order to clean up the disease, or would he 
place them on an island? 


Mr. GREENE_If we had the facili 


them on the island every time. I promise 
the honorable member that I shall per- 


. GREENE.—The honorable mem- — 


“ties for close supervision, I would put — 


sonally look into this matter, and ascer- — 
tain whether it is possible for the Com-_ 


monwealth, by arrangement with the 


State Government, to tok over the con- - 


trol of Rottnest Island entirely, 


Mr. Grucory. aur wish the Minister 
would visit Western Australia. 


Mr. GREENE.—I may not be able 
to goimmediately, but I shall try to do so 
before long. Of course, in the event of 
any ship arriving with influenza cases, we 
should have to clear all residents off the 


island before putting the men ashore. © 


“ 
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We shall inquire whether isolated quar- 
ters can be provided, and what ex- 
pense will be involved. -If the use of the 
island is practicable I shall ask the Cabi- 
net to approve of any expenditure that 
is involved. 
land the men on the island we shall do 
so, but the Government would have made 
a. very grave mistake in attempting to 
land men from the Boonah before proper 
conveniences had been provided for tne 
supervision of the men. In ali prob- 
ability had we done that, instead of 
having a clean ship to-day and the nisn 
practically on the way to their homes, the 
outbreak would not have been checked, 
and it might have been many a long day 
before the men ceased to be contacts. 

Mr Fenron.—Have there been 
fatal cases? 

Mr. GREENE.—Not amongst the men 
who were taken off after the vessel 
arrived. Deaths have occurred amorg 


any 


the men who were sick at the time of 


their arrival at Fremantle. ) 


Mr. Fa.kiner.—Do the Mainister’s 
medical advisers consider that seven days 
is a sufficient period of detention? In 
Sydney, the other day, a man who had 
been released was taken ill and was 
promptly taken back to a military hospi- 
tal. There seems to be a possibility Gr 
the disease being latent, and developing 
after seven days. 

Mr: GREENE.—tThat is a question 
which [, as a layman, am not prepared 
to answer without having first consulted 
my expert advisers. he peciod laid 
down in the regulations is considered to 
be‘sate. We have done in Western Aus- 
tralia the same as we have done with 
every other infected ship that has arrived, 
and we have been thoroughly successful 
in cleaning out the disease. That is an 
important “consideration from the public 
point of view. By keeping the men on 
the vessel and not putting them arhore 
until such time as we have proper means 
of supervision, we are doing what is best 
in the interests of the men themselves. 
The Boonah, in respect of which all the 
trouble has occurred, was due te leave 
Fremantle for Albany at noon to-day. 
If we had taken the step which was urged 
upon us by a number of people in 
Western Australia, and by several inem- 
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If it is at all possible te. 


(Formal) % 


bers in this House, probably we could a 
‘not. have completed arrangements by to-— Ve 
day to clear Rottnest Island of civilians: , 
and arrange for the reception of the “< 

Boonah’s passengers. 


’ 
Mr. Grecory.—I would not care SO ms 
long as a life was saved. 4% 


Mr. GREENE.—We have shred ae ! = 


Mr. Faukiner.—Lives are safer under 
the control of the Department’s medical 
officers than they would be under the 
control of politicians. 


Mr. GREENE.—By keeping ites men me : 
under the closest possible supervision eae 
removing any who show a rise in tem-~ 
perature, we have reduced the disease to 
a minimum and thus saved lives. I know ~~ 
that discomfort is imposed upon the men ~ 
on board, but having regard to all the 
circumstances our policy has been in the 
best ‘interests of the men, and they will 
reach their homes much sooner than if 
any. other course had been taken. We 
shall inquire into the whole question of 
quarantine provision in Western Aus- ~ 
tralia, and if there is any reasonable — 
course we-can take, in order that the 
period of detention may be less irkeanie Te 
in future we shall attend to_it. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [19. 10]. 
—I am disappointed with the answer 
given by the Minister. With the sole a 
intention of helping the Department, I 
yesterday asked the Minister several | 
questions, which he seems to have side- = 
stepped. I had been waited upon by a, 
deputation of soldiers on behalf of the 
unfortunate men who are detained on the 
Boonah at Fremantle, and I shee the 2% 


Minister— 


As one who knows the splendid situation Be? x 
the Quanantine Station at Albany, I ask the = 2 
Acting Minister for Trade and Customs  — 
whether, in view. of the terrible experiences. 2S 
our returned soldiers have to undergo on the tien 
transports, as clearly explained in this House,. — 
he will give instructions at once to take all the 
unfortunate men off the transperts at Fre- ~ ASH 
mantle, and have them landed at Rottnest 
Island or ‘sent to the Quarantine’ Ground - at 
Albany ? es oe 


To that the Minister replied— 


The Quarantine Station at Albany is nos 
being utilized. There is a full ship’s company 2 
there. Another boat, the Marathon, is to. arrive = 
in Fremantle to-morrow soe and she Bi : 


~ 


lbany te clear up her troops 
SFibel y Quarantine Station is being 
te full vecttent. 
ave had experience of quarantine that 
other a member has had. I 
as quarantined i in Sydney, and the autho- 
“Yities tried to quarantine me in Mel- 
3 irne. 
: _ Mr. Seas es | have ‘been. quarantined 


Vi ‘Me McG: : 


Grars—But not as a private 


ee 


in 
aa : 


ONEY. —And not on the 
third There is a second deck and 
a third d deck on the transports, andt was 
he int amy of confining men on the third 
k to which I directed the attention of 
ees But the Minister Side- 
“ster eal the question. — 
:. oe Gremne.—i said -I woul make 
, ir amediate inquiries. 


Dr. “MALONEY —The Minister said 
zs word about removing the men from 
ese dungeons. When I asked if the men 
ght be allowed the use of the top deck 
evaded that question. 


: ; Gumexn.—I promised to make in- 


: _ MALONEY. ==] aceod the Minis- 
Recs if the soldiers on the quaran- 
1 the use of the upper deck 
2, and be given as good accom- 
tion as is provided for the officers. 
Mr. ‘Grrene.—That is a question I cannot 
ans er without making inquiries. I shall 
raf om. ke eroens and let the honorable member 
Dr. ‘MALONEY. Sof then ne ee 

—oaW r the Minister give a direction that the 

iers are to have a chance of using the best 


“4 aS NE.—I have already informed the. 
iorable member I will make inquiries. 

$ ha is. not side-stepping, I do not 
is. I accuse the Minister of 
ous. 

. GREENE. eer give diseotioris 
rd to a matter that is under the 
t1 rol of another Minister. 

ir. MALONEY.—We cannot do. a lot 
Sipe when we do not want to do 
peeked the Minister whether, in 
e terrible death-rate in this ‘dis- 
ee ask the Cabinet, if he 
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whee 
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could not do it himself, to request pas = 


pote 


medical man-in Australia to place him- 
self at the disposal of the Government, ¢ 
that all the doctors could be organized ~ ae 
should the disease.pass the quarantine i 
barriers, What is. keeping this dise: 
out of Australia at the present time? If — 
the Minister has not visited the Sydney — 
quarantine grounds, he should go there. — 
A galvanized-i -iron fence is the only barrier = 
between the station and Manly. I have 
been in quarantine at the station, and 
know that children were being sent to a, 
school during an outbreak ofthe ¢ dire 
disease of small-pox, although they — ‘were — 
mixing with men and. women who were ue 
contacts, at ae Y 
Mr. Greene—That has nothing to do 
with the particular matter under. dis- = 
cussion. a 
Dr. MALONEY.—From my point of, 2 
view it has a considerable bearing on it. 
Why did I urge the use of the quate a 
station at Albany ? 


It is because im the — 
summer time—every Western Australian 
representative will bear me out in this— — 
Albany is a most healthy resort. I know 
the quarantine grounds there very well. 
The station at Fremantle is situated on 
hot sandhills, and, at the present time, 
they are very hot. I could give the names 
of no fewer tham five medical men jin 
Perth who agree with me that Rottnest 
would be almost ideal for a quarantine 
station. Auckland, in New Zealand, lost 
5,000 lives during the recent influenza 
epidemic. In view of that calamity, why 
should we consider the cost gf removing — 
the few inhabitants of Rottnest to some 
other place, to make the island available 
for quarantine purposes. If force were ~ 
necessary to effect our ends. we could use 
the War Precautions Act. There is splen- — 
did fishing off Rottnest, and magnificent 
bathing, and the island is a healthy place. 
Had the present inhabitants been “tuned — 
out, there would have been plenty of — 


* vacant accommodation, and any more that 


was required could have been provided. Bye 
the erection of tents, which are very suit-_ 
able for the use of sick persons. It 
would be impossible for any one to escape _ 
from. Rottnest by swimming. Why 
should not men who are returning to Aus- — 
tralia as comrades-in-arms not mingle 
together? Why should =e Spey be eet a 
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up to a few, and, the rest, including sick 
men, be thrust down into dungeons? The 
death-rate in New Zealand during the 
influenza epidemic has been eight times 
greater than that among our soldiers at 
the front. I asked to-day if the Govern- 
ment had any information as to the posi- 
tion in the United States of America. A 
member of this House has seen a letter, 
in which it is stated that in San Francisco 
every one has to wear a mask, and is 
hable to the penalty, not only of a fine, 
but also of imprisonment for neglecting 
to do so. Schools, theatres, and churches 
are closed. If the Minister wishes to go to 
Western Australia, the honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) will be glad 
to accompany him, and I would be glad 
to do so, if he could put up with my un- 
pleasant presence. 


Mr. GreEene.—-You are not too bad 
sometimes. - ees 
Dr. MALONEY.—If the Minister 


thinks that, I must adopt the suaviter in 
modo in reminding him that every vessel 
after a long voyage with crowded 
passenger accommodation is troubled 
with vermin, but these can be 
exterminated, as Professor Love, of 
London, has shown, by opening the 
hatches and pouring concentrated and 
condensed carbolic acid gas into the 
holds. The gas, as it rises, kills every 
living thing coming within its influence. 
Uf my manner in asking my question 
offended the Minister, it was not meant 
to do so. We both wish to keep disease 
out of our beloved Australia. I ask the 
honorable gentleman, therefore, not to 
regard anything I have said as> personal. 
T addressed him mainly in the hope cf 
helping him in this matter. 


Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [12:22].— 
-We, in Australia, 
ourselves that we.have prevented the 
spread of this disease beyond the quaran- 
tine stations. 
ment has done splendid work in achieving 
this. I do not intend to criticise that 
Department, but I wish to say one or two 


things in the hope ‘of inducing the mili- | 


tary. to take action. As a private, I 
know what life on board a vessel is for 
the rank and file. When I was travelling 
as a private meningitis broke out, and on 
two occasions I was a contact. I have 
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should congratulate | 


The Quarantine Depart-. 


2 or. 


en: ~ at * 


seen men forced to live in ‘places _ 
yond description. It was impossible 
prevent this, because we were at se 
The case of our transports is different 
The lads who are arriving by exes pm 


have not had a pleasant voyage. 
military like to exercise combralaaa v 
as possible, and it would take a ve 
strong Minister for Defence to sah 
about that the men should be allowed 
the deck used by the officers. There 
no greater crime than for privates an 
non-commissioned officers on board sh 
to breathe the same air as the_ office: 
who are supposed to be of “different clay 
The lads resent this distinction keenly 
A compound could be erected at Rottnes' 
within two days, and the lads -could 
given freedom to roam about the isla 
as thev liked. After eight or ten weeks 
on board ship they naturally wish to gel : 
on land again, and I do not see anythin; ms 
to prevent my suggestion from _ bei 
carried out. I would not make it if 
thought that its adoption would incre 
the danger of the disease getting into 
Australia. Private persons who may be — 
living on Rottnest now could be removed. a 
Surely after three or four years’ milita ae 
service our lads deserve some considera- 
on What ~are the military .doing in 
onnexion with their food supply? 
have seen the diary of a lad who was o 
board the Medic, and I know that his ¢ 
count of the conditions, though awful 
read, is true, because T have seen su 
conditions myself. All the luxuries ae 
Australia can command should be sent — 
to the quarantined vessels; fresh tock 
lemon peel, raisins, currants, and other 
things like those, ‘which are practical 
unobtainable in Great Britain. The la 
should be given ae comfort. fe 


ease from’ getting into Australie * 
military authorities cannot ~ put 

healthy men who are on the noes 
land they should at least let them 
every deck of the vessel on which ‘| 
are travelling. “It must be borne 1 in 
that ours is a volunteer army, com 
not of persons of disgraceful antecede 
but of men, many of whom, intellec 
and socially, are the equal, “obs 


ey Ate 


: 2. hope th that the Government 
will show its interest in the lads and see 
that, they are properly looked after. 


fr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.26].—I con- 
ratulate the Quarantine Department on 
aving successfully grappled with the in- 
: Having travelled steer- 
oth. Be on ocean- going vessels across the At-_ 
lantic, I know what it is to be cooped. up 
on board ship. During the war, big 

things have been done so quickly that it 
seems to me that there should be no diffi- 
— eul about taking over Rottnest for 
qua antine purposes. The matter was 
under discussion when I was in the Cus- 
is Department. Those living there 
now could be removed, and a compound 
- ald be erected for the accommodation 
of soldiers, who could be allowed to. roam 
in freedom about the island. saint sd 


a “tedious 4hé experience is. ~ Such a cae 
tion, though lasting perhaps ouly a few 
hours, seems longer than a week at sea. 
cali ‘he ‘officers and soldiers on board the 
ti ransports in quarantine should be looked 
upon as in a situation analagous to that 
of first, second, and third class passengers 
_ during a shipwreck, when there is no talk 
_ Of any one class getting to the boats first. 
3 Al should have the free run of the ship. 
The men should not be cooped up like 
steerage passengers. <A few lbs. of raisins 
and similar delicacies would be greatly 
appreciated by them. Within a few 
weeks, apples ought to be available. 


. <M. Fowier.—The public of Western 
Pas Australia has been sending large quanti- 
ties of fruit to the transports. The men 


. Me . TUDOR.—I am delighted to fees 
ibs but it should be the duty of the De 
p is artment to make proper provision for 
| fee ding the men; the Department should 
not depend on the good-will of the public. 
| rtain hardships are unavoidable in con- 
exion with quarantine, but they should 
a. ining made as little as possible. By smooth- 
4 ing. things the Department will add to 
the laurels it has won by keeping the in- 
en | epidemic at bay. 
S, _ GreEene.—By way of” personal 
xpla nation, I wish to say that if, when 


= board are being well looked after in 
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the honorable member for Melbourne (Dr 

Maloney) was speaking, I showed a little’ 
heat, I regret it. I wish also to acknow- 
ledge the tremendous assistance that I 
have received from the Western Austra- 
lian members, and particularly from the 
honorable member for Perth (Mr. 
Fowler). I omitted to_mention the mat- 
ter when making my speech. 
orable member has been of great assis- 
tance to me in dealing with the difficulties 


that. have been doe by the influenza = as 


outbreak in Western Australia. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Porta) ‘ 
[12.30].—I am pleased with the success of 
the efforts of the authorities to keep the 
disease out of Australia. I am proud of 
the work done by the Quarantine Depart- 
ment, and for that reason I should hke, 
if possible, to have the control of returned 
soldiers arriving here on infected ships 
transferred from the military to the 
quarantine authorities. If that were 
done, the position of these men would. be 
much improved. After a long voyage 
people are always anxious to get on shore. 
We must not forget that our soldiers have 
been away for years, and that on the 
woyage out here they have the same old 
“ stew ’—the same old military meals— 
served up to them. They are naturally 
anxious, therefore, to get clear of the ship 
as soon as possible. In every other coun- 
try ravages of Spanish influenza have 
been wide-spread. I believe that in the 
military camps of the United States of 
America there have been some 20,000 
victims of the disease. We have reason, 
therefore, to.be grateful for the work that 
has been done in keeping it away from 
Australia. In their anxiety to rejoin 
their friends, soldiers might be apt to 
forget that if they were released too soon 
the consequence to their friends, and to 
the whole community, might be disas- 
trous. We should, however, make the 
conditions of life in quarantine:as com- 
fortable as possible for them. ‘There 
have been many unreasonable eomplaints 
no doubt, but if these men were removed — 
from strict military discipline, and mili- 
tary conditions as to food supplies, while — 
in quarantine, there would be much less 
trouble. If the occupation of Rottnest 
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by a few people renders it impossible to: 


use that island for the accommodation of 


these men, we should clear out those peo- 
ple as quickly as possible. I have no 
doubt that arrangements could be made 
for the treatment of returned soldiers on 
Rottnest Island just as effectively as they 
can be dealt with on board ship. It might 


cost money to make the necessary provi-_ s 


sion for their reception on the island, but 
something in that direction should be 
done. I have no desire to harass the 
Minister, but we must do everything pos- 
sible to avoid any cause for the continu- 
ance of these complaints. Parliament 
will be shutting down to-day, and we must 
throw upon the Government, therefore, 
the responsibility for taking the steps neces- 
- sary to stop all mumurs of discontent-by 
showing that the Quarantine Department 
is doing its best for the men, and taking 
all the precautions necessary for the pro- 
tection of the whole community. 
Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [12.35]—\The 
Minister has been good enough to men- 
' tion my name in connexion with the 
efforts that ha® been made to keep out of 
Australia this fell disease. Never in the 
whole of my political career, have I had 
such a sense of responsibility as~I have 
_ had in regard to this matter, and that 
_ feeling has been shared, no doubt, in a 
much higher degree by the Minister and 
the Director of Quarantine. I felt in a 
very difficult position in regard to the 
threat of the disease entering Australia. 
The Director of Quarantine is eminent in 
his profession, and whilst. I certainly 
put before the Minister and the Director 
the representations of certain citizens of 
Western Australia, that changes should 
be made in the arrangements, I recog- 
d that Dr. Cumpston probably knew 
mre than I did as to the proper methods 
of treatment, and I was, therefore, some- 
what on the horns of a dilemma. It 
would have been a fearful responsibility 
had the acceptance of representations 
made in certain direction as to the re- 
laxation of the arrangements made by the 
Director of Quarantine resulted in the in- 
troduction of the disease into the Com- 
monwealth. It was in my own humble 
opinion much better that there should be 
a little undue stringency rather than an 


_T hope that the efforts of the Director st a 


ioc? eats 
oS esi = ct 


undue relaxation; it was better to err on 
the right side. If the Director’s m 
sures to cope with this disease nave. bee 
suceessful, as I trust they are, then eer- es 
tainly his actions have been: fully joshi 
Had the disease gained a Stan in ADS 


the: battlefields to sink relatively into in- 


significance. Had I been on board one 
of those quarantined vessels, with a — 2 
knowledge of what the position was, a 


I think I should have said, “Tt is better 
for me to endure a few days’ privation on — re 
this ship than run the risk of ithe 
the disease into Australia, and, perha’ 
amongst my own near and ‘dear relatives.” 


Quarantine and the Minister in charge 

will be continued with the same fortu- | oo 
nate results as hitherto in regard to the « 
exclusion of the disease from Australia.  — 


Question. resolved in the negative. _ eee 
CONCILIATION AND i 
ARBITRATION BILL (No. 2). es 
Szconp- Ravine. | e = 


os 


Debate resumed from 17th. ‘December 
(vide page 9442), on motion Py Mr. 
Groom-— ; 5 

That this Bill be now read a second ines . 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12 40]. rode 
understand that the object of this Bill is — . 
to put the law where it was believed to be 


“prior to the decision of the High Court: a 


in. what is known as the Waterside — 2 

Workers’ case, on a reference arising cut 
of proceedings brought by the Daily News — 
Company of Western Australia. ‘The | 
Court was asked to determine three ae 


Court. It was aes 

Is the Constitution of the Coicasaaraen 
Court’ of Conciliation and Arbitration beyond 
the powers of the Parliament of the Common- 
wealth, and in particular as to (a) the arbi. 
tral provision, (b)- the enforcing provisions? 


To that question the answer was Regi: : 
(bo) Yes. < 


the Commonwealth Conciliation. anit Arb 
tration Court ee full arnt OV 


power of the pact: 
it had not the power of ~ 


pete 


i TUDOR. —Quite so. 
f Fitther asked— 
itive award invalid by reason of the ap- 
ape ptt of the President for seven years 
atts Pail The answer to that was ‘‘ No ’’; and the 
Py tb also answered in the negative the 
<> Catt d inquiry, “Ts the award enforcable 
by the said Court?’ The Chief Justice 
at Ete Conciliation and Arbitration 


The Court 


Co OUT 
ete: 


vas in} rested with ‘ample and complete furis- 
ict tion to declare and enforce the mutual ob- 
tions of the parties. The ses of the 
wer to impose penalties was ittedly an 
cise of the judicial power. If the Court 
had not the power to impose penalties, then 
‘that power would be non-existent elsewhere. 


it that Court could not enforce its 
me ds, it seems to mg a sound _ posi- 
= t on 1p ‘take up that no other Court could 
~ de so. If the Conciliation and Arbitra- 
ay Coa} has no power to enforce its 
war ds, however, we might as well have 


sat i 


a Under this Bil it is proposed to give 
the Governor-General power to appoint 
' Justice of the High Court to be Pre- 


Sheen of thie Pesidaih’s 
s wide as his own. 


Groom. —Yes, so far as they are 
: elegated™ to the deputies, but under this 
mendment, instead of leaving that' power 

de! ¢ legation to the President, we give it 


e-Governor- General. 


- TUDOR. —It is proposed to 
tall Ba section 44 of the principal 
by striking’-out the provision | that 
“penalties for breaches ‘“‘may be im- 
posed bs any Court. of summary juris- 
diction constituted by a police, stipen- 
dary oni Fa ster magistrate,’’ and to in- 
may be imposed by any 


‘deputies 


_s 


summary jurisdiction.”” It was held 
1¢ High Court, and also by Mr. Jus- 
Higgins, that the Arbitration Court 


Bee ek eh. 
miata it ig nS g ita EA tS aaa 


[20 Drcrunen, 1918] — 


ys Mis 
" a 7 
‘ oF 7 Ww, Y.. tos 
5 . " Pas, A i 
a” ee 
beecad Beg ne 
+ eS o ee "te9 rz 
of a - - # , 
ow Fe a 
a eee aes cae Y 
4 J aul 7 
J (OU CLOG EY ‘ 
ta). 
7 mS - are o* 
ne et po = = e y 


ay the Court can_depute other Jus- . 
of the High Court to act for him, . 
‘will, as I have said, mean 


District, County, or lecal Court, or Court~ 


rt 


fe A 


a Ha 


Arbitration Has __ st 


ought itself to have the power to papeeies 
‘penalties in the same way as County ~ i$ 
Courts and other Courts; and in Commit- — , 
tee an amendment to that end ought to — sh 
be inserted. Otherwise, there may be — 
varying decisions all over the Comimon- 
wealth, whereas uniformity is mecessary — 
it we are to avoid industrial trouble. 
Local justices of the peace may be In-— a 
terested in the particular businesses 
affected ; and it is quite possible, for in- 
stance, that there might be different de-— 
cisions at Footscray and Port Melbourne — é 
in connection with the wheat stackers, "hes : 


- an amendment of this kind 1s made, I 


have no objection to the Bill. . = 


As to the validity of the dectaiaaie of 
Mr. Justice Isaaes, Mr. Justice Powers, — 
and Mr. Justice Rich, as Deputy Presi- 
dents of the Arbitration Court, if thee 
is not upheld, industrial chaos will result 
throughout the country. I am, as I have 
said, a believer in arbitration, ‘and in. the 
peaceful settlements of disputes, as con- 
trasted with the force of starvation on the — 
one side, and the force of numbers on the ~ 
other. .It would have been a national 
calamity had the High Court arrived at 
any other conclusion than that the deci- 
sions of the Deputy Presidents are as 
binding as those of the President. 6 


Mr. Groom.—The question of their 
validity has not yet been decided. 


Mr. TUDOR.—If the decision upsets 
the awards of the Deputy Presidents, it 
| industrial 
chaos. I do not know when it is intended _ 
to call Parliament together again, but if 
the Deputy President’s decisions are — 
proved to be invalid, my advice to the — 
Government is that they should bring in 
a validating measure at the earliest one 


tunity. Ng 
Question resolved in the affirmative. sia? 
Bill read a second time. Bere 


Clauses ] and 2 agreed to. =. hae 
Clause 3— . pees ou 


oe 
Section forty- four of the principal ‘Aats i 
amended by omitting sub-section (1), and in-— 
serting in its stead the following ues 
tion :— aS 
© (1.) Where any organization or person 
bound by an order or award. has committed 
any breach or non-observance of any term : 
- of the order or award, a penalty not ex-— 


ceeding .°. . . may be imposed-by any ; 
District, County, or dal Court, or Court, 
| x 25 ae 
= eS Coa 
Rae Bates ia . ett a ae Mz a = 
~~ Wa, Sv ; re Sirs iz « “ : . to oy a b a ‘ . ~— 
SE Se yO tom Pan A ee ee, & 
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of summary jurisdiction, which is ers 
tuted by a Judge or a police, stipendiary, 
or special magistrate, or by any Court 
specified in that behalf by proclamation.” 
Section proposed to be amended— — 
44.—(1.) Where any organization or per- 
son bound by an order or, award has com- 
mitted any breach or non-observance of any 
term of the order or award, any penalties 
which the Court has power to tmpose*may 
be imposed by any Court of summary 
jurisdiction constituted br y a police, stipen- 


diary, or special magistrate. >. 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.54].—I 
move-— - N 


That after the word “ by,” line 9, the words 

‘a Justice of the High Court” be inserted. 

Mr. Groom.—I cannot accept that 
amendment. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister wiil ad- 
mit that the seven Judges of the High 
Court held that there was no constitu- 


tional difficulty in the way of Parliament ~ 


conferring on the Arbitration Court, or 
the High Court, the same power to im- 
pose penalties, and enforce their deci- 
sions, that is exercised by other Courts. 


As I have already pointed out, we may 


otherwise have varying decisions.all over 
_the country. 1 do not contend that the 
same conditions of employment should 
prevail in Hobart as in Cairns, but the 
Court should at least have the power to 
enforce ite own decisions. 
_ Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [2.15 |.— 
If industrial arbitration is to be effective 
the Arbitration Court should have power 
to enforce its own awards. I do not at- 
tach a great deal of importance to the 
arbitration system from a_ worker’s 
stand-point; in fact, I believe that the 
existing system is quite wrong, but if hon- 
orable members were actuated by a de- 
sire to break it down, they could not go 
about doing it in a more effective way 
than by allowing police magistrates in 
local Courts to ‘adjudicate upon actions 
for the recovery of penalties for breaches 
of awards. : 

Mr. Sampson.—The only question a 


s 


police magistrate will have to decide is 


whether there has been a breach of an 
award, 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Workers will re- 
pose less confidence in local magistrates 
who may be the friends, personally or 
socially, of an employer, whose default 


~..Mr. Larrp Smita.—IiIf the avait 2 


a are asked to a i Atoatee upon 
instance in Broken oj suspicion wi 
be roused among the workers if tl 
cases for breaches of awards were to 


members of the social clubs to Si th 
mine managers belong. Suspicion | once — 
generated in the minds of the vo will | 
have a detrimental. effect locally o 
dustrial peace, and if that ee 
spreads through the country, it will e 
tually lead to the complete breakage 
the arbitration system. 


moved by the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Tudor) were agreed to, would not 
all the parties be obliged to approach th 
High Court in order to obtain redress i 
eases of breaches of awards? 4 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—They wou ha e 
the option of taking their cases before 
local Courts. The effect of the amend- — 
ment is merely to*give power to the Pr 
dent of the Arbitration Court to enfo 
his awards by reason of the fact that he is 
a Justice of the High Court. Of course, 
I can quite understand that if the partie 
are empowered to bring their cases ose 1: 
the Arbitration Court, they will 
make much use of the other tabi 
mentioned in the Buill—County 
District Courts, and‘local Courts. | 
port the amendment in the interests a 
good government, which cannot exis 
when there is industrial turmoil. 
is a genuine desire to continue work: 
ing as amicably as is possible under th 
existing economic circumstances, the 
vernment would be ‘wise to accept t 
amendment. It merely gives to a Just 
of the High Court the Ase Ses which 
clause proposes to give to magistrates _ 
local Courts. If we would seek to main- 
‘tain our arbitration system, we should d: 
our best to facilitate procedure under 
instead of creating the suspicion in the 
minds of the workers that they ar: 
getting a fair deal, which may event Ih 
lead to the complete break-down of 
arbitration system. As a whole, 
workers of Australia are not too keen 
the arbitration system. The Governm 
are proceeding in the right way to ct 
firm in the minds of the workers t 
picion that the whole ‘machinery 0 
" vernment. is organized in order to 


sam bice Sah eles I assure the Acting 
a: “Attorney- General that officials represent- 

ing very large bodies of organized labour 

ye, within the last few days, told me 
that that suspicion exists. Rightly or 
ae wrongly, they believe that they will not 
get as square a deal from the local Court 
as they will from a Justice of the High 
we Court. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Dowestaenie- 
Aer for Works and Railways and Acting 
’ Attorney-General) [2.32].—This provision 
regarding the jurisdiction of local msgi- 
trates has always been part of the arbi- 
___ tration law of the Commonwealth, but be- 
cause a judgment of the High Court raised 
_ doubt regarding the capacity of the 
: as police or stipendiary or special magistrate 
to impose any penalty for a breach of an 
award under this section, this Bill 
is introduced to remove that doubt. 


sion of the words in question would 
. clear away any doubt.’’ ~The words 
> in question were, ‘‘ any enalties 
a behich the Court has power to impose,’’ 

and, as the High Court held that the 
a ~ Arbitration Court has no power to im- 
& pose penalties, those words might imply 
_ that neither has a magistrate that power. 
_ The Bill will place ‘beyond doubt the 
authority of a police, stipendiary, ‘or 
; special. magistrate to impose penalties for 
breaches of an award. 


aie Mr. ConsipiInE.— Why is. not that 
a given to the Arbitration Court? 


Mr. GROOM.—The High Court has 
EP pticla the arbitral powers of the Act for 
the settlement of any industrial dispute, 

- but has declared that the Court has no 
power to enforce awards. 


____- Mr. Constp1ne.—If the Minister would 
aK Pant the amendment he would give to 
ee the Arbitration Court the same power as 
$n is. _to be given to the other Courts. 


Be _ Mr. GROOM.—I cannot accept it. 
Mr. Brennan.—Was the decision of 
.- “the High Court based on constitutional 
a grounds- or merely on the terms of the 
pen Act? 

Mr. GROOM.—It was based on hoth 
the Constitution and the Act.- 
Mr. Brennan.—The existing arbitra- 
tion law was really altered by that de- 
haa phe view which Parliament held 


‘ 


ey 


‘Mr. Justice Powers said, ‘‘The omis- ~ 
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~ 


regarding the enforcing powers of the « 


Arbitration Court was swept aside. 
Mr. GROOM.—That is so. 
Mr. Brennan.—And the Government 


do not propose to vary the rates . 


established by that decision. 


“ 


ee 
Mr. GROOM.—We accept the decision ak 
of the High Court that, although the , 


Court has arbitral functions, there is no 
power vested in the Court to enforce _ 
awards, and therefore the judicial power — 


e 


to a ts must be vested in a Federal-or : 


State Court recognised by the Constitu- — a 


tion. 


Mi. Brennan.—What the honorable 
member for Barrier (Mr.. Considine) de- 


‘ 


= 


sired to know was whether the omission ~ 


to remedy the position disclosed by the 
High Court’s decision is an oversight or 
the deliberate policy of the Government. — 

Mr. Tupor.—This Parliament could 
give the Arbitration Court aoc 30! 
powers if it so desired. 


Mr. GROOM .—I think it could, grant 
power to the High Court. 


Mr. Fenton.—Then let us ao at. 


Mr. GROOM.—I do not think we 
should. This is merely a _ temporary 
measure providing means of enforcing 
awards, so that when any decision of the 
Arbitration Court has’ been flouted, 
penalties may be imposed upon the offend- 
ing party. 

Mr. Tupor.—Why not give the Fede- 
ral Arbitration Court the power which is 
given to the smallest Court in the 
country ? . 

Mr. GROOM.—My opinion is that the 
Arbitration Court’s functions are arbi- 
tral, and that it ought not to be asked 
to do the policing or enforcing of awards | 
by way of: penalties. 


Mr. Tupvor.—Mr. Justice Powers ae 


that the awards could be enforced by the 
State Courts, and that Parliament could 
give power of enforcement to the es 
Court. 


Mr. GROOM. —According to the terms 
of the Constitution, in order to constitute 
an Arbitration Court with judicial power, 
we would require to create a Federal 
Court and give a life tenure to the Presi- 
dent; but that would-be contrary to the 
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general principles of tenure vihich Parlia- 
ment placed in the original Act. We wish 
to avoid those issues in this ‘temnorary 
measure~introduced for a specific purpose. 
The whole question of arbitration law 
will of necessity be reviewed at a later 
stage. 


Mr. SPENCE (Darwin) [2.44]—1I did 
not hear the Minister’s speech in intro- 
ducing the Bill, but the explanation he 
has just given enables me to understand 
some of the difficulties. Perhaps it is 
easier to point out what amendment is 
desirable than it is to give effect to it, 
owing to the fact that the President of 
the Arbitration Court is not permanently 
appointed. Ever since 1894 the Austra- 
lian Workers Union has stuck to the arbi- 
tration principle, and, of course, has 


brought numerous instances of breaches - 
of awards before the Courts, and applied. 


for the imposition of penalties in regard 
to them. It is clear that the time of the 
Arbitration Court should not be occupied 
with these small matters, which can very 
well be “referred to other Courts. But 
there often arise doubts as to the precise 
meaning of awards, and cases occur in 
regard to which an ordinary magistrate is 
~ not competent to decide whether there has 
been a breach of an award. 


Mr. Groom.—The parties can always 
go to the Court for an interpretation. 


Mr. SPENCE.—What is. needed is 
some ready means of getting 
terpretations. A clear breach of 
an award is an offence against 
the law with which any Court would 
be competent. to deal, but there are 
breaches which are not deliberate. Some- 
times a person. who makes them believes 
- himself to be within his rights, and, occa- 
sionally, he is supported by legal 
opinion. Such cases must be dealt with 
by a Court that is competent to state the 
law. We-do not want what are practically 
Police Court eases taken before the Arbi- 
‘tration Court, but there should be an easy 
means by which either party could obtain 
_-from the Court an interpretation of the 
law. I am = doubtful whether the Bill 
covers the whole field, and I ask the Min- 
ister to consider the possibility of intro- 
ducing a eta for the quicker settle- 


~~ 


_ stand that that is contemplated ne tise % 


ane? 


ment of disputes than a presents pos: 
sible. Many cases arise in which it 
necessary to establish what the law i is, b 
the more. we can avoid costly litigag 
the better. Many disputes in connexior 
with awards occur in the back country 
hundreds of miles from the capitals, and’ 
it is often necessary to send barristers there —_ 
to conduct the cases of the mpl aee ; 
because the local lawyers have hb ieee, 
gaged. by the employers. This-is cost 
enough; but, im addition, there is oft 
the expense ‘of going from a lower to 
higher Court. In my opinion; we w : 
do: well to increase the number of Courts ay 
that may impose penalties for breaches of 
an award. In the old days a local magis 
trate’s Court was occasionally somewhat 
under the influence of the big man of the 
place. But kings are fast disappearing : 
in all walks of life, and I “think that, the 
Police Courts could well be intrusted with 
many small matters arising out : 
breaches of awards. We might well have 
a promise from the Minister, however, 
that at a later stage our arbitrations ‘ByS~ 
tem will be fully considered. J under-— 


Government. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) ro, ieee es 
The -clause deals with something inci- 
dental to a recent decision of the High 
Court. It does not affect or vary. amy ~ 
principle laid down by that decision. — ba 
that extent, we can welcome the resolution — 
of a doubt that arose as the result of that 
decision whether power resides in 4&: 
Court to itnpose penalties fixed - oy “ 
arbitral authority. One cannot take ex 
ception to this decision, because it mak 
clearer the power of subarea trib 
nals to impose penalties, and extends” 
power to a ous which hitherto haa 2 
Boda it, 


which was supported by the honors J 
member for Barrier (Mr. Considine) 
worthy of the earliest consideration 9 
Government. A ee have they. not s 


constitutional ri bey to vive. pa 
Arbitration Court the power to 
pose penalties which for a — 


: 


a 


i 
i 


i 


e 


on 


7 
ney 


> 
_ 


ig 


: —_—-- 


is. “eminently fitted 


a : : “ng 

a ee are 

BUM Saget er eo 
. ek * ; eS) 
me cone and 


ot": "years “we > ‘all believed that it 

d? If by Act of Parliament 
the President of the High Court can 
iven the power which, prior to the de- 
n to which I have raferred: he was 


not doing so. The Minister has 
‘pointed out that where there is doubt as 
to the interpretation of an.award, it is 
proper for the President to resolve. it. 
‘But, apparently, what is contemplated is 
that action should be taken to obtain from 
the _ President an interpretation of an 


cs, award, and that fresh proceedings should 


“follow to induce another tribunal to im- 
pose a penalty for a breach of the law. 


_ hat is a duplication of legal process 
a ‘which I am sure the honorable member 
for Darwin (Mr. Spence)- would not de- 


sire. The Government introduced the 


‘Bill with a kind of apology, and the Min- 
ister made it clear that it was not intended 
~ t9 enter upon the field of debatable prin- 
5. ciple. 


The honorable gentleman, how- 
ever, did not state a Staak reason for 


not giving to the President of the Arbi- 
tration Court, who is the person making 


the award, and by training and capacity 


to enforce it, the 
ie to enforce it. The honorable 
man stated that he believed that 
Parliament has the constitutional 
kG invest the President of the Arbi- 
_ tration Court with penal power, and the 
‘decision of the High Court is not con- 
_ trary to that opinion. I shall support the 


‘ amendment of the Leader of the Opposi-, 


tion (Mr. Tudor). It merely brings 


4 back the law to the state in which it was 


« 


provision, 
_ which it indicates, serve to illustrate the 
_ disadvantages under which this Parlia- 


believed to be before the High Court gave 
2 its recent decision. We ask no more than 
that. Had not the second reading been 


passed so quickly, I should have liked to 


. say a word or two on the subject of arbi- 
tration generally; but that can hardly be 


ona clause of this character. This 
however, and the difficulties 


ment and the country labours because we 


es .. 


ave not wider and more certain powers 


and arbitration. 
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ht to have, I cannot see any reason- 
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Question—That the words proposed to 


be inserted be so inserted—put. The 
Committee divided. 
Ayes .. a Pee 
Noes M- ot a 
Majority 16 
AYES. ; 
Brennan, Frank McGrath, D. C. 
Considine, M. P, Tudor, F. G. 
Higgs, W. G. Tellers: ? 
Lynch, J. Fenton, J. EL 
Maloney, Dr. Mathews, J. 
Noes. 
Abbott, Lt.-Colone] Palmer, A. C. 
Bamford, F. W, Poynton, A. 
Bayley, J. G. Rodgers, A. 8. 
Bruce, S. M. Sampson, S. 
Glynn, P. MceM. Sinclair, H. 
Greene, W. M. Smith, Laird 
Groom, L. E. Spence, W. G. 
Jowett, E. Watt, W. A. 
Lamond, Hector Webster, W. 
Leckie, J. W. Wise, G. H. 
Lister, J. H. Tellers: 
Livingston, J. Boyd, J. A. 
Orchard, R. B, ‘Story, .W-.H. 
Pars. 
Blakeley, A. Archibald, W. O. 
Corboy, E. W. Best, Sir Robert. 
Page, J. Mackay, G. H. 
Finlayson, W. F. Corser, E. B.C. 
Catts;” Joo. Foster, Richard 
Charlton, M. Pigott, H. R. M. 
Mahony, W. G. Fowler, J. M. 
MeDonald, C. Maxwell, G. A. 
Nicholls, S. R. eMcWilliams, W. J. 
Riley, E. Smith, Bruce 
West, J. E. Falkiner, F. B. S., 
Watkins, D. Thomson, John 
Wallace, C. Gregory, H. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 

Amendment negatived. 

Amendment (by Mr. 
posed— 

That after the word “any”, 
word “State” be inserted. ; 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.7].—Under 
this amendment, will it be possible for 
any local Court consisting of justices of 
the peace to deal with any complaint as to 
the non-observance of an award? If, for 
instance, there was a breach of an Aus- 
tralian Workers Union award in connex- 


line 13, the 


ion with the fruit industry at, say, Don- - 


caster, Victoria, would a bench of local 
justices be able to adjudicate on such a 
complaint without a special or police 
magistrate beng on the bench ? 

> 


GRooM) pro- 


© 


, 
: 
: 
; 
} 


9952 


_ Mr. GROOM (Darling -Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways) [3.8].— 
That is not the intention. 
under this clause to. proclaim Courts other 
than those mentioned in. the section. 
The desire is only where the necessity 
arises. to vest special jurisdiction in a 
State Court. The intention is not to con- 
fer the power upon any person with less 
authority. that. a stipendiary or special 
magistrate. 

Mr. Tupor——That may be the inten- 
tion, but would the clause, as it stands, 
permit of, such cases being dealt with by 
a bench of justices of the peace? 

Mr. GROOM.—-Such cases can be dealt 
with only by a Court constituted 
as stated in the clause. It is quite 
possible that what the honorable mem- 
ber suggests might be done under 
the clause as it stands, but that is not the 
intention. I am simply moving the in- 
sertion of the word “State” to» show 
clearly that the reference is only to State 
Courts. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause, as amended, Perot to. 

Clause 4 agreed to. 

Clause 5— 


Section forty-six of the principal Act is 

amended by omitting the words “the Court” 

_ and inserting in their stead the words “a 
Court.” 


Mr. TUDGR (Yarra} [3.10].—This 
amendment of the principal Act means a 
weakening of the powers of the Arbitra- 
tion Court. “The Court” in this case 
means the Arbitration Court, and by sub- 
stituting “a” for “the” we extend power 
to any Court of ordinary magistrates. If 
the Government desire to wipe out the 
Arbitration power, why do they not take a 
straightforward and honest action in that 
direction? Why do they not say that they 
are tired of the arbitration power? I be- 
heve in arbitration, and stand up for 1t; 
but there are some who say that they are 
opposed to arbitration and prefer the 
principle of the strike. If the Court is to 
be done away with, let action be taken 
honestly and straightforwardly. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 


ter for Home and Territories) [3.12].— 
The honorable member for Yarra (Mr. 


Uonndltaita and — (REPRESENTATIVES. 3 Arbitration Bill.” 


Power is taken - 


.by the Court of Arbitration. 
Tudor) has raised a lot of dust; but, as 
oe | 


a matter of fact, no one is desirous | | 
committing the heinous offence that 
suggests. The object of this vier 
simply to cure a defect, the existence of 
which has been shown by a decision of the 
High Court. The High Court has held 
that the Arbitration Court sane enforce 
penalties. fee ual 
Mr. Tupor.-—We can give it the pe 
to do so. ee 
Mr. GROOM. —We, under the Act, 
cannot give the Court as constituted that vie: 
power. In order to give the judicial 
power to a Justice of the High Court te 
enforce the provisions of the Act we » should 
have to confer it upon the ic Sourb.. ye 
Clause agreed. to. “ee ee 
Clause 6— 3 : oe FP ies 
Section forty-eight of the pringneel Sats 
amended by omitting the words “the Court” 
and inserting in their stead the words 


County or Distriet Court or a Local Court of 
Full Jurisdiction.” rae z om 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs = 


ter for Home and eC iB 13]. = 


I move— 


‘That the words “ or District Oust or a sae 
Court of Full Jurisdiction” be left out, with a 
view to insert in lieu sa ai ea District OF 
Local Court.” gee a i 
I propose this amendment, because i = 
three of the. States there are local Cor 
and the words, “of Full Jurisdiction’ 
might be considered to be a limitation i 

Amendment agreed to. - a 

Clause, as.amended, agreed to a mae 

Clause 7— aah aps 

After section 81 of the principal ‘Act. th 
owing section is inserted in Part VIL: 

STAs (1) Nothing in any award | or 


lating to industrial matters, shall operas ti 


prevent the a of returned ‘Soldiers oF 
sailors.” °°. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.11 


This clause proposes to give to ‘returne 


Mr. Groom.—wNot of preference 
Mr. BREN NAN, —It. proposes: 


it. places them o on the same footing aa 
to whom preference may have been 


Mr. tee —That_ is correct. 


~ 


a siyis ‘BRENNAN, —I do not say for a 
2 moment that too much can be.done for our 
Idiers returning, or to return later on; 

ut this clause proposes that something 
1Ly be done for them which I think they 
vemselves would not desire. I have had 
the advantage of a conversation with the 
new member for Swan (Mr. Corboy), who 
is a returned soldier, and by no means a 
- feather-bed soldier, and who expressed 
a strong desire for an opportunity 
to speak on this clause. He de- 
pcgenerted. any preferential treatment 
_ which would place the soldiers in the 
, ee osition, as he expressed it, very directly, 
a of “scabbing ” on their fellow workers. 
Pe: I do not admit that the soldiers returning 
~ x to this country are desirous to take ad- 
vantage of some section in an Act of Par- 
_ liament to place themselves in a position 
be in the world of industrial competition of 
_ advantage against their fellow workers, or 
to be_put in a position where inducement 
is held out to them not to join industrial 
e eee eections. Although the policy of 
e Commonwealth Government on all 
ides thas been one of industrial organiza- 
-this- clause is an invitation to 
bs*- ~ returning soldiers not to join 
; unions, — and thus aid in the peaceful 
80 lution of industrial trouble, but to 
take special advantages which this 
Parliament could not refuse to them 

Z “owing to the fact that they are returned 
soldiers. If I thought that the soldiers 
were coming back in an attitude of hos- 
- tility to organized labour—that there were 
FS ‘men amongst them who, if I may use the 
_ word, have been weaned from their allegi- 
ance to organizations—I would suppose 
them to be only too glad to take advantage 
. clause like this. But I believe 
3 ‘that they will come back better unionists 
than they went.away, and that many who 
_ previously were not members of organiza- 
* tions will become so on their return. There 
a4 as been developed a spirit of comrade- 
_ ship and fellowship with their fellow 
_ workers of all grades, whether on the 
“g battle-field or in the industrial arena, and 
_ Tam sure they have no_desire to take ad- 
nt age of a clause which I regard as one 


Hétere 


ae Sey ee Oe as 
x 
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Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3.19]. 


—I am afraid that some provisions of this 


Bill will have a tendency to strike-promot- — 
I can imagine a shearers’ shed in ~ 
which most of the men are working under 


ing. 


a preference decision of the Court; and it 
may so happen that one or two soldiers 
desire to accept the same preference. 
Then, on a board of shearers, there may 
be a majority of returned soldiers who are 
unionists; and I ask whether it is not 


going to create considerable trouble if it 


is found that we are giving to some re- 


turned soldiers the same preference as 18 
enjoyed by others who have taken part in 
the fight of organized labour for better 


conditions. Instead of cementing the 
happy relationships that have been formed 
on the battlefields, I am afraid we are 
creating a cause of dissension. This 
clause should not be permitted to pass 
without protest, because I do not think 
that the soldiers desire it; indeed, [ 
fancy that the unionists amongst them 
will resent it. 


Clause agreed to. 
Title agreed to. 
Bill reported with amendment. 


Standing Orders 
adopted. 


Motion (by Mr. Groom) proposed— 
That the Bill be now read a third time. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.35|.— 
This Bill has passed, with a few conse- 
quential or other amendments the Min- 
ister has thought fit to introduce. I hope 
the honorable gentleman will not be led 
to suppose from our comparatively 
patient, qtiet acquiescence in this Bull 
that we are satisfied with existing condi- 
tions of conciliation and arbitration. 
the contrary, I hope he will realize that 
we devoutly hope and expect that he, 
or some Minister in his place, will, at an 
early stage, introduce a Bill to- deal with 
the whole question. There are principles 
in the measure before us which are of 
vital importance to the well-being of this 
country, but which are barely touched on.: 


Arbitration, it is true, has proved 
somewhat disappointing; that is to say,’ 
the powers, at all events, exercised by 
the Court created b~ this Parliament 
have proved disappointing, and for two 
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reasons. One reason is that the Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration Act had scarcely 
been enacted before the employing class 
generally in this country, although they 
had, through their official spokesmen, ex- 
pressed themselves, as wholly favorable 
to the policy, placed all sorts of obstacles 


in the way of the successful working of. 


the Act, and by means of technical ob- 
jections ‘sought to defeat the just claims 
of the men before the Court,. That, I 
think, is the main reason why concilia- 
tion and arbitration has failed, because, 
as the phrase implies, it depends on a 
good spirit between the parties. It may 
be fairly said, on the other hand, that 
the men have rushed to the Court and 
sought to make it a,tribunal for settling 
all disputes and -generaly regulating 
their wages and conditions—a power which 
is not vested in the Commonwealth 
Court, and could not be vested in 
it under~the Constitution. Between 
these two factors, with the em- 
ployers anxious to defeat the whole 
Act and the men more than anxious 
to. take advantage of even greater 
powers than the Act gave the Court, 
the measure, in a great degree, has been 
brought into disrepute. There are many 
workers in the various organizations who 
haye been anxious to drop the whole 
system of arbitration—who have de- 
spaired of making it a success—and have 
resorted to what we conceive to be the 
discredited policy of ‘direct action.’ 

After all, ‘‘ direct action ’’ is the policy 


_ which has been accepted by the employ- 


ing classes for probably a thousand years 
—the policy of force. They have become 
so accustomed to exercise ‘‘ direct action’”’ 
over employees—to bring the weight of 
position, money, and strength generally 


‘to bear—that they have really grown to 


imagine that there is something sacro- 
sanct in their right to coerce the em- 
ployee; and. when the employees, for 
some good reasons that have been given 
to me, seek to administer a little of the 
employers’ own medicine in the form of 
‘“direct action,” they are branded as 
something so utterly lawless as to be un- 
worthy of the respect of their fellow 
men. 


I invite the Government not to rest on 
such meagre laurels as they may happen 


to have obt-ined from this comparatively 
Mr, Brennan. 


trifling measure. I hone not only that — 
they will come down with a broad and 
generous-minded Conciliation and Arbi-_ 
tration Bill. but that it will present some ri 
opinions I heard the Acting Prime Min- 4 
ister (Mr. Watt) express, and will seek ~— 
to break down the ovposition of many 
honorable members onvosite to an ex- 
tended power in the Federal Conciliation € 
and Arbitration Court to deal with in- ~ 
dustrial matters generally. 

Mr. Warr.—This Bill is only to stop . 
a hole to keep the wind away. x5 

Mr. BRENNAN.—That appears to ye oe 
so from the discussion, and I allow the — 
Bill to go without further discussion. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a third time. 


SUSPENSION OF SITTING. 


Mr. WATT.—It is the desire of the 
Government that the members of both 
Chambers shall meet, in the Refreshment 
Rooms for a short surcease from legislative | 
sorrow in order to express to one another 
some of the sentiments of the season. I 
therefore suggest that the sitting be sus- 


pended. 


Sitting suspended from 3.30 to 4.20 p.m. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL. 
Seconp READING. 


Debate resumed from the 19th Decem- 
ber (vide page 9866) on motion by Mr. 
Groom—_ - a 

That this Bill be now read a second time. *: 5 

Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT (New England) A 
[4.20].—It is a matter of deep regreb 
that a most important Bill dealing with My 
repatriation in one of its most important ~ 
phases, the building of homes for our re- ae 
turned boys, should be brought forward — 
in the concluding hours of the session. Ns 
It is also a matter for regret that suffi- 
cient opportunity has not “been given to | 
honorable members to discuss repatriation — 
matters generally. The Appropriation — 
Bill we passed yesterday provides — 
£250,000 for national workshops and — 
vocational training for returned soldiers, — 
£1,500,000 to be advanced to the States — 
to settle returned soldiers on the land, 
£500,000 to be advanced to the States — 
for the employment 6 returned ‘soldiera. ¢ 
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in forestry work, and £1,000,000 as inci- 
‘dental expenses in connexion with repa- 
triation work. All that is apart from 
the money that will be required to carry 
out the purposes of this Bill. It was 
unfortunate that a matter of the greatest 


~ importance to the people of Australia to- 


day, the repatriation of our soldiers, 


found a place right at the end of the’ 


Estimates, and that the operation of the 
guillotine deprived honorable members of 
the opportunity of dealing with the com- 
plex questions involved in it. However, 


- this Bill covers at least one branch of 


- returned. 
in Australia by the 31st October was 


‘repatriation work with which honorable 


members can deal even at this late stage 
_ of the session. 


TIhope that during the next six or 


_ twelve months practically all of otir sol- 


diers will be back in Australia. Until 


the 31st October last 412,066 men had en- 


listed for service abroad, and 78,544 had 
The total number discharged 


68,334, and of that number 34.588, or 
roughly one-half, had made applications 
to the Repatriation Department for as- 
sistance. Accepting these figures as a 


guide, the Department must look forward 
to making provision for at least one-half 
_ of the men who have yet to return. 


Mr. Ropcers.—lIt is not a fair cri- 
terion. Those who have come back first 


are the maimed and wounded. 
~Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT.—I admit that 


the honorable member’s statement is cor- 


o: 


Te 
< 


rect, but I ask him to remember that 
medical inspection has shown that 30 per 
cent. of the Anzacs who have returned 
on furlough. and are sunvosed to be 
‘‘ A” class men, fit for service, are really 
not ‘‘A’”’ class. We must not imagine 
that those who have passed through the 
turmoil and strife of the last four years 
will be in the best of health. 

Mr. Ropcers.—I think that a bigger 
percentage will need assistance. That 
was the point of my interjection. 

_Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT. — For the sake 
of argument, let us say that 50 per cent. 

of them will need assistance. We have 
established vocational training classes, 
and in the various States we have an ex- 


- cellent land settlement scheme in: opera- 


Sir Rosert Best.—Excellent ? 


= 


Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT.—It is an excel- 
lent system. At least itshould be if it is 


carried out as it was intended it should ~ 


be carried out. 1 am closely in touch 
with soldiers’ settlement in New South 
Wales, and it seems to me that it has a 
tendency to work in the opposite direc- 
tion. I am opposed to the purchase of 
high-priced estates in settled communi- 
ties, where there are railways, because 
the capital values of the holdings will 
crush the men for all time. I suggest 
that it is better to go out where there 
is vacant Crown land, or where cheap 
freeholds or leaseholds can be acquired 
for half the price demanded for land 
near railway centres. Then, having pur- 
chased these lands, let a pioneer railway 
be constructed by the Repatriation De- 
partment, and let men be settled at 
mixed farming. There is a tendency to 


urge men to go on the land quite apart 


from their ability or disability in that 
regard, and very often the capital value 
of a holding a man takes up is a drag 
upon him for all time. But by adopting 
the policy I have suggested, we can 
settle returned soldiers in circumstances 
in which the capital value will never get 
them down while at the same time the 
community will benefit by the settlement 
of land which previously has remained 
undeveloped, and that portion of the 
Commonwealth will get a decided fillip or 
impetus, 


As my time is very limited, I shall 
touch on the Bill and repatriation work 
in a general way only. In my opinion 
the Repatriation Department and the 
Repatriation Act fail to render help to 
one ‘section of the community which is — 
most deserving of assistance. To the 
30th June last, 52,536-of our men had 
died on active service, leaving behind 
them 6,321 widows and 10,400 children 
under the age of sixteen years. What 
consideration is given by the Repatria-- 
tion Act, or even by the Bill before us, to 
the future welfare of these 10,400 chil- 
dren? It is one of the greatest responsi- 
bilities of the Repatriation Department 
to-day to see that the children of our. 
fallen heroes have even greater considera- 
tion extended to them than they would 
have had if their fathers had lived. 
We must see that every one of those 


om 
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children is launched into the world with, 
perhaps, even a better chance of getting 
on than he might have had if the father 
had lived. If Australia, in passing repa- 


triation méasures, falls short of that stan-- 


dard, it is false to the brave dead and to 

the promises made to our men when tney 
went overseas, and these children, in time 

to come, may be able to point the finger 

of scorn at Parliament, and say, ‘* Our 
fathers went to fight for this land, and 

left their bones in France or -Gallipoli, 

but what has the country done for us?”’ 

The Act makes provision for vocational 
training. We know that the widowed 
mother and children can get certain 
allowances under the War Pensions 

Act. But what are they? A widow, or 

a widowed mother of an unmarried ‘son, 

gets £2 per fortnight if the husband or 

son had been receiving 6s. per day, and 

that rises in gradations until,-if the de- 
ceased soldier had been in receipt of 10s. 

per day, the widow or mother is allowed 

£2 12s. 3d. per fortnight. ~ If the widow 
engages in vocational training, the-Repa- 
triation Department increases her allow- 

ance to 35s. per week, and allows for the 

first child 20s. a fortnight; for the second 
child, i5s.; and for the third and every 
| Subsequent child, 10s. If both parents 
are dead the a eine made for each 
: child, up to ten years of age, is £1 per 
BC ae fortnight: from ten to tourteen years, 
25s. per fortnight; and from fourteen to 
gixteen years, 30s, per fortnight. Then 

| the Repatriation Act, of which this Bill 
¢ is a branch, steps in. The Minister may, 
on the recommendation of the State 

- Boards, make arrangements to'pay such 
amounts as are necessary for the educa- 
tion of the children, and he may pay fees 
for their vocational. or professional train- 
ing. Under the Repatriation Act, a 
| widow and one child may receive, inclu- 
sive of pension, 51s.; with two children, 
64s. 6d.; and with iitee children, 58s. ; 
with Four children, 61s. 6d.; and with 
five or more children, 64s. 6d. There are 
also provisions for an allowance of .£35 
for household furniture, and £150 for the 
purchase of a business or stock, or the 
lifting of mortgages, &c. Those are prac- 
tically all the benefits which the widow 
and children receive under the Repatria- 
fion Act. This Bill is intended to make 

Lt,-Colonel Abbott. 


aaa TATIVES. | “Hea Bill. 


en o8 
provision for soldiers and their | Jeper ry 


dants; but I ask that a proper and ‘sys 
tematic scheme be evolved for taking 
charge of the children of fallen Mies 
and safeguarding their future welfare. Tt 
is all very fine to say that there are Sta 

charitable institutions. Would any wat 
orable member say that the child of any. 


ay 


soldier hero should be sent to a home, and 
receive charity in any form? There are 
cases in which soldiers’ children are” ~ 
motherless, and their father has died on 
active service. I made inquiries at the — 
Repatriation Department regarding | the i 


provision for children in such cases, falas 
will not honorable members be surprised _ 
to hear that there is ‘no machinery in the % | 
Department for ascertaining” where the i 
children are, and caring for them ? The — 
Department consoles itself with the — es 
thought that the children will be attended: 
to by the trustees. Money is paid for the — ss 
benefit of the children to the trustee or — 
next of kin. Taking an extreme cua of 
suppose the uncle is a drunkard, ee 
this miserable pittance is doled out by the 
Department to him, what chance will thes ae 
children have? There exists a need forse 
special supervision over the dishabgeen e 


‘of that money. We should have a staff 


of humane inspectors, male and female, = 
who will follow the money to its destina- ~ 
tion, and see that it is applied for the 
Renae of the children—that it goes upon 3 
their backs in the form of clothes, or ag 
their bodies in the form of food; or their 
minds ‘in the form of education. — The = 
Department should insure that those ae 
dren get a proper start in life, and. above © st 
all, that sympathetic and humane treat. = 
ment ig given to them to compensate as — 
far as possible for the loss of their. s 
parents, and to build their lives upon ~ 
sure foundations instead of allowing them 


‘to be kicked from pillar to post. If T —s 


had the time, I could quote many cases, aot | 
this kind. The Repatriation. Department — = 


replies that it gets reports from. Local ve 


Committees. There should be in every Mis. 4 
trict, or shire, or municipality an—ac- — 
credited council -or committee charged a 
with the responsibility of attending to the 
claims of returned soldiers, and their first 
and’ greatest duty should be to locate — 
every soldier’s widow and child. In the ~ 
district of Tamworth, it was, discove 
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__. that there was Pafoverty and - starvation 
amongst the dependants of soldiers. Last 
- winter, some women -had not enough 
blankets, and their children were sick and 
hungry. One benevolent lady, who raised 
; ‘money for the purchase of a battleplane, 


and: has rendered other patriotic services, 
heard of some cases. _ She scoured the dis- 
trict in a motor car, and the reports she 
submitted to the Committee regarding the 
distress amongst soldiers’ widows and 
kiddies would positively shock honorable 
= members. If such conditions obtain in 
country districts where people can get 
ye e — foo 90d and necessaries, what is happening in 
= he cities and suburbs, where population 
ods congested ? 
s ereeensery to appoint a weekly depen- 
_dant’s day, on which contributions of 
_ goods were’ received, and. all soldiers’ 
3 widows and dependants were visited. 
‘The orphan children of soldiers should 
3 receive preferential treatment over all 
other children. It is the duty of the 
Es ‘Department to ascertain where these chil- 
dren are, and establish hostels where they 
_ may be maintained and educated. That 
* - system should not. bear the brand of 
eH Let the children wear a badge 
_ showing that they are soldiers’ kiddies if 
you like, but let us care for them as a 
= duty we owe to their fathers. Some of 
the millions of pounds that are being 
Spent ought to be sent to the different 
States. Some soldier’s child in the back 
country may be a village Hampden, 
- touched by. Providence with the wand of 
genius. Let us see that each child has 
‘an opportunity of getting a fair educa- 
tion, and that the. girls have every induce- 
ae ment to go straight and live moral lives. 
If a widowed mother is too sick and 
weakly to be able to give. close attention 
to the rearing of her children, it is the 
duty of every one of us to see that each 
- child is given a chance in the world. If 
x one kiddy of a dead soldier should go to 
* _ the dogs, or, by reason of his or her 
4g father’ 8 death, should not have the same 
Reine as other children have, we as 
_ legislators and the peopie of Australia 
will be primarily responsible. A nation’s 
ee asset is its growing children, and 
.. Di, u the years to come, more titan ever be- 


a 
ry 


a 


At Tamworth, we found it — 


secondary, and technical education, which 
shall be compulsory for every child who is 
living in an industrial blind alley. Under 
the system which operates in Coa 
and in parts of England, a lad enters 4 
factory for a week, and next week he 
compusorily sent to a technical school for 
vocational training. There he is mad@ 
completely au fait with his job, and is 
qualified to become a_ better ~citizeri. 
That is a duty which the country owes £0 
every one of its people. 


In regard to the Bill, the homes idéa — 


is an excellent one, but we have not given 
enough consideration to the children. Mr 
T. G. Adamson, of Tamworth, has pro- 
duced an excellent pamphlet which, dum 
ing this festive season, would provide 2 


a 


text for us all to study—‘* What is hap 


pening to the children of departed sol- 
diers?’’ Let the time never arise when 
it-can be said that we, the people of Aus: 
tralia, and the members of this Legis- 
lature, were responsible for the failure iy 
life of any dead soldier’s boy or girl. . 
Mr. Rongers.—This House has never 
reviewed the subject of repatriation. — 


Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT.—Unfortunately | 


that is so. I waited patiently to have an 
opportunity on the Estimates to discuss 
the subject of repatriation, but the only 


chance I have had is now, when I have” 


only a few minutes to spare before catch- 
ing my train. It seems almost a sacri 
lege to touch the subject in the superficial 
way I am obliged to do-it. Let us re- 
member during the holidays what are our 
obligations, and let the Minister for Re 
patriation come forward when next ws 
meet with a comprehensive scheme which 
will search out every soldier’s child, and 
give to it, not charity, but the fair treat 
ment which the father’s sacrifices demand, 
so that those 10,400 children I have men- 
tioned will have opportunities as good av, 
if not better than, would have been theizs 
had their daddies lived. 

Mr: McGRATH (Ballarat) [4.42}— 
With the honorable member who has just 
resumed his seat, I regret that this Bill 
has been brought forward at the last 
moment. Although repatriation — ts 
the most important question with which 
Parliament could deal, we have had 
no opportunity to discuss it, except in 
the dying hours of the session, when more 
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than half the members of the House have 
departed to other States. Members on 
both sides of the House declared that we 
would not break the promises we made to 
the soldiers. We have broken those pro- 
mises. Four years of war have gone by, 
and we have made very little provision 
for them, and to-day, when peace is about 
to be proclaimed, and when it is almost 
certain .that many thousands of  sol- 
diers will be returned in a few months, 
there is nothing but chaos in the Repa- 
triation Department in Victoria. The 
State Repatriation Board and the Deputy 
Comptroller have resigned, and nobody 
seems to know what has been done, or is 
to be done. We _ have voted a 
million pounds for repatriation, but, 
owing to the operation of the 
guillotine, we have had no opportunity 
to discuss how it shall be applied. 
There cannot be a member who: does not 
desire that justice shall be done to our 
returned soldiers and their dependants, 
and yet there are many things happening 
that ought not to happen. For instance, 
only the other day I received a complaint 
from a soldier who had lost the use of his 
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arm, that after six months his pension 


had been reduced, and, on writing to the 
Deputy Commissioner on the subject, I 
was informed that, under the Act, a re- 
duction to three-fourths of the rate 
granted must be made at the end of that 
period. Surely it is not the desire of 
the people of this country that such a 
reduction should be made. A man who 
has lost the use of an arm is no more 
capable at the end of six months, during 
which he has been. drawing a pension, 
than he was at the beginning of that 
period. I am besieged with complaints 
of hardship. The honorable member for 
New England (Lt.-Colonel Abbott) says 
that we are not looking after the children 
of dead soldiers, and we are not doing so. 
Then there are the cases of mothers who 
have lost sons, who went away at an age 
when they were contributing little or no- 


_thing to the upkeep of the family, but 


who, had they not done their duty to 

their country, and had remained in safety 

in Australia, would now be earning £3 

or £4 per week, and assisting materially 

to maintain the home. No considera- 

tion is given to these facts in the granting 
Mr. McGrath. 


* 
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of pensions. Then hore are the illegiti- 
mate children. At the end of two years a 
pensions cease to be payable in respect — 
of them, and the mother must disclose the — 
facts to the rest of the family. There ¥ 
is no proposal to alter that state of affairs. © 
No proper provision is made for voca- — 
tional training. It is not to be wondered 

at that Major Cunningham resigned, be- — 
cause all who have had anything to do | 
with the Jolimont office know that it was 
absolutely ignored by the coun autho- — 
rities. 

Mr. Ropcrers.—Major Cunninghaes is 
a fine, broad-minded man. 

Mr. McGRATH.—I will admit that of 
him, though I do not forget that he 
threatened to court-martial me. Still I 
found him conscientious in the work that 
he was carrying out, and he showed a 
fair grip of the questions with which he 
was dealing. It was impossible, how- 
ever, for him to do useful work. <A 
joinery business was acquired in Ballarat 
to enable the repatriated soldier to be 
taught a trade, but the Central Board © 
did not Anform Major Cunningham of 
what had been done, and’ to this day, 
although twenty men are learning a 
trade there, Mr. Hicks, who is mainly re- 
sponsible for vocational training, and is 
really a fine officer, has received no noti- 
fication on the subject. Letters were 
sent from the Jolimont office to the Cen-' 
tral office, and though months elapsed, — 
no reply was given to them, and nothing 
was done in regard to them. As a re- 
sult, the Deputy Controller has As 
and a whole body of men are in a state 
of ferment because they can do no useful” 
work. TI do not agree with those who ~ 
suggest that we should hand over the $ 
control of repatriation to a non- -political _ “ 


body. Parliament should exercise full — 
control. ~ | S. 
Mr. RopcEers.—It does not do so. 32 : 


Mr. McGRATH. — The supporters of | 
the Government are to blame for that. 
The honorable member holding the Porte a 
folio of Repatriation should be in this 
House, because it is impossible to obtains! 3 
the information ‘one desires by addressing ~ $ 
questions to the~Minister for Repatria-~ — 
tion through his representative here, the — 
Acting Attorney-General. This after-_ 


noon I heard speeches about eg be 
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"sg willand our debt to our soldiers, 
but I venture to say that there will be 
serious trouble in Australia if 20,000 or 

30,000 men arrive back here within the 


next two or three months. | Many of 
~ those who have already returned complain 
bitterly. Nearly 300 men who have been 
_ passed by the doctors as fit for vocational 
training are still walking the streets, 
drawing a sustenance allowance, and 
there is nothing worse for a man than 
to be idling in Bourke-street or Sturt- 
street, Ballarat, under such circum- 
stances. It does not matter what money 
_ may be required for machinery; or what 
“ difficulty there may be in. getting in- 
___structors, we should provide for the edu- 
cation of these men at once. As soon as 
a man expresses a desire to be vocationally 
trained, he should be able to begin his 
training. JI know that a soldier is not 
‘much inclined to return to civilian work. 
_ The honorable member for New England 
says that he thinks 30 per cent. of the 
_. men coming back, apparently as fit as 
__ when they went away, will not be as fit 
__ for work as they were when they left. I 
venture to say that 60 per cent. will 
“never again be so fit for work as_ they 
__ were before they joined the Army. _ Tf 
~ a doctor certifies that men are able to 
= follow their original civilian occupations, 
_ they are not eligible for vocational train- 
ing, and I ask the Government’ to have 
that regulation reconsidered. Many men 
who went away as miners, having now 
seen the world, do not wish to return to 
their old occupation, and we should give 
them an opportunity to learn a trade if 
they so desire. The fact that a man has 
~ not been wounded should not be a reason 
for denying him the opportunity to learn 
a trade. Our soldiers have made the 
greatest sacrifices possible for their 
_ eountry, and those who are lucky enough 
to return in fairly good health should 
have the privilege of vocational training. 
_ We should endeavour to find out what 
each man is best adapted for, and train 
him accordingly. 
_ Mr. Ropcrrs.—There is no provision 
for that, nor is there any provision for 
_ financing the man who returns fit and 
well. | 
_ Mr. McGRATH.—There is no_ pro- 
__- vision for helping the fit man, though, as 
2 yi ~ 2 


[20 Decemper, 1918.] Homes Bill. 


. 9959 


a matter of fact, no doctor can determine 
that a returned soldier is absolutely fit. 
A man who has been through a barrage 
and over a parapet is never the same 
again. Those who know what the Aus- 
tralian soldiers did in the last stages of 
this war will agree with me that nothing 
we can do for them is too much. Men 
like Robert Blatchford, an ex-sergeant- 
major of the British Army, a well known 
and yery capable journalist, have pub- 
licly stated that had it not been for the 
three Australian divisions that retook. 
Villers-Bretonneux after the Germans had 
captured it, and were threatening 
Amiens and, after it, Paris, the war must 
have. continued for -perhaps ten years 
more. These divisions were brought 
down after the Allies had been driven 
out, and the order was given to re- 
capture the place. The action of our men 
in driving back the Germans probably 
materially shortened the war, and per- 
haps saved years of fighting. The boys 
are not coming back to pre-war condi- 
tions. They have fought and have saved 
the Empire, and they want better con- 
ditions than they left. Many men who 
were miners will not be content to go 
back to mining. 

‘Mr. Sprence.—We 
them to do so. 


Mr. McGRATH.—No provision” is 
made for _the setting up of the men in 
business, if they were not in business be- 
fore they enlisted. I have had twenty 
miners refused the opportunity to train 
at the School of Mines in Ballarat, 
because it was said that they were in 
good health, and the regulations provided 
that they should return to their original 
occupation. 


Mr. Poynton.—You cannot put every 
man into a business. 


Mr. McGRATH.—I realize the great 
difficulty of establishing men in _ busi- 
nesses. The percentage of failures »for 
want of business training has been yery 
large; but there should be no hard and 
fast rule to prevent it. There are one 
hundred and one subjects which I should 
like to discuss now, but I have not the 
time. My desire is that Australia shall 
be a contented place after the boys re- 
turn. I do not wish to encourage a spirit 
that may be dangerous to this country, 


should not ask 
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-nor do I want to see. Suaeoe here ine: 
that came after the South — 


troubles 
African war, by reason of the non-ful- 
filment of promises. What our, men did 
in the closing stages of the war probably 
saved this country £200,000,000 or 
£300,000,000, and all of them “who te- 
turn deserve every consideration. 


Debate (on motion by Mr. Wagn) « ad- 
journed until a later hour. 


CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION 


BILL (No. 2). 
Bill returned from the Senate without 
amendment, . 


CHIEF JUSTICE’S PENSION BILD. 


Bill returned from the Senate without 
amendment. 3 


INCOME TAX BILL. 
In - Committee (Consideration 
Senate’s request): 


Clase §— 


In addition to any tax linoluding additional — 


fax, if any) payable under the preeeding pro- 
visions of this Act other than sub-section (5) 
of section 4, there shall be payable a super-tax 


~ #qual to thirty per Gentum of the total amount 


of the tax so payable. 


Senate’s Request.—Before 5) % insert 
Nets) .and ”. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [4.59].—I 
amove— 


That the requested amendment be made. 


‘The Bill as we passed it imposed a 30 


per cent. increase on income tax rates, 
but the Senate desires that that in- 


crease shall not apply to the minimum 


payments. This means a loss of revenue 
estimated at about £10,000, though we 


cannot arrive at the amount exactly, As 


{he exemption proposed. affects only the 
lowest grade of income, and applies to a 
large number of women on fixed rates, 
{ am willing to agree to it. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [5.0].—I have 
not a copy of the. amendment before me, 
but I understand from the conversations 
T have had with members of another place 
that its effect is as stated by the Acting 
Prime Minister. The clause as it stood 


would have adversely affected many fe- 
_mnale school teachers, who are not the best 


A 
ee 13> 


S ‘aid ule AE in Aue wali ie 


_ better, 


of 


turned to the Senate, 


female telephone | operators — 
-pay than do many 

school teachers. During the last ° 
or three days the Victorian Sta 
Parliament House has been. beseiged I 
lady teachers anxious to hear the deba 
on a Bill relating to their payment. aT 
expect an increase which will | 

salaries slightly over- £100 per an 
and it would be unpleasant for the 
find that this increase brought 
within the ambit of our taxation 
purchasing power of the sovereign t 
1s ete Ss what it was Sas 


iss 
Motion agreed to;” requested 
ment made. tee: 
Resolution ‘reportéd fepess adapt 
Ordered—* BE ae 
That the Bill, amended sccordingy, 


‘WAR-TIME PROFITS TAK pee 
ASSESSMENT BILL. 


‘ate’s nied meats - 


Senate’s Amendment.—After clause A se 
following new clause :— 


amended by omitting all words from 
including ‘ next after ’ and inserting — 
their stead the words ‘one thousand - ni 
hundred and nineteen.’.” . 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava venawe 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.2].—Wit: 
exception the amendments made by 
other place are to give effect to Pp 
which I made while the Bill was 
this House. The first of these + 
ments is to limit the operation | i 
Act to the 30th June next, in ac 
ance with a promise that I gave to 
honorable member for Wimmera 
Sampson). I move— - = 

That the Senate’s amendment be ag 


Motion agreed te 

Clause 3— = eons 

Section 8 of the principal ‘Act ii 
(a) By inserting in sub 


paragraph g the. following pera yh: 
“() Such mining Bes certs or 4 
e ~ 


4 x ut fnolindiing any coal mining busi- 

ss mess) as are specified by procla- 

mation, as from the date, to the 

extent and on the conditions set 

Ain is ato) forth in the FosinAr ae ‘and ‘ 
, ak mat 


jenate’s ot iendinvent —After “pebalsieention” 
e 10, add the following words:— 


x The proclamation shall be laid before both 


- Houses of the Parliament within seven days: 


ix of the making thereof, or, if the Parliament 
is: not then sitting, within seven days after 
the: next meeting of the Parliament; but if 
3 either House of the Parliament passes a, reso- 
of which notice has been given at any 
_within fifteen sitting days after the 
oclamation has been laid before such House 
isallowing the proclamation, the proclama- 
ion shall” cease to have effect as from the 


} ‘3 Mr. WATT iseamese eles Prime 
_ Minister and Treasurer) So 3]. Seep se- 


with proclamations, which, en the sugges- 
tion of the honorable member for Koo- 
F yong (Sir Robert Best) are ngw to be 
laid upon the table of both Houses 
P eithin seven days of the meeting of Par- 
| - liament or within seven days of their 
making ‘This provision: deals particu- 
= larly with the discretionary power which 
} conferred upon the Commissioner Ly 

the Bill to exempt certain classes of min- 
of and the amendment has been made 
- im another place so that Parliament may 
__ know exactly how the Commissioner has 
_ exercised his discretion. I move— 


= That the Senate’s amendment be agreed to. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [5.4|.—The effi- 
cacy of this provision will depend upon 
_ whether the House is afforded an oppor- 
tunity to discuss any such proclamation 
PO a it is laid on the table. + 


‘Sir Rosert Best.—In any event, the 

laying of a proclamation on the table of 

% e House will give public information 
_ in regard to it. 


2 os ‘Mr. TUDOR.—Quite so; but like many 
_ other regulations that are laid on the 
able, I do not suppose we shall ever 


have an opportunity to discuss these pro- 
r. - elamations. 


ae — Mr. Warr.—All that is going to be 
_ altered. : 


TUDOR.—I hope the Acting 
Prime Minister’s good resolution will be 


Motion agreed to. 


Senate’s Amendment.—Leave out sub-para- 
graph 7 and insert the following sub- “pate 
graph— 

“(j) amy agency (in which little or no 
capital expenditure is required) to: 


the extent to which the 


Commis~ 
sioner is satisfied that the profits 


arise from commissions in respect of 


purchases, sales, leases, loans, in- 
surances- or collections of money 
made on behalf of any other person,. 
including commercial travellers and: 
agents whose remuneration consists} 


wholly of a fixed and definite sum. — 


not dependent on the amount of they — 


> 


business done or any other combi: 1a 


gency.” 


Mr. WATT (Baliclaves dan ee 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.6].—This 


amendment deals with the much troubled — 


question of mixed businesses, consisting 


of an agency and some other form of busi 


ness. The difficulty was explained ori- 
ginally by the honorable member for 
Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman), 
who pointed out that a man might carry. 
on a furniture business together with an 
agency. This amendment gives effect to 
the promise I then made, that if the Com- 
missioner was satisfied as to the agency 
profits made by a man who is conducting 
another business, he would exempt such 
profits under the conditions prescribed by 
this clause. I move— 


That the Senate’s amendment be agreed to. 


-Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [5.7|.—I 


wish only to say once more that I can 
see no justification for this clause. To 


my mind, it destroys the whole value 
of the Bill, and I regret that it finds & 
place in it. 


Motion agreed to. 


Senate’s Amendment—Add_ the following 
new pareuran 


“ (bb) by inserting after paragraph (j) 
the following paragraph ;— 
2 a and 


(%)businesses deriving profits 


from the raising and sale — 


- of stud live stock bred by 
owner of the business to 
the extent of the profits so 
derived . where the profits 
so. derived do not exceed 
Two thousand pounds, 


Mr. WATT (Balaclaya—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.8].—This 
amendment is designed to give effect to 


ay 


a 
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an undertaking that I gave to the honor- 
able member for Indi (Mr. Leckie) when 
the Bill was in Committee, in regard to 

a proposal for the exemption of certain 
nace of profit on stud businesses. Under 
this amendment such profits will be ex- 
empt where they do not exceed £2,000. 


It will not exempt the profits of dealers - 


in stud live-stock, if there are such per- 
sons, but it will exempt businesses de- 
riving profits from the raising and sale 
of stud live-stock bred by the owner of 
the business, to the extent of the profits 
so derived, where they do not exceed 
£2,000. TI move— 


That the Senate’s amendment be agreed to. 


Motion agreed to. 


Clause 8— “s 

Section “15 of the principle. Act is 
‘amended ; 

Senate’s. Amendment.—After paragraph f 


‘insert the following new paragraph:— 


“ (ff) by omitting sub-section (8) thereof 
and inserting in its stead the follow- 
ing sub-section :— 

‘(8) In the case of a business which uses 
leasehold property or the owner of which has 
acquired a licence to construct works, build- 
ings, or other improvements for the purpose 
. of gain on any land— 

(a) for which a definite sum of money 
has been paid other than the rent 

_ reserved; or 

(6) for which a consideration in the form 
of material assets has been given by 
the lessee or licensee; or 

(c) upon which the lessee has covenanted 
with the lessor to expend money on 
works, buildings, or other improve- 
ments which will revert to the lessor 
upon the termination of the lease; or 

(d) upon the condition that the works, 
buildings, or other improvements will 
pass to the lcensor at the termina- 
tion of the licence, 


a deduction shall be allowed of the amount 
obtained by dividing the sum so paid or to be 
expended or the value of the consideration so 
given by the number of years of the unexpired 
period of the lease or licence, at the date the 
amount was so paid, or the consideration was 
g80 given, or (in the case of money to be ex- 
pended upon the works, buildings, or other im- 
provements) at the date of his entry into pos- 
session of the lease or licence.’ ” 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister “and Treasurer) [5.9].—This 
amendment is the exception to which I 
referred in my opening remarks. The 


War-time Profits Tax [REPRESENTATIVES.] Assessment Bill. cn ; 


- applies. 
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/ ot 
present law permits a jetiiction are the 


profits of a sinking fund required to re- ; 
coup capital expenditure under covenants b 3 
to expend money on the improvement of FY 
leaseholds where the lessee has no tenant : 
right in the improvements. This amend-— 4g 
ment will extend the concession to cases 
in which licences are granted to owners 


of businessey to construct works, build- 
ings, or other improvement: on land 
for the purposes of the busiresses, pro- 


vided the works, buildings, and other im- 
provements will pass to the licensor with- 
out compensation to the licensee upon — 
termination of the lease. Public tram- 
ways, constructed on public thorough- — 
fares or through private properties under 
licence, will thus be benefited. “One of 
the difficulties experienced by the De- ~ 
partment ever since the Act came into 
force has been in regard to the yastigiee 
ing rights of the lessee of such leasehlds. 
Where a man under a_ building Tease, 
for example, undertakes to lease for 
twenty years, and to hand over the land, 
with the building intact, at the end of 
that time, the money that has been spent 


‘on that ‘building has to be amortised ~ 


within the period of the lease. With re- 
gard to the other things which have never 
yet been provided for, the same principle 
If this amendment, which was 
recommended by the Leader of the Go- 
vernment in the Senate, be adopted, it 
will allow exactly the same concession in - 
respect of amortising as we have allowed 
for vanishing and other assets. I move— 


That the Senate’s amendment be agreed to, 2% 


Motion agreed to. 
Clause 9— 


Section 17 of the neineinale Act is amended 
by adding at the end thereof the following : 
sub-section . . . =o 

Provided that where the member has bor-_ 
rowed money on the security of his estate in ss 

the land the average amount of the~ borrowed — 
money olitstanding during the accounting | am 
period of the. partnership shall be deducted 
from the amount that would otherwise be in- 
cluded in the capital of the ‘partnership ae : 
2 


ee Me 


ness, and shall be deemed to be borrowed 
money used by that business within the mean- 
ing of sub-section 15 of section 15 of this Act. 

Senate’s. amendment.—Leave out all words ~ 
from and including the word “ Provided,” and — 
insert in lieu thereof— : ey 


“Provided that where a member has bor- — 
rowed money for the purpose of acquiring his — 
estate in the land, or has borrowed money on — 

Rise. 


pried 4. > : , & a om a prs 4 
oi ’ ye Nan. 
+ a 


oe x 


ta 
iid 


the security of his estate in the land for the 
purpose of using it in the business of the 
__ partnership, the average amount of the bor- 
| rowed money outstanding during the account- 
. ing period of the partnership shall be deducted 

from the amount that would otherwise be in- 
_ ¢luded in the capital of the partnership busi- 
' mess, and shall be deemed to be borrowed 
money used by that business within the mean- 
-. ing of sub-section (15) of section 15 of this 
Act.” 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—<Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.10].—This 
amendment deals with partnerships in 

land and stock in joint and severalty to 

_ which reference was made by the honor- 

able member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers). 
- An amendment moved in his behalf by 
_ the honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Sampson) was accepted by me because I 
thought that, having regard to the rapid 
drafting which had fhen ‘to be accom- 
_ plished, it would do exactly what I pro- 
mised would be done. We find, however, 
that that is not so. If four men join in 
partnership, their stock being joint and 
— their land several, the desire now is to 
___ bring the land into joint account, so that 


as an asset earning profit it should be 


: allowed as a portion of the capital to be 
E | mortgaged, or if there is borrowedmoney 
Pi 

3 


os 
;~ 
y 
B 


accounted on. If some of the land is 
- against it, we want to bring it into full! 
account, unmortgaged, to deduct the 
amount of the mortgage, and to show the 
net amount that has been thus introduced 
as an asset into the partnership, and to 
give credit, after getting that net amount, 
for the amount of the mortgage at bor- 
rowed rates. This accomplishes that; as [I 
promised it should, but the original pro- 
vision did not. I moye— | 


Vs 
That the Senate’s amendment he agreed to. 
| Mr. RODGERS (Wannof) [5.12]—TI 


_ appreciate very much the performance of 
_ the Acting Prime Minister’s promise to 
put the several owners of an estate 
worked in partnership in the same posi- 
tion that a single owner of the same pro- 
perty would occupy. I endeavoured to 
__ point out when the Bill was in Committee 
_ that many of these properties would be 
returning only 5 per cent. or 6 per cent. 
interest, but would still come within the 
operation of this tax. That, I am sure, 
Pm was not the intention of the Legislature 
_ or the desire of the Commissioner. There 


¢ 
¥ 
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is only one point to which I wish to refer. 
It seems to;me that if this amendment 
were not made, those partners would 
obtain the advantage of the larger pro- 
vision which the Act itself makes for 
owners who borrow money. I refer to 
the provision in respect of which they — 
are allowed 10 per cent. on the _ bor- 
rowed money. However, I do not wish 
to press that point, and I appreciate the 
very generous and fair concession made 
by the Government and the Commis- 
sioner. | 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [5.13].—This is 
a rather complicated matter for a layman — 
to follow. Is it the intention of the Go- 
vernment to exempt the profits made on 
borrowed money ? 

Mr. Wart.—This will allow the bor- 
rowed money rate for it just as if it 
were borrowed for the purchase of stock, 
as we have provided in other cases. , 

Mr. TUDOR.—The tax would: be col- 
lected in respect of the other profits? 

Mr. Watr.—Yes. 

Mr. TUDOR.—This amendment allows 
the average amount of borrowed money 
outstanding in the accounting period to 
be brought into account at the average - 
rate of interest which would have to be 
paid during that time? s | 

Mr. Watr.—Yes; as in the case of 
all other businesses ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—It puts these people in 
the same pcsition as a warehouseman or 
manufacturer in the City? 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.14].—This 
does not affect cases of joint and several 
ownership such as I have described uns 


less the land is mortgaged . or 
money 1s borrowed against it. In all 
other businesses, in such cases, the 
average amount of borrowed money 
that is employed is allowed for at 
the rate which the Act prescribes. 


Through a slip in the drafting we failed 
to provide for that. 

Mr. ConsipInE.—Does it apply to an 
individual borrowing money and invest- 
ing it in a business ? 

Mr. WATT.—Yes; provided he be- 
comes a taxpayer under the Bill, it is a 
condition of assessment which is duly al- 
lowed for. If there is an estate worth 
£20,000, which a particular individual 


and this amendment is to put that right. Board-of Referees to be a purely offici 
imove— ~ | body. It is the general desire of all co 


referred to in sub-section (1) of this section the composition of the Board ~ to | 


“shall” insert “subject to this Act.” WAR SERVICE HOMES BIL] “ 


| ing it quite in this way. The Senate’s I am afraid that it may be considered 
eeeerient gives completion to that some people. that. honorable -aembe rs 
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partner has brought into a joint partes! Gera ieetienks pink insures now that 
ship, that hitherto has not been allowed 10 per cent. arrangement in regard to ne 
for as credit, but now we do allow for it. capital shall only operate in. this presen 
It is taken at the £20,000 value, and if financial year 1918-19. I move— ; eS 
there is a £10,000 mortgage, we deduct ‘hat the Senate’s amendment be agreed 
that, and say that the net amount which —fotion agreed to. | oe nee 
the partner brought in is £10,000. We Mr, Sampson.—Will the Actin oa 
take it that he has £10,000 borrowed  yyinister (Mr. Watt) make an. a 


money employed, and that is allowed Sol ant as bo-ate possible composition ¢ 
at the rate at which borrowed money 18 poord of Referees? I understand 
entitled to be employed under the Act. i}. honorable gentleman was prepa 
This is an exact parity with the allowance 
made in other businesses. - Mr. WATT:—(By _leave).—With — 
Motion agreed to. __ permission of the Committee I should like 
Senate's. amendment.—After clause 9 insert- to make a brief announcement that I had 
the following 4 i ae oa as Rehpusce:? oa intended to make on the third reading 
of the principal Act is amende omittr : 
Hs pr ao ,, Sub-section (3) thereof.” a oe rege is some confusion in the. -min. 
e ordinary taxpayer, and even in 
Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime minds of some honorable members, as | 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.16].—I the various Boards ereated under the Bi 
TENE . The commercial community imagined 
That the Senate’s amendment be agreed to. first. that the ‘Hardships Board was to be 
This is a consequential amendment. In the Board of Referees—that the Land 
two other places in the Bill which gives the Tax Board was tobe the body. ‘That £ 
Commissioner certain discretion, we struck however, is not the intention of the Go. 
out the principle that he could apply that vernment. The officials who. constitut 
diseretion only when it would insure the the other Boards are doing their wot 
financial stability of the business, but we very well, and, no doubt, will do as well 
omitted to strike it out in another part, under the Bill; but we do not intend the 


enaael 
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That the Senate’s amendment be agreed to. nected with the development of this k 
Motion agreed to. of legislation to see that Board compose 


~~ Clause 11. ees of business men, and the proses 


ae. 


(2) All “ae to ‘the einai ke t ¢ th 1 
made by this Act, other than the amendments requiremen Bh Os e reasury., 


shall apply to assessments made for the appeals. 


financial year commencing on the Ist July, Resolutions reported ; report edop : 
1916, and all subsequent years. 


Senate’s amendment.—After the word 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime — Szconp Reaping. = 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.17].—This is Fickate resumed (vide page 9960). 
another consequential amendment dealing Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [5.23].—I s 
with the introduction of new capital in not detain the House at any length, 
clause 11. .It is necessitated by an addi- though I realize that this is one a 
tion to section 12 of the-Act providing raost important measures that we 
that the allowance shall apply only to had to deal with this session. I since 
the assessment of profit for 1918-19. This regret that the further consideration 
is a compromise to meet the rival views the measure has to be postponed — until ; 
expressed on both sides, and I did not at time when circumstances are es ; 
‘the time see the necessity for accomplish- full justice can be done to its provisi 


; 5 q 
des arene Pag proper consi- 
shis measure; and I only wish that it 
had been before us a: fortnight or a month 

go, so that we might have had the bene- 
fit of suggestions from some of the soldiers 
a themselves. This Bill ‘has come down 
- from the Senate with a list of nine amend- 
> ments, which will be dealt with when the 
committee stage is reached. I have no 
doubt that. the Repatriation Department 
. has given, and is giving, careful consi- 
d oe to the problem of house our 


wi the. Plasterers’ saptvet= Mel- 
- bourne, who was a member of the 

State Repatriation Board which recently 
_ Yesigned, say in the course of an address 
at a meeting at which two members of 
_ the French Mission were present, that 
: that Board had been considering how 
best to provide homes for the returned 
~ men. There are many complaints from 
widows and other dependants of difficul- 


ties. in this connexion. One case, which 


widow, of a tramway employee who was 
te in receipt of a pension of about £1 15s. a 
y week, and who was considerably incon- 
3 venienced and harassed in consequence 
_ of, on three occasions, having her rented 
SA ~ house sold over her head. Of course, 
__ there is no power under te moratorium 
3 _to prevent a landlord selling his premises; 
but the hardship is none the less to a 
_ woman with a small family. This woman 
_ is anxious for some assistance from the Re- 
_-patriation Department in the way of pur- 
chasing a home of her own. The defini- 
- tion. clause of the Bill defines “ Eligible 
; - person.” as ‘an Australian soldier inks is 


dant for whom it is necessary to main- 
in a home, or a female dependant of a 
.. r ier.””. This, of course, covers the case 
= ha widow or widowed mother; and the 
«Bill Eeireeonte an erpet cana of providing 


a inbhes: Paonia imstitutions. The hon- 
z erable member: for Kooyong (Sir Robert 
_ Best) who has had so much experience in 

¥z onnexion with the Langridge Building 
| eee. in Melbourne, may be able to tell 
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ion to our. oldiers in our treatment. 


is possibly typical of many, is that of a. 
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Sir Ropert Besv. +—The term over 


which the payments extend is longer under — 


the Bill than is usual in the case of 
ordinary building societies. 
the term the larger the instalments. 


The shorter “yp 


Mr. TUDOR.—And I think the rate of 


interest is lower under the Bill. 


Sir Rosert Best.—Much; the rate of 
interest in the case of a building scoisty 
is 8 per cent., anyhow. 

Mr. 
ber of soldiers’ wives join in the renting — 
of a house, which is: looked after by one 
of them while the others go out to work. — 
The other day I had to make a complaint — 
here about the treament accorded to, a 
lady who applied for some assistance at the — 
Repatriation Office.. She had saved about — 
£150, and a building society or other in- 
stitution had told her that if she raised 
such an.amount they would immediately 
advance £350. However, it was neces- 
sary for her to raise an additional £50, 
and it was that necessity which took her 
to the Repatriation Department, ‘ where — 
she had a difficulty with one of the officers. 


-— 


‘I am glad to know, however, that that 


matter has been satisfactorily ‘cleared up. 
T am anxious that this Bill should come 
into operation at once, but I regret that 
we are dealing with it at a time when it 
cannot be given the consideration it de- 
serves. i eee 
~ Mr. Sampson.—But it is not laying 
down any new principle; it is merely 
liberalizing principles already in ex- 
istence. 


Mr. TUDOR.—We are Hage into 


repatriation work something that has been 


carried on so far by other institutions. 
Queensland, South Australia, and, I be- 
lieve, Western Australia, also have made 
a start in this direction; but it is the duty 
of the Commonwealth to undertake it. 
There is a shortage of homes in every 
capital city in- Australia. JI know of 
many cases in which several soldiers” 
families are living together, but when the 
fathers return each family will require 
a home of its own. The Minister has 
said that ona fair-sized. block of land — 
more than one house may be put up. I 
presume that there will be no proposal 


TUDOR.—In some cases a num- — 


_— 


2 


*\ 


to build houses-on the terrace system | 


-which do not permit of light and air 


War Service 


reaching every room. ‘These terrages, 
which were such a feature of building 
construction in “Melbourne some years 
ago, are a survival of the crowded area 


-eonditions of the cities of the old world. 


Sir Rosert Best.—The Local Govern- 
ment Act of Victoria provides for a mini- 


mum area on which a house may be built. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I could take the honor- 
able member to a crowded area within 
70 yards of the Richmond Railway Sta- 
tion, where there is one.block of land, 
with a frontage of 200 feet and a depth of 
ahont 50 feet, on which seven houses 
stand. ‘Six of them are terrace houses, 
and they stand on a frontage of 80 feet 
with a depth of 50 feet. The Victorian 
legislation referred to by the honorable 
member is a step in the right direction, 
and I hope that other States will follow 
the example, if they have not already 
done so. I presume that the Minister’s 
proposal will be to build houses on the 
lines of the clerks’ homes scheme at Glen- 
huntly. 


I agree with what the Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) has said, that there 
are oscillations of feeling as to whether 


public undertakings should be controlled 


by Parliament or absolutely divorced 
from it. If the Housing Committee of 
the Repatriation Department is abso- 
lutely divorced from political control, it 
will be impossible for returned soldiers 
or their. dependants to speak to their 
parliamentary representatives and have 
grievances redressed. 

Mr. Roperrs.—They can talk to their 
parliamentary representative now, but 
be is powerless to help them; and so is 
Parliament. 

Mr. TUDOR.—But if we went a step 
further, and placed) the Commissioner 
absolutely outside Parliament, it would 
be a step in the wrong direction. 

Mr. Ropcers.—I quite agree with the 
honorable member. 

Mr. TUDOR—Instead of seeking to 
give Parliament less control over the Re- 
patriation Department, it may be neces- 
sary to give Parliament more control over 
it. Furthermore, it may be necessary to 
have the portfolio of the Minister for 


_ Repatriation held by a member of this 


Mouse. In saying this, I have? not one 
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‘of homes, and I have had the pleasure 


I have now to congratulate. him and the 


word to say against the present Ministe ¥ 4 


(Senator Millen). When the original ~ 
Bill was before the House, I said that ~* 
the repatriation scheme was so big t it : 
in all probability it would wreck Minis- — § 
tries and kill Ministers. It is a ek 
problem to handle. Human nature is ~ 
encountered in so many phases of it. 
We are all anxious that the “utmost. 
generosity shouldi be extended to the men 
who have done their best for the Com- 
monwealth, but the utmost care must be 


_exercised in the appointment of a Com- — 


missioner, and in seeing that the people 
with whom he comes into contact may re- —_ 


‘ceive the fairest of fair treatment. 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [5.42]—I 
give the Government my most cordial 
approval in their proposal to enable the 
various beneficiaries set out in the Bill 
the opportunity of establishing homes on 
the most favorable terms possible. ‘those — 
beneficiaries are— ees 


(a) An Australian soldier who satisfies 
the Commissioner that he— 
(i) is married; or 
(ii) is about to marry; or a = 
(ii1) has dependants for whom it is 
necessary for him to main- 
tain a home; or 
(b) the female dependant of an Australian 
soldier ; 

‘““ Female dependant ’> means the widow of an 
Australian soldier, or, in the case of & 
deceased Australian soldier who was not — 
married, his mother, provided that—_ 

(2) she is a widow and was prior to 
to the enlistment of the soldier Dy, 
dependent upon him; or amg 

(b) her husband is so incapacitated as 
to be unable to contribute ma- 
terially to her support ; 


Another class of beneficiary is referred to ; 
in clause 46, totally or permanently in- © 
capacitated soldiers, for whom provision 
may be made at the request of the De- 
partment of Repatriation. When the — 
Government scheme, as embodied in Re- 
gulation 88, was before this House for 
consideration, I made special reference — 
to the omission of anything in :the- 
nature of provision for the establishment — 
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of consulting the Minister on the matter. 


Government upon having come down with — 
a very comprehensive scheme in refer- _ 
ence to this fundamental part of repaint ag 
tion work, In-eonnexion with the small 


War Service 


- repatriation effort with: which I have been 


associated, before we endeavoured to do 


¥. anything for the soldier we set out to 


provide homes for the widows and little 


. i of the fallen, and on every oc- 


ion on which we made an appeal for 
_ assistance, the fallen soldier’s comrades 


_ approved of the principle that the widow 


A 


care, 


and children should be the nation’s first 
-I was particularly pleased at the 
attitude of the honorable member for New 
England (Lt.-Colonel Abbott) who stressed 


the case for the widows and children. 
The honorable member scarcely gave the 


| Minister and the Government credit for 


_ the-very generous provision they have 


nade, and in order that his remarks may 


not stand by themselves, and lead any de- 


> pendant to believe that inadequate pro- 


with one child, £3 3s. 
children, £3 7s.; 


“£3 13s. 
~ A widow with one child receives, £2 11s. ; 


soldiers and their dependants. 
mum cost of a house and land is fixed at 


vision for her has been made, I point out 
that recently the Minister issued a state- 


- ment showing that with the building of a 


home for soldiers’ widows and children, 
plus the pension and the repatriation allow- 
ance, a very fair provision had been made 


_ for them by the Australian people taking 


into consideration the whole of the cir- 
cumstances of our finance. In addition to 
the provision under this housing scheme, 
the weekly allowance, including pension, 
to a soldier and his wife, is 60s.; ditto, 
6d.; with two 
with three children, 
with four children, 
6d.; with five children, £3 17s. 


23, 10s... 6d.; 


with two children, £2 14s. 6d. ; with three 
children, £2 18s.; with four children, 
£3 1s. 6d.; and with five children, 
£3 4s. 6d. We cannot do too much for 
the widow and children of fallen soldiers ; 
but with this housing scheme, plus the 


_ financial provision I have mentioned, an 
- honest and fair endeavour has been made 


by the Government to meet all cases. 
Broadly speaking, this Bill lays down a 


_ great fundamental principle by rendering it 
possible for all the beneficiaries mentioned 


in the measure to establish homes with- 
out the payment of more than a nominal 
deposit. That is, indeed, a generous con- 
caption of what this country owes to its 
The maxi- 


s ~ £700. I do not think the Commissioner 


Vi Shea aim at 


spending the maximum 
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eat 


amount, nor do I think it would be wise 
to do so. Whilst the price of building 
material and all the costs in connexion 
with the creation of a home are exceed- 
ingly high to-day, yet economic con- 
ditions, and the exhaustion of the world’s 
spending power, will not permit prices to 
remain for long as high as they have been 
for some time past. With the pace at 
which bottoms are being builtin America, 
Japan,.and Great Britain, and with the 
necessity for getting back to a rapid ex- 
change in commodities, the high prices of 


all building materials must fall substan- 
tially. The only danger I see about rush- 


ing headlong into a building scheme is 
that owing to a fall in prices properties 
may materially depreciate in value, and 
the soldier may find himself faced with 
the obligation of paying off a property the 
market value of which is considerably re- 
duced. But that is not sufficient inate 
tion for us to mark time. 


T was one of the first in this country to 
advocate a housing scheme for returned 
soldiers. I am a convinced believer that. 
people should live in their own homes. 
The home is the first institution of life. 
People who live under their own roofs are 
always happier. They are not faced with 
the disturbing influence of increases 


in rent and the necessity to seek 
other houses. They are able to 
settle down to improve and _  orna- 


ment their homes. In this scheme for 
enabling soldiers and their dependants to 
have their own homes, the Government 
will have the backing of the country. Of 
course, none of us can shut our eyes to 
the fact that the scheme will require most 
skilful organization and rigid adminis- 
tration in order to prevent a land boom.. 
The Minister indicated that the Govern- 
ment are likely to spend £50,000,000 in the 
building of homes, and that 17,000 sol- 
diers are to be settled on the land at, say, 
an average cost of £1,500 per holding, 
which would represent another £25,000,000. 
If this country sets to work to establish 
homes in the cities and suburbs, and at 
the same time there is another army of 
buyers out to settle 17,000 soldiers on the 
land, in twelve months there will be, un- 
less we are very careful, a huge land boom. 
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I counsel the Gvpiatti to aed) power - vouring to o get young te 
establish their homes in codec 


to compulsorily acquire, properties if 


necessary. Asa rule, I am not an advo-- 
cate of compulsion in regard to the acqui-. 


sition of other people’s possess:ons, but 
when the future welfare of our ‘defenders is 
concerned, I am prepared to stand by 
that principle in order that properties 
may be acquired at reasonable rates. If 
a land boom is permitted to take place 
we shall place a load of debt on the man 


least able te bear it, the man who has - 


been incapacitated by-war service. Whilst 
I desire to stimulate the establishment of 
homes and settlement on the land, I fee 
bound to issue a word of warning that a 
man who starts off on a open owing 
100 per cent. of the purchase money for 
land, stock, and implements, 
work out the proposition by himself, will 
have a very tough problem indeed. For 
that reason I shall be no party to putting 


about his neck a burden of charges which | 


are in excess of reasonable-market rates. 
If that is allowed to take place many a 


- man will be discouraged, and when the- 


ad times come he will be tempted to 
abandon his holding. 

J take it that the idea of the Minister 
> 4s to create a Flomes Department within 
the Repatriation Department. This is a 


pig business proposition, and will require . 


most. skilful handling. There will need 
to be a scheme of standardization in order 
to cheapen construction, and a large 
staff of designers, builders, supervisors, 
and inspectors: T can foresee that the 
expenditure of this £50,000,000 will 
mean the establishment of a huge organi- 
zation. Probably in anticipation of this 
the Minister has left the door open for a 
private movement, and has made pro- 
vision for a soldier to erect his own home, 
‘provided the Commissioner approves of 
the site and the price and the conditions 
of the contract. Apparently the Com- 
missioner will allow a soldier who has a 
small property, or the means to’ acquire 
one, and thinks he can build more cheaply 
than the Department, the opportunity to 
do so. 

_ This housing scheme will test the busi- 
ne®s capacity of. the Minister and the 
‘Commissioner, and the most skilful staff 
they can employ. I hope, however, that 


-a wise policy -will be ape in endea- 
Mr. Rodgers. 
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and I hope that the result of. th e 
activities will not be that in th 


nothing worse in the world than _ 


and has to- 


‘will not come under tia hide-bound reg = 
Sei roa 


is another provision requiring that - 


More homes are badly needed for t 
lic generally, as neil as for Tis ca | 


politan areas, astute people w: 
buy up building bloéks, but. 
ister will fortify himself with | 
sary compulsory power to , 
perties ata reasonable rate. rah 
ment must be firm, and create a } 
conscience regarding soldier settlements 
the city and the country, otherwise 
will be a boom in land values. Ther 


man to be tied up to a= propert 
which he will be ‘‘ pulling the dex 
the tail”’ all his life. I do no’ 
there is anything more disheartenin 
for a man to be on a broad acres ] 
sition that has been purchased tood 
and is unsuitable, and in respec 
which he is unable to carrv on. T 
Minister will probably find that not. 

will there be a big body. of earnest 
and women who are keenly desirou 
establishing homes, but that, 
nately Shere. will also be. these: eee ei 
reckless, and will not. look after t aoe 
homes. For that reason it will be neces 
sary, I think, to get some of the outsi 
business brains of the community on 
staff. ° T am pleased that the Com 
sioner has been allowed a choice in ) 
selection of his staff, so that his officer Se 


lations of the Public Service Act. 


I do not know whether the 
proposes to give the Commissione 
to declare who shall, and who sh 
be eligible. Whilst the Bill defines 
who shall be entitled to assistance 


shall satisfy the Commissioner. Th E 
far too wide a power to vest in ; 
man. The Commissioner may 
power to appoint deputies. 

Sir Roserr Best.--He has.. Auge 


Mr. RODGERS. nis 
has to make a eae 5 to ae 
appointment 1s likely to make a 
of ahome. This is provided for 
28, which says— - 


The Corimissioner =e 
refuse to. Suter into arenas 


eas 


nds “snd ‘dwelling ivéic to, or 
Ae er: to any eligible person, un- 
satisf d that the person has a rea- 
ome =6F carrying out the terms of 
f of sale or advance. 


are : 
the e State legislation in Victoria, 
lo Bitas. lands provision is made for 
pitfeations: Committee, which con~. 
Ger very eminent men. But in my 
ment, if this Bill is administered 
1e sé ame way as the Victorian Land 
Act it will result in a huge 
id system, under which every 
ial soldier applicant will have to 
Bee be an tt from wherever he 


yu A 3 


> prospect of carrying out the terms of 
> contract of sale or advance. Not- 
anding the fact that there are Local 
~Comr mittees with experienced men who 
ot ave known the soldiers from their boy- 
¢ d are aware of their fitness or 
rwise, there is, under the State Act. 
_@ compulsion on the part of every ‘sol- 
= Sake desires to qualify for land set- 
4 ement to come to Melbourne to be 

examined by a Board. The persons ex- 
ing him will have his credentials be- 
them, but they will have no means of 
ing any statements he may make. 
gested that this work of examination 
tht be left to Local Committees. That 


with S 


th ood Fay 


the State. of course, pays the railway 
xf applicants. I have suggested a 
Committee, consisting of the local 


*; ‘s "@ president, a local surveyor, and the 
~~ president of the local Repatriation Com- 
mittee. Such a committee would 


_ be able to carry out the work of 
sting the qualifications of an 

é a : plicant. much better than any central 
_ Board could do. If a similar system is 
dopted in the administration of this Bill 
ens Inean that every individual soldier 
im ay oria. who desires to be established 
an me must satisfy the Commissioner 
as to his fitness by a personal visit to Mel- 


Groom. —Under an Australian 
icheme with a similar provision, a man 
aight have to come from Western Aus- 
tral a or Queensland for the purpose. 

te —There is provision 
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puty iat tein for the States. It is 


nonsense to send a soldier 200 or 300 — 
miles away from people who know all — 

about him to be examined by three or 
four men who know nothing about him — 
to decide whether he is qualified to have 


the benefits of the measure extended Chet % 


him. > 


Broadly Speaking. t cordially support 
the Bill, I regret that such a measure 
was not introduced earlier, and I regret 
also that it should be debated in a thin 
House in the last hour of the session. 
There has been, in my judgment, alto-— 
gether insufficient discussion in this Par-_ 
lament of the subject of repatriation. 
I do not desire that Ministers should be-- 
come restive under criticism, but we are 
going to criticise a scheme which may 
land this country in an expenditure of 
£100,000,000. It is our bounden duty, if 
we have any suggestions to make, to nut 
them forward. I have made suggestions 
when I thought it right to do so, and 1 
shall continue to follow that course. 


I fear that we made a great blunder 
in the first place in handing over the ad- 
ministration of the scheme of repatria- 
tion to an outside body. I say nothing 
against the Goyernment nominee. I do 
not think that any more qualified man 
for the work could be found in the 
Commonwealth; but in this Parliament 


‘we deliberately, in connexion with the re- 


patriation scheme, voted to” intrust the 
fulfilment of the nation’s obligations to 
six gentlemen, not. one of whom we knew, 
and without one provision of the scheme 
being laid before us. It might, be the 

most perfect which the ingenuity of man © 
could evolve, but that did not absolve this 
Parliament from its cardinal obligation. 
We had the privilege recently of voting 
£1,000,000 in a lump sum for the general 
purposes of repatriation, without any hon- 
orable member knowing exactly what the 
money was required for. We shall be faced 
with an _ expenditure of at least 
£100,000,000 for broad acres, land settle- 
ment, housing scheme, and general pur- - 
poses of repatriation, and this Parlia- 
ment has not the power to alter what"is - 
proposed without the approval of the Go- 
vernment or the Repatriation Commis- 
sion. The Commission has the power to 


« 
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spend money in whatever way it pleases, 
with the approval of the Executive. I did 
the best I could, in the small hours of the 
morning, to induce other honorable mem- 
bers to ‘think with me on this subject, but 
the matter was put through without any 
sufficient criticism of the details of the 
scheme. Honorable members generally 
have not dealt with fundamentals, but 
have been concerned with tittle-tattle of 
dissatisfied soldiers. They have magni- 
fied it until a condition of irritability in 
connexion with this business exists 
throughout the country. I have not 
brought a single individual case under the 
notice of the House. I have dealt with 


such matters through the Department, 


and I have found there excellent officers 
ready to give every assistance possible. - I 
have also found the Minister for Re- 
patriation ever ready to consider proposals 
put to him; but that is no reason why, 
if J disagree on matters of principle with 
what is proposed, I should not offer my 
eriticism in this House. 


I desire briefly to review a few of our 
repatriation provisions. First of all, 
there is the excellent conception that if a 
man, by reason of his war services, is in 
broken health, he shall “be restored to 
health at the. expense of -the Common- 
wealth. If he again falls into ill-health 
after returning to his home, the Govern- 
ment will take him in hand again, and 
continue their care of him until he is 
completely restored to health. We some- 
times hear it said that the Commonwealth 
is doing nothing in the matter of re- 
patriation. I entirely disagree with that. 
I say that there are magnanimous and 
magnificently designed proposals em- 
bodied in the Australian repatriation 
scheme. If a man, by reason of his war 
services, loses an arm, a leg, or an eye, 
and mechanical craft and skill can supply 
him with an artificial substitute, the Go- 
vernment undertake to permanently sup- 
ply that substitute. If, by reason of his 
_ War services, a soldier loses his sight or 
his mind, he becomes for all time the 
guest of the Commonwealth. The Min- 
ister for Repatriation has already estab- 
lished hostels, beautifully equipped and in 
good positions, in two of the capital cities, 
to my knowledge, which such a man mony, 

Mr. Rodgers. 


to Painted “all his life bees other wa eas 


ricrs who fought with him, and to be sur-, 


rounded with all the care and attention 


that a grateful country can bestow w 
him. 


incapacitates him from following his pre- 
vious occupation in life, the Government 


If a soldier, by reason of his war 


services, has received some injury which 


of 
he 
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undertake the whole obligation, by a sys- er 
tem of vocational and technical training, ae, 


of fitting him to follow an occupation of © 
his choice, and from the start places him, 


in the matter of wages, in the same posi- 
tion as a journeyman in the trade he has © 


chosen. 
a little shaky, and the Commonwealth 
gives them the first call on Australia’s 
work so far as it is humanly possible to 


‘Some men return fairly fit but 


do so. The whole of the people — 
are behind the Government in be- 
lieving that the soldier is _ entitled 


to preference for the nation’s work 
and we make an appeal to all citizens in 
a position to offer employment to give the 
soldier a like preference. 


The widow of © 


a soldier with children is given a free — 


grant of £25 for essential articles of fur- 


niture, and under this Bill an opportunity — es 


to establish a home. 


made for tools of trade. 


instruments, 


In the case of an — 
artisan who may desire temporarily to 
fo.low his previous occupation, but is in~ 
need of some assistance, a grant of £10 is 
If a man de- — 
sires to take up a more advanced, course 
such ag engineering, he cam secure an ad- 
-vance up to £50 to provide himself with — 
Regulation 60 under the ~ 
Repatriation /Act is the most important 
of the financial provisions, and under it 


a widow with one or more children may — 


obtain an advance up to £150 to start 
I take it that _— 
the Minister for Repatriation will prob- 
ably find, as the result of experience, that 
a woman with little children is not likely 


her in a little business. 


to make a success at the same time of 
a business and of her children. 


in a home of her own if given the finan- 


cial assistance she requires. If a returned 
soldier is incapacitated to the extent of 
being unable to engage in his usual em- 
ployment he may obtain a maximum ad- 
vance of £150, if he is a married man. I 
take it that the reason why this provision 


1 I believe 
that wiser counsels will suggest that, in 
such a case, the woman would be better 
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_ iso aa for ted men is that it is as- 


2 that they have reached a stage 
a when technical or vocational training 
F. ld be too slow a business for them. 
ried man is therefore given financial 
tance up to £150, and in Spee clr- 


undertaking. I want honorable members - 


to rid their minds of the idea that 
: whenever reference is made to a ‘“‘ busi- 
cae the proposal is to set up a ee 
rned soldier in a _barber’s shop, @ 
fe y-goods store, or something of the 
nd. The word covers undertakings of 
_ the widest character. With a capital of 
_ £250 a man can often make a good start 
: cot rural districts where there is room for 
expansion, although perhaps in the 

_ metropolitan area, ~ where competition is 
e. very keen and the cost of stocking “up 
would be great, he might not be able to 
_ do so. : 


The third class 3 whom advances: may 
be made by a State Board consists of 
soldiers who, prior to enlistment, were 
a dependent for their living upon _busi- 
_ messes which they owned and conducted. 
‘i ‘This is intended to meet the case of a 
_ man who, perhaps, gave up a little busi- 
ness in order to enlist, or ranced it in 
the care of some-one who failed to make 
“a success of it. By this means such men 
may be returned to the position they oc- 
-cupied before they enlisted. Where. it 

. can be proved to the satisfaction of t 
Board or the Minister that a man just 
prior to enlistment ‘was arranging +0 
enter into business the Minister, 1 un- 
derstand, approves of that man _ being 
brought under this part of the Act. I 
have endeavoured to define the bulk of 
the provisions made under this scheme 
_ for our soldiers. There are one or two 
, minor provisions to which I have not 
referred, because I do not wish to weary 
-* honorable members; but I would point 
oe that the Government have set out to 
establish great fundamental principles. 
The whole trouble in connexion with re- 
patriation is not because of any failure 
_ in the conception of an adequate scheme 
on the part of the Government; it re- 
| is lates rather to the question of adminis- 
Ca 3 1. Faced with the task of creating 
a huge mushroom organization to deal 


“trol, 


with 400,000 soldiers, involving perhaps 
an expenditure of £100,000,000 in a 
year or two, the Government have had a 
difficult problem to deal with. No or- 
ganization could be brought into existence 
within a few months to deal effectively 
with such an undertaking. It is not 
merely a Government job, it is a peo- 
ple’s job. We should have had in Aus- 
tralia long ago a more advanced organiza- 
tion to take up this work of repatriation. 
We should have a system of devolution. 
Honorable members may speak of it as — 
‘‘ decentralization ’’ if they please, but I 
hate the word, which is used for the most 
part by those who are not in favour of 
decentralization. | There should be in 
every part of rural Australia bodies of 
earnest successful men—men who have 
made a success of life, who can teach thé 
soldiers short cuts, show them how to 
eliminate waste, and take a personal in- 
terest in them. These local bodies should 
be at all times ready, in association with 
the Government scheme, to assist our 
men. To many of the critics of the Go- 
vernment I say, ‘‘ Get a move on your- 
self.”’ To our returned soldiers I offer 
a word of advice. I ask them and their 
great organization to have more consider- 
ation, for the mén who are striving night 
and day to do something for them, and 
not to join the band of critics who merely 
look on and do nothine but complain. 

Mr. Consip1nE.—They asked to be al- 
lowed to take part in this scheme through 
their own selected representatives. 

Mr. RODGERS.—1 welcome the 
closest counsel between the soldiers’ or- 
ganization and those charged with ‘the 
administration of this Rey difficult un- 
dertaking. JI am convinced that under 
a centralized system, with official con- 
repatriation will not only break 
down but will crumble because of its own 
weight. 


I do not propose to make any refer- 
ence to the recent resignation of the State 
Board and the Deputy Controller of 
Repatriation in Victoria further than to 
say that I believe that they were ac- 


-tuated in sending in their resignations by 


the same feeling of disgust that is enter- 
tained by many Local Committees. They 
are men of originality and ability anxious 
to do original things. They are men 
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anxious to have greater administrative 
powers, but they have been required to~ 


keep within certain prescribed regula-_ 
If the Government are to have 
any success in cOnnexion with a system of 


tions. 


devolution—a system of appointing Local 
Committees—they must give to those 
Local Committees such powers as _ will 


give them an interest in their work; they | 


must clothe them with authority to carry 
out their work. Men of experience on 
these Local Committees are not prepared 
to meet week after week merely to con- 
sider red-tape letters from the Central 
Office or the Office of the Deputy Con- 
troller. As an example of what hap- 
pens, let me remind honorakle members 
that in the land scheme provision is made 
for an advance of £250 to a soldier who 
desires to settle on the land on approved 
share-farming terms. 


out suitable land for these men, and 


have endeavoured to settle them on it; 


but what happens? Every item that the 
Soldier requires has to be set out in detail 


in a form to be sent to the Central Office. - 


If he wants to buy a horse, the name of 
the owner, the description and age of 
the horse, and the price to be paid for 
it must be given. The application is 
filled in with all these details, and two 
members of the Local Committee, per- 


haps, go with the soldier to inspect the ~ 


horse or the farming implements that he 
proposes to purchase. If they approve 


of his proposal the recommendation of the: 
. Local Committee is sent on to the head 


office, and there it remains fer weeks, 
and, perhaps, for months: Meantime 
the offer of the qwner ‘ot the horse or im- 
plements to sell “it is withdrawn. The 
soldier is disgusted, the vendor has got 
tired of waiting, the Local Committee is 
disgusted, and when approval is finally 
granted the committee have to set. out 
in search of more horses and implements, 


and go through the whole process again. - 


if the Government have any confidence 


im these Local Committees why are they 


not prepared to say to them, ‘‘ Here is 
an advance of £250. Put it into a 
trust account. We trust you, under ap- 


proved conditions, to do the best you-can - 
I say to the Minister, 


for this soldier.’’ 
‘For heaven’s sake, trust the men who 


are going to carry out this work, for 


Mr. cee ig 
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We have sought . 


past. 


| the honorable ‘member is. 


z 


otherwise you will hase ‘are doing 
the State Board has already done ait 
them power to act.’ Zz : 


<a a 


It gives me no pleasure to critici 
Minister or his Department. 


tricate dobloms He is charge 
the carrying out of a gigantic 1 
and in the effort to create this orga 
tion he has, so to speak, his nose ~ 
grindstone. _ We, on.the other han 
able to see what is going on outside. — 
are able to look on and to gauge ie 
ficulties. I have come here to 
suggestions for the improvontenicee 
organ'zation, and not to harass or irri 
tate the Minister. No doubt he could 
advance many arguments from his ow 
point of view against those which T ha c 
brought forward as to giving more pow 
to Local Committees. I would remir 
him, however, that we have worked aw 
‘with our small scheme, and have e 
something. At a welcome home tender 

to some returned soldiers at Jeparit : 
cently the chairman of the Local Board 
was able to tell the gathering that, al 
though. a grand lot of men had _ enlis 
from that district, even if every one of 
them returned, in addition to the assist- 
ance which» they could secure from — 
Government scheme, they would -rec 
from the Local Committee £50 each 
help him on his way. They had raised 11 
the district between £5,000 and £6,000 for . 
that purpose. These Local Committees are 
prepared to act as agents, and to carr 
on the whole of the devel nea a 


Unless they are given more power, s 
ever, they will soon be a thing of 
The members of such comm 
eal decline te VesOp nels time. 


have not as me that.” "They, 
to being blamed for delays fom whie. 
are a responsible. Haid is the time 


ment. They have had a Tas opportt : 
to administer the scheme, and I \ 
say to them, .‘“‘ oo sae. bi = 
ence’ % 


—s 


Mr, SPEAKER. Sap am 


, with the e e general Icio of repa- 
n than i is regular under this Bill. 
e al lowed him a good deal of lati- 
beca use I recognise that, in the 
ne hours of the session, he will 


care ely 7 have another opportunity. 


iy Mr. ~ RODGERS. —TI recognise that, 
_ My only desire is to offer prac- 
tical advice to the Government. 


suspended from 6.30 to 7. 45 p.m. 


am )GERS. —In view of the fact 
. Senate is awaiting the result of 
mentions, I should have thought 
2 duty of the Whips to let members 
fae position.. Then, perhaps, ‘some 
us, although we have for days resisted 
SS ortunities to speak on other matters 
in order to discuss this question, might 
shave cut our remarks short. However, 
=a wish to bring under the notice of the 
_ Gevernment the fact that an absolutely 
new ; phase of repatriation confronts them. 
to the present there are approxi- 
_- “me tely 70,000 ill or maimed men, and the 
Be © epartment | has had to deal with only 
_ that proportion of them who have seen 
f , to apply for assistance. On the gene- 
ral demobilization we shall have to deal 
. a great body of over 200,000 fit 
, who have been toned up in the Old 
; , have had some preparation for 
‘technical training in the Old Country, 
and are ready, in “‘ good nick’’ after a 
‘sea, , voyage, +o once more start in citizen 
ite The repatriation schemes, both 
_ Federal and State, have not up to the 
present shown a capacity to grapple in 
a business-like way with the problem that 
atk ate to be faced on the return of our 
fit tr 


_ 


~My ec — A sample of whom we 
nav ) seen in the fine, healthy Anzacs just 


Mr. These 
men "ei not. wish ‘to ae round till an 
= ut verworked ~ centralized body can find 
on rtunities. ~I do not find fault 
ow igs repatriation scheme as I do with 
‘the absence of sound business methods ne- 
_ eessary to enable every case to be dealt 
: _ promptly and sympathetically. F 
for ego more severe’ ¢riticism, because we 
are engaged in a_ great experimental 
cheme, bu: - the i i mag epee should 


-and to 
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now be over, and we “engl to be able to — 
put our house in order. 


So that I may not delay Stick honor- 
able members who desire to speak, I shall 


_conclude by summarizing what I have 


already said. In view of the termi- 
nation of the war, and the early re- 
turn of our fit soldiers, the Government 
should revise the form of financial assist- _ 
ance that is being rendered, so as to bring 
within the operation of the scheme the — 
great body of men who will return un- — 
injured. For these we have made no 
provision whatever, @xcept for those who 
happen to come-~- within the housing 
scheme. I desire to drive home the point 
that the repatriation scheme, when. 
drafted, dealt with the then pressing 
problem of how to provide for the dis- 
abled and sick. There is practically an 


entire absence of any provision for an un- 


married man who returns fit, after four 
and .a half years abroad, and who has 


‘missed the emoluments of those years and _ 


all the chances of advancement in private —. 
life. We have not prepared to meet the 


‘termination of the war, and the return 


of tens of thousands of able-bodied men, 
who desire to make some step forward in 
life. There-is nothing harder than to 
have around one half-a-dozen. returned 
men, proper subjects for assistance, and 
to have to discriminate between them. 
All have struck their blow and played a 
noble part, and the discrimination is too 
wide between the fit married or single 
man, as against the injured and sick, who 
were the first to return. I ask for a re- 
view of the provision in this regard, in 


‘order that the Minister, as IE think he 


might well do, may enlarge the scope of — 
the scheme, so as to include a new class 
of beneficiaries. If that is not done we 
shall only create disappointment and dis- 
content. 


As to the Bill, its administration ‘will 
require most diligent-,care and good 
organization. to~ avoid a\boom in land 
values, and in the building trade, 
prevent the crafty jobber 
picking up valuable sites within ‘the 
metropolitan area. No doubt the 
building trade will organize itself thor- 
oughly; indeed, I believe that the most 


_ active industry in the Commonwealth for. 
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the next five or ten years will be that of 
' building. This will give employment to 
great numbers of men, but I certainly do 
not wish to see connected with this repa- 
triation scheme any boom in values 
on a “wrong basis. Anything that hon- 
orable members can do to help the Go- 
vernment in their difficult task it is their 
duty to do. I do not propose to discuss 
the provisions of the Bill further, but I 
must say that, on the whole, I think it a 
magnificent effort to provide homes in 
this country for the men who have fought 
to defend it. : 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—Before the debate proceeds 
further I should like to say, without any 
desire to interrupt honorable, members, 
that the discussion is taking a much 
. wider scope than is covered by the pro- 

visions of the Bill» I recognise that hon- 
orable members have suffered some dis- 
ability in not having had an opportunity 
to discuss the whole question of repatria- 
tion; but, while I do not wish to un- 
duly limit debate, or, in this case, to 
insist on its being confined to the Bill 
itself, still the latitude allowed cannot go 
to the extent of covering the whole ques- 
tion of repatriation. J merely ask hon- 
orable members generally to bear this in 
mind, and to refrain from exploring fields 
of debate too remotely removed from 
the scope and purpose of the Bill. My 
desire is to allow as much latitude as is 
reasonable under the circumstances. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [7.55].— 
I owe a grudge against the Senate, and 
now I have an opportunity to make that 
Chamber wait for ‘sixty-five solid minutes. 
ven if I keep strictly to the provisions 
of the Bill there is sufficient pabulum to 
enable any one who takes an interest in 
the subject to occupy the attention of 
the House for that length of time. 
Briefly, I indorse all the Poiarks of my 
leader (Mr. Tydor). This is a question 
in which party should play no part what- 
ever; and the Government are to be 
commended on the introduction of the 
Bill. If it does not realize our splendid 
expectations of it, I have full faith that 
this or any other Government will bring 
in an amending measure. I think my 
: sentiments on this subject are perhaps 
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best expressed in mate following | “ai ; 
from the Bulletin :— fant 


Mates! aa sl 

We did our bit. Mma = 
It’s up to you to carry on— las 2 

. To prove Australia worthy—not cea, eae 
But of our sacrifice ! Ste Pale 

So long! ‘a> 


These few lines express the noes that I ; 
have in this Bill. The soldier’s child is 
the best child Australia can have, and it ~ 

is our duty to give it a fair show. Every 
child that comes into the world has 
primal right, above State control, o 
even parents’ control, te live with ca 
chance of growing up a strong and 
healthy adult. When a father and — 
mother have paid their debt to their coun- | 
try—a debt only surpassed by the su- ~ 
preme sacrifice—and are rearing a large ~ 
family on limited means, I do think we 
lack real patriotism when we stop render- 
ing them assistance at the fifth child. 
That is an opinion I. have expressed _ 
several times, and on the present oc- a 
casion | isave the matter there. In a fs 
pamphlet entitled The Great War, by — 


‘T. G. Adamson, which has been kindly 


handed to me by the honorable member 
for Barrier (Mr, Considine), I eek the 
following words :— 

If even one girl reaches the streets without 
every effort being made to save her, we, the 
people, are unworthy of the sacrifices made. 


I indorse that sentiment thoroughly— pe Salk 


About 51,000 Australians have died already - 
that we might live. We must now count our 
children as a miser counts his gold. We not 
alone must best Germany at war, but we must — 


beat her commercially, or all is in vain. 

As to the Bill, T wish the Minister, when 
seeking for a man to manage. this great 
housing scheme, would remember Mr. 
W. T. Thomas, of the Workers’ Homes — 
Board, Western Australia. I had the ‘ 
pleasure of visiting the places that have 
been built by the Board at Narrogin; — 
and I only regret that I have not with — 
me the photographs I took of these — 
splendidly _managed and~ comfortable — 
homes. This scheme has been in opera- 
tion in Western Australia for some eight 
or ten years, and Mr. Thomas has shown a 
himself to be just the man for the posi- 
tion of manager, for he is courteous, — 
kindly, and patient with all those with — 3 
whom he is brought in contact. I think — 4 
I shall forget the grudge pie the 


ere , - . d . 7 mont 
> ar as , — 
ri we) | 


: ae 


. & 


. iantitiga Ks, ¥ 
: Seagate and bring my remarks to a con- 
clusion by once more complimenting the 
Government on their introduction of the 
Bill. I hope the result will prove bene- 
ficial and free our soldiers’ widows and 
dependants, and the soldiers themselves, 

_ from the fear of the-landlord’s knock. 


Mr. LISTER (Corio) [8.0],—At this 
late hour, after a very strenuous week’s 
work, I shall follow the excellent example 
set by the honorable member for Mel- 
bourne (Dr. Maloney), and be brief in 
my remarks on this-Bill. I compliment 
_the Government upon having introduced 
a measure which will do a great deal to 
make the man who has fought for his 
- country take a great interest in its af- 
fairs. The honorable member for Balla- 
rat (Mr. McGrath), in his opening re- 
marks, made a reference to broken pro- 

_ mises; which has frequently been made in 
_ this Chamber. Public men make many 
promises on the platform which are not 
fulfilled. My mind goes back to a couple 
_ of years ago, just after I returned from 
the Front. At that time I heard many 
_ of our public men say that the people of 
_ Australia could not do too much for the 
_ man who had fought for his country. I 
have never heard any one express an 
opinion to the contrary. No Govern- 
ment would be adversely criticised for 
doing too much for the man who has done 
‘0 Much for his country. I heartily ap- 
prove of this Bill, but I hope that con- 
siderably more sympathy will be shown 
in its administration than has been dis- 
played in the administration of other 

- measures which have passed this House. 
The War Pensions Act is one which I 
have in mind. I do not blame those 
who have to administer the War Pen- 
~ sions Act so much as I blame Parliament 
for having restricted the discretion of 
_ those who are called upon to administer 
its provisions, and I hope that the same 
mistake will not be made in regard to 
- this Bill. . 
_ The country is treating those men who 
wish to settle on the land very well, the 
_ fimancial assistance they are receiving 
_ being of a very liberal character. Under 
this Bill the amount of the advance will 
naturally be more limited. Nevertheless 
a it is proposed to make an advance up to 


S 00, if necessary, for the purpose of 
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building a soldier’s home, and the money 
will be lent under exceptionally easy 
terms. The Australian soldier, as I know ® 
him, does not look for charity, or expect 
to get something for nothing. He is quite 
prepared to undertake whatever responsi- 
bility may be thrown upon him by this_ 
Bill if he accepts the benefits given by 
it. ; 

I hope that those who are responsible 
for the administration of this scheme 
will make certain that no home will be 
built on a block of land less than a 
quarter of an acre in size. In this way 
the conditions which obtain in many of 
the congested areas in metropolitan dis- 
tricts will be obviated. My suggestion, 
if carried out, would have a_ beneficial 
effect in many ways. It would enable a 
soldier to devote his spare hours to beau- 
tifying the property that was eventually 
to become his own. Every returned sol- 
dier who secures a home for himself will 
naturally take a greater interest in the 
affairs of the country by reason of the 
fact that he has some stake in it. 


The style of building to be erected, 
and the class of material to be used, are 
matters which do not concern us very 
much, but there are many industries 
which may be affected. In the Corio dis- 
trict, one of the finest sawmills in Aus- 
tralia had to be dismantled because it 
could not be made to pay, owing to the 
fact that the company which erected it 
were obliged to treat timber brought all 
the way from Siberia. There is an 
abundance of timber in Australia which 
can be milled, and those who have had 
the experience of sawmilling which I have 
had, know that it is an industry which is 
capable of giving employment to a great 
many returned soldiers. There is a pos- 
sibility that small centres will grow up 
around our sawmills, in which returned 
soldiers employed will be able, with the 
assistance granted under the provisions of 
this Bill, to provide themselves with 
homes built of material which they have 
perhaps worked up for themselves. 

I hope that special care will be taken 
in the selection of those who are to ad- 
minister the Act. On one occasion a re- 
turned soldier, with a little capital, ex- 
pressed a desire to embark upon a certain 
industry, and submitted to the Local 
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Committee an application for assistance. 
His application was strongly recom- 
“mended. by the Local Committee, but, as 
a clerk at the counter in the Repatriation 
Department took it upon himself to pass 
judgment upon the application, it did not 
go any further. Subsequently the soldier 
was approached by the chairman of the 
Local Committee, and asked how he had 
fared with his application. He pointed 
out that nothing had been done in the 
matter, because he had -been advised by 
the officer at the counter not to proceed 
with it any further, as the Government 
would not consider such a proposition. 
The chairman of the Committee, who 
is a Melbourne solicitor, although he lives 


in the country, immediately communi- 


cated with me, and I got into touch with 
Senator Millen. The result was that the 
Minister expressed his willingness to give 
the soldier an opportunity to put his case 
before him, and the officer at the counter, 
I understand, was suitably dealt with, 
For a.man who would act as he did, and 
take upon himself the responsibility. that 
he assumed, dismissal was not. more than 
- he deserved. 


The Local Committee at Geelong com- 
prises some of the best business men in 
the city. Some of its members are gene- 
-rously giving up the whole of their time 
gratis to this particular work. Yet they 
-are handicapped in- very many ways. 
They are not even allowed to pay a sol- 
dier’s fare to Melbourne without having 
to go to the trouble of filling in nume- 
rous forms, and complying with other De- 
partmental requirements. The delays 
caused by this red-tapism are not condu- 
elve to a very good feeling among the 
men who apply for assistance, and I hope 
that a great deal of it will be avoided in 
the administration of this measure, so 
that the returned men may approach the 
responsible officers, and have their busi- 
ness expedited in a way which, appar- 
ently, is foreign to mariy Government De- 
partments at the present time. 


Mr. Ropvcrrs.—If the Minister wants 
to get the benefit of the assistance of 
Loeal Committees for his new demobiliza- 
tion scheme, he should make an immedi- 
ate announcement as to his attitude to- 
wards them. Otherwise the members of 

Mr. Lister. 
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branch of repatriation, and one wh 
“sible, . 


‘civil life. 


a << 


the Comtiitties will not- conreavaniame 
on them. | . pe 


Mr. LISTER.—I know ‘that’ ¢ 


RF of nein the Minister, 
anxious and willing to do anything 
possibly can, within reason, for > th | 
turned solgiee i> Phase men are becoming 
dissatisfied because they have absolutely 
no power. If the Government desire 
that hearty co-operation which is ne 
sary they ought to widen the powers 
the Local Committees. Repatriation 
the most pressing problem with which the 
country is confronted, and if it is found — 

necessary, as I think it will be, to amend — 0 
the Act, generous though it is, I hope 
we shall be given an Sree of: ie a 


enormous ete of work ne Hes = 


A as ot 
ahead. an Be 


Sir ROBERT BEST (ioe ‘TB. a7. 
—I join with the honorable. member for = 
Corio in the hope that. the Government — ay 
will very early after Parliament re- ee 
assembles give the House an opnortupaaes . 
to deal in a full and comprehensive man- 
ner with this all-important question. — 
the closing moments of the session it 
quite impossible to deal with the subject = 
as completely as we should like to do, 
and, therefore, our remarks must be re- 
stricted to a few features of the Bill b 
fore us. I offer my sincere. congratula- 
tion to the Government on the introdt 
tion of this measure. The building 
homes. for soldiers is a very impor 


hope will ke developed in every ae 
This scheme can be of a 
vantage in re-establishing the mie 
For. the most part. this E 
is founded on the South Australian A 
which has been singularly succes a 
far as it has gone, and gives us some indi-— 
cation of the probable usefulness of 
machinery we are setting up. One 
ture I wish to emphasize is the viti 
portance of the Government doing 
ing to discourage local effort. 
nothing but the highest | approval 
splendid work whicl has sie 


— bui ling ae ‘soldiers’ homes in New South 
_ Wales. Dr. Arthur and those associated 
- Sep ain: formed what is called the 
~ Vole aa Workers Association. and 
thei splendid efforts have resulted 
_ already in the building of between 
. 200 Rand 300 homes. The Govern- 
“ment assigned to the association 


about 40 acres of land on which they 

erected 170 additional homes, and they 
are ¢ ‘encouraged to hope that later on 
they y will get a further 150 acres on which 
they will build about 500 homes. All 
it is t the result of voluntary effort, and 
gest that when we reach clause 49 
the Fer ister should accept an amend- 

ment to provide for subsidizing local 
hemes for the building of homes. 


__ Nothing that has been said regarding 
Local Committees over-emphasizes the 
4 necessity for an important alteration in 
the attitude of the Central Office towards 
_ those bodies. 
_ the vast store of energy that can be mobil- 
Bierad and utilized by proper organization. 
_ Their patriotic work during the war has 
_ taught us what these committees are cap- 
Gio of doing, and now that they are ac- 
_tustomed to local endeavour of the kind 
and are keenly interested in the soldier, 
s we must be careful that nothing is done 
to damp their enthusiasm, About 500 
- Lecal Committees have been. formed in 
a various places, but for various reasons 
are in revolt. Their main com- 
- plaint is that their powers are unduly 
limited, that they are allowed no dis- 
erection, and they are obliged to regard 
e _ themselves as the merest cyphers in the 
? scheme. They do not feel encouraged 
_ ses put forward their best efforts, “and 
ereby much of the good they are cap- 
ble of doing is lost. It will be the 
duty ag the Minister to take into con- 
re ‘tion the best means of more effec- 
y utilizing the Local Committees in 
- repatriation work. If the energy and 


~ 


_ enthusiasm that are present in the Local . 


mittees were properly organized they 


os be capable of rendering valuable . 
For instance, . 


in many directions. 
| would be only .too glad to -watch 
over the best interests of the children 
of fallen soldiers, and none would 
be more qualified to do so. Whilst 
r "ac mit that there are constitu- 
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tional difficulties in the way of the 
Commonwealth assuming direct control 
over any of these children, yet the con- 
trol of the purse is a powerful factor, 
and I am sure that if the Local Com- _ 
mittees are organized by the Department 
as they should be, they will give substan- 
tial assistance in caring for the children 
and other dependants of soldiers. The 
(Mr. 
Rodgers) and the honorable member for 
Corio (Mr. 
tioned the extraordinary fact that sol- - 
diers must go to various centres to give ~ 
evidence of their qualifications. None 
are better able than the Local Com- © 
mittees to determine the qualifications of 
these men. That duty should be assigned — 
to them, and I believe it would be readily _ 
undertaken. 


I hope that the Minister will utilize ie 
Crédit Foncier 
branch of the State Savings Bank. The 
bank has efficient machinery already 
available for rendering assistance in the 
erection of homes, and is able to carry 
out this class of work most successfully, 
and at a minimum cost_in administration. 
Nothing is more appalling than the pros- 
pect of the growth of a large staff in con- 
nexion with the administration of_ this 
Bill. We should take full advantage of 
the machinery already available, and of 


the experience and skill of the bank’s 


officers. 


I acknowledge the splendid devotion of 
the Minister (Senator Millen) to ~the 
colossal task of repatriation. He is ani- 
mated by an ambition to achieve the very 
best results, and if some of us differ from 
him in regard to his methods he must 
realize that it is with a desire, not to dis- 
count his efforts, but to aid him in his 
task. Most valuable work has been 
already accomplished, as has been stated — 


“ 


Lister) have already men- 


_ 


by the honorable member for Wannon. 


But the Minister does not fully realize 
that the most effective method of 
carrying out the repatriation scheme 
is by a system of decentralization 
rather than of centralization. Nothing 
could be more deplorable than the 
strained relations which have developed — 
between the State Boards and Local Com- 
mittees and the Minister. We- had in 
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Victoria a singularly able and experi- 
enced State Board, and a most capable 
Deputy Controller. But, because of the 
methods of the central office and its at- 
tempts to govern by regulation, because 
of the harassing limitations that have been 
imposed, and the denial of any discretion 
or opportunity for the State Board to 
give the fullest help of which they are 
capable, the Minister has been deprived 
of the services of able and experienced 
men, who are anxious to contribute to 
the success of the repatriation scheme. 
The State Boards and Local Committees 
have a great advantage in the fact that 
they are brought into immediate touch 
with the individual soldier, and, as the 
whole success of the scheme depends 
largely upon a sympathetic individual 
anxiety to help the soldier, it is essential 
that we should have that decentralization 
which I have indicated. 


I am glad that the Bill provides for 
the appointment of a Commissioner who 
shall be a high-class officer. That is cal- 
culated to produce skilled and responsible 
management, together with a continuous 
and sustained policy. Those elements are 
essential, and I hope that that system will 
be extended in other directions. I have 
no desire that the management of re- 
patriation shall be completely divorced 
from Parliament, but I do desire that the 
administration shall be’ placed in) the 
hands of high-class and experienced 
men, whose duty will be to give the whole 
of their time and thought to the big busi- 
ness they are called upon to control. 
When we consider the vast area they will 
have to cover and the duties they will 
have to perform unless they can give the 
Whole of their thought and attention to 
the business and are specially expert, they 
will be unable to dio justice to their 
task. 


The land settlement of soldiers has 
been referred to, and I am sorry that 
I have time only to make a passing re- 
ference to it. The State system of land 
settlement adopted. up to the present has 
been anything but a success, and on its 
present lines the result could not be 
otherwise. The object of the land settle- 
ment of soldiers must be to prevent the 
drift from the country into the cities, 
Sir Robert Best. 


~ x : iain eb ig? t 
‘and especially to encourage production. 


[ am opposed to the view that the best © — 
results are to be obtained by the resump- ~ 
tion of high class land. Fortunately, mm. _ 
Australia we have vast areas of land 
which may be utilized for the establish- 
ment of an extensive system of land settle- 
ment for soldiers. A man possessing the 
greatest experience and_ skill in this 
matter gives me the assurance that the 
key to the position will be the develop- 
ment of settlement in the direction of 
sheep-grazing and wool-growing. We — 
have large pastoral areas that might be 
made immediately available for this pur- — 
pose. I believe that we have something 
like 2,000,000 square miles of suitable 
country, with a rainfall of upwards of 
10 inches per annum. It is essential that 
a broad and comprehensive scheme shall 

be undertaken, and it must be coupled 
with a system of developmental railways 
and works for water supply and storage — 
for domestic purposes. We cannot too © 
rapidly push on with the Murray Waters. 
scheme. An agreement to carry out that 
scheme was entered into three years ago, — 
but it has not been gone on with as — 
rapidly as it might have been. The com- ~ 
pletion of that scheme will make avail- 
able vast areas of land on which it will 

be possible to settle thousands of soldiers, 
and I therefore press upon the Govern- — 
ment the urgency of carrying out that 
scheme as rapidly as possible. | 


Although I introduced the system of — 
closer settlement in Victoria, and may be — 
regarded as the father of the system here, _ 
and whilst I am in full sympathy with — 
it, I am satisfied that it will not solve . 
the repatriation problem. In New South *. 
Wales and Victoria during the fourteen 
years since 1904, only some 7,000 settlers 
have been placed upon the land, at the 
vast expense of £10,000,000. Only to-day 
we received a report on the subject of 
land settlement of soldiers, in which the 
statement is made— {ae 

This phase of repatriation work is carried — 
out by-~all the States, except Queensland, 
under agreement with the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment. The returns received show that | 
5,858 applications have been received, and that _ 


3,508 have been approved, of which number ~ 
1,754 were allotted blocks. oe om 


_ What an extraordinary tale that is! Dur- 
ing the last two or three years all that 
we have been able to do for the returned 
_ soldier by this process has been the settle- 
‘ment of 1,754 men upon the land, 
» although 3,508 of the applicants for land 
were qualified men. J think that some 
iS explanation of that failure is necessary. 
_ In Vietoria there has recently been re- 
sumed 70,196 acres, at a cost of some- 
thing like £1,000,000, representing about 
£13 per acre. Nine hundred and seventy- 
three applicants for blocks were well 
qualified, and yet only 604 of these have 

_ been duly placed upon the land. I hope 
iit the Government will give attention 
to the points I have emphasized, and that 
Bia fuller opportunity will later on be 
afforded honorable members to more 
completely consider this all-important 


\ 


a problem. 

_ Mr, LECKIE (Indi) [8.35].—I look 
e upon this Bill as the most important 
s measure which has been before the House 
_ this session. It offers some opportuni- 
2 ties for the fulfilment of the promises 


- which we have made to our soldiers 


that we would do our best for them 
on their return from the Front. It is 


_ unfortunate that we should be asked to 
- put it through as practically the last mea- 
sure to be considered this session. I am 
warned that if it is delayed it is possible 
_ that the benefits it proposes may not be 
_ extended to our returned soldiers for some 
considerable time. I should like to sug- 
gest that if this has been a financial ses- 
sion, next session must be devoted to deal- 
ing very fully with repatriation. We 
have had_victory, and the war is won, and 
? the redemption of our promises to our 
oe Hehtine men is now the paramount duty 
_ of Parliament and country. 
_ The total expenditure involved under 
_ this Bill may run into £70,000,000; yet 
we are asked to put it through with a 
couple of hours’ discussion. In the cir- 
- cumstances, I shall place upon the 
shoulders of the Ministry the responsi- 
bility for this measure. But I want to 
sound one grave note of warning. The 
honorable member for Kooyong expressed 
his regret at the small number of soldiers 


0 have been settled on the land. Iam. 
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inclined to think, on the contrary, that it 
is not a bad sign, because, after long ex- 
perience in the country—having during the 
greater part of my life carried on farm-_ 
ing pursuits, and not in a big way—l 
want to say that under the conditions of 
land settlement at present, at any rate in 
Victoria, where land has to be acquired 
at the market value, only a very small 
percentage of our returned soldiers, even 
though they may be trained to country — 
pursuits, are likely to miake a. success of 
it. We might look for success in places 
like Mildura and other irrigated areas, 
where land can be secured at a compara- 
tively low price, but if our returned 
soldiers are to be settled on land which 
we have to go into the open market to 
buy, a very small percentage will be able 
to make a success of it. Unless the Go- 
vernment keep a sharp eye on the busi- 
ness, and see that none but the best land 
is made available for the settlement of 
soldiers, that settlement may result disas- 
trously. Whilst I am afraid that the 
suecess of land settlement by soldiers, so 
far as Victoria and the more closely- 
settled States are concerned, is fore- 
doomed to partial failure, the spectacle of 
men being held up for months waiting 
for blocks is not very gratifying to those 
who believe that the returned soldiers 
should get everything that we can give 
them. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. 

In Committee: 

Clause 1 (Short title). 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [8.39].— 
I ask the Minister in charge of the mea- 
sure whether it is the intention of the Go- 
vernment to make the cost of running the 
scheme a charge upon the properties, and. 
repayable with interest. That is the sys- 
tem which the Victorian Government are 
adopting. 

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter).—Order! The honorable mem~ 
ber’s remarks are not relevant to the 
clause. 

Mr. Groom.—The honorable member 
can refer to that matter later on. 

Clause agreed to. 


‘Clauses 2 and 3 agreed to. 


War Service 


Clause 4— 


In this Act, unless the contrary imtention - 
appears, “Female dependant ’’ means 
the widow of an Australian, soldier, or, in the 
case of a déceased Australian soldier who was 
not married, his mother, provided that— 

(a) she is a widow,.and was, prior to the 
enlistment of the soldier, dependent- 
upon him; or 

(b) her husband is so incapacitated as to 
be unable to contribute materially to 
her support. 


Mr. LECKIE (Indi) [8. 41] .—Refer- 
ring to the definition” of “female de- 
pendant,” unless matters are carefully 
watched, it may be found to be dangerous. 


Most of the widows of soldiers will be 
young women, and it may be hoped that _ 


the greater number of them will marry 
again. A young widow has a home built 
for her under this Bill, and she immedi- 
ately gets married, and some one who did 
not go to the war at all will derive the 
benefit of this measure. JI wish to direct 
attention to the importance of this matter. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.43].—There is 
another phase of the question raised by 
the honorable member for Indi.* The 
widowed mother of a soldier may not have 
been a widow when he left for the 
Front, but while he has been away her 
husband may have died, and she may have 
been “dependent for some time upon the 

_ soldier. What will be the position of the 
_- widowed mother of a soMier in such cir- 
cumstances? 

Mr. Roperrs.—The ronGranta member. 
is assuming that the boy dies. 

Mr. TUDOR—Yes. Would the mother ~ 
‘in such a case be a “ female dependant ” 
within the meaning of this clause? 

Mr. Groom.—No. Under the clause, 
as it reads, she would not be. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Is that fair? 

Mr. Groom.—The object of the Bill is 
‘to deal only with soldiers and their de- 


_ pendants. I shall, however, refer the 
honorable member's suggestion to the 
Minister. : 


Clause agreed to. 


_ Clauses 5 to 11 agreed to. - 
- Clause 12 (Office of Comma eer | 
cued 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8. 48} Under a> 
previous clause we have provided that 


there power to duapent an “Acts 


3 iile man is areoned to this posi ti 


the Cotpmisstones may be gen a iss 
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missioner ? ee 
Mr. Groom. ee Andes clanse 1 ( 
Clause agreed tos = 
gs ie = 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Ae yns— 
ter for Works and Railways) [8.4 
For technical reasons | move—_ 


That all the words, after the — word 
ceive” be left, out, with a view 5 ins 
lien thereof the words “ such walle 
Governor- General determines.” 


—e 


The intention ha only to pay. a 


technical reasons, we _ propose — at 4 
amount shall be fixed by the @ er 
General in Council. t. 
Mr. Roperrs.—That is not a fax 
muneration. This man will be the 1 mana- — 
ger of the biggest building society ind 
tralia. See 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8. 50]. de 
no objection to the amendment, pro de > 
that the Minister gives us a definit 
surance that the salary to be fixer 
the Governor-General in Council wil n 
exceed £1,500 per annum. ae 
Mr. Groom, —It will not. This an 
ment is not moved to enable an in re 
‘salary to be paid. me me . 
Mr. TUDOR:—TI realize Hae 
honorable member for Wanna 
Rodgers) has suggested, the sute 
failure of this scheme will depend upo: 
the class of man we pee! to” this. Osh 
tion. . 


adler: 


Mr. 


TUDOR. — And ee an 


may have trouble in connexion ° 
scheme. I received to-day a co t 
report of the Commission appoi ted by 
the South Australian Governmer 
vestigate land purchases — made 
State in connexion Palos the — 


Jeman pet it, Tid purchased tere 
or farmer s was in some cases “too wet 
ming and too dry. for fishing.” It 
‘or the Government to see*that 


a: oe 


fa 
* 
+ 5 B" 
¥ be 
~ > 
7: 
> 


ap point the most capable man avail 


< my a -Ropeers.—Then do not confine 
sai te the een of a salary not ex- 
we = GR00m as promise that the salary 


“TU DOR.—No larger. salary will 
I | until the proposal. has been 
nt before the House, and an oppor- 
y - afforded for its discussion ? . The 
Minister promises that. 
_. Mr. Groom.—That: is so. 
foeM r, TUDOR.—L.am satisfied with that 
assurance, 
3 Boe Amendment gered to. 
~ _ Olause, as amended, agreed to. 
pe; Clause. 14 agreed to. 
| ee oo 15 (Staff of Commissioner). 
_ Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) .[8.54].— 
ed the other evening whether it was 
ay to abolish the Public Service 
mmissioner, since ‘this Bill provided 
the appointment of employees “under 
ae should be taken-out of his 
n I was led to believe by the Act- 
Nea ae Minister that there was no 
uch intention on the part of the Go- 
vern ment, but sub-clause a of this clause 
ides that— 
Fa, cers” employed under this Act shall not 
be subject to the Commonwealth Public Ser- 


1 # ask 


ms ie 


e Act 1902-1917, and shall hold office Sie 
leasure only, 

e these officers to be subject to pass a 
ifying examination, or will Minis- 
and members of Parliament generally 
ble to go to the Commissioner and ask 
this man or that be put on? 


_ Boyn. —If the Commissioner has 


arything to do with the matter, he will 
Os ce eed, that only capable men are en- 


fr. HIGGS. —We want to noe whe- 
her there is to be any examination, or 
ether we are to have political appoint- 
ments like that of Mr. D. J. Gilbert, ex- 
itor of the Labour World, who, through 
he good offices of Mr. J. GO. Watson, and 
he friendship of the Prime Minister, 


wealth Bank. 


Homes Bill. 


— 


“ 


‘Was been appointed to a position’ which 
ke is not actually fitted to fill. 
he is a failure in that position, - 
Mr. Groom.—The honorable merit 
statement is incorrect. 
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I believe i 


‘LAS 


The Prime Min- — 


ister (Mr. Hughes) had nothing to do- 


with the appointment. = 


Mr. HIGGS.—What qualifications sine 


Mr. Gilbert for the position to which he _ 
has been appointed? Why should we cut 


out the Public Service Commissioner 1 in a 


pnd see 
. Roverrs.—Consider the class ote 
men we shall want. We shall require — 
the services of architects, 
others. 
Mr. 
in the Commonwealth Service ? 
Mr. 
this case will stand in the same position 
as the Governor of the Commonwealth 


&, - 


Bank, but will have less than one-half — 
his salary. ; 


Mr. HIGGS.—He will not be as good 
a man as the Governor of the Common- 
I personally favour large 
salaries, and hope.that employers here will 


«a 


builders, and — 
HIGGS.—Have we not architects s 


Sampson.—The Commissioner in — 


adopt the American system of paying a 


good man a good salary. I have heard 
of a salary of £50,000 a year being paid 
in America. . 

Mr. Boyp—The honorable member 
would be surprised to hear what salaries 
are being paid some captains of industry 
in Australia. 

_ Mz, 
up to £3,500 per annum, I understand; 
but the star salaries paid here are small 
compared with those obtaining im 
America. There must be a reason for ex- 
cluding these employees from the opera- 
tions of the Public Service Act. The 


clause does not provide for any test or — 
examination. Mi Kon rh 
honor- 


Mr. Srnenatr.—Does not the 
able member realize that many of these 
employees will be temporary servants? — 

Mr. HIGGS.—No. 


men’s Dwelling Act has been in operation 
for the last nine years. 

in force for many years. 
of £50,000,000 is. contemplated, and that 
will carry us over a very long period. 


HIGGS.—Some of them receive 


In Queensland, as 
the honorable member is aware, a Work- — 
This Bill will be © 

An expenditure — 
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We should provide for something in the 
nature of an examination, but I do not 


think we ought to be so rigid as we are | 


under the Public Service Act with regard 
to the age of candidates for employment. 
The Commonwealth Public Service seems 
to be a kind of close preserve for boys of 
sixteen, who may enter as messengers 


and work up to higher positions. Good 


luck to them, I say; but if a man of 
thirty or forty years of age can pass the 
necessary examination, then, as the Leader 
of the Opposition has suggested, he 
should be allowed to enter the Service. 

“No doubt the Bill is being rushed 
through, and, though we have every 
ground for complaint, we dare not offer 
any obstruction or criticism that might 
delay its passage. The Ministry, how- 
ever, must see the danger there is in hav- 
ing an inefficient staff. . 


Mr. BAMFORD (Herbert) [9.0].—I 
should be sorry if the selection of the 
Commissioner were left to the Public 
Service Commissioner. In my opinion, 
the person who makes the selection ought 
himself to‘have some technical knowledge; 
and I would much rather see it left to 
the intelligence of the Cabinet. . I think 
the salary to be paid the Commissioner is 
absurdly small. If we require the ser- 
vices of a good man, we must pay an 
‘adequate salary; and certainly a man 
with all the necessary qualifications for 
this office could do far better for himself 
outside the Government Service. Am I to 
understand that, all things being equal, 
returned soldiers are to have preference 
in the selection of the members of the 
staff ? 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways) [9.1].—The 
Bill does not provide for preference in 
that way. The matter is left to the Com- 
missioner, but presumably he will follow 
the law that operates throughout the 
Commonwealth Service, 
provides for 
soldiers. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.3].—I agree 
with the honorable member for Capri- 
cornia (Mr. Higgs), when he says that 
there is no security of tenure. As to 


preference to returned 


what the honorable member for Herbert: 


(Mr. Bamford) has said, I take it that. 


and definitely . 


" 
By this G pe 


mae F , ers | 
clause, the Confmissioner is allowed to 


in Australia when there were no Public — 
Service Acts, and persons were ey oe: 
to the Public Service simply because they 
were friends of Ministers. Honorable 
members who have had any experience of 
public Departments will admit that the 
men who have won their way into the 
Service, and into the higher positions, are ~ 
much superior to some of the older officers ~— 
who were appointed by political influence. 
I am afraid that by means of this clause 
we are leaving a loop-hole for political 
influence to creep in. : oe 

Mr. Groom.—There is the same method ~ 
of appointment under our Railways Act. 

Mr. TUDOR.—That is quite true, but __ 
I am not sure that it is a wise method. I | 
believe in control by Parliament—I do ~ 
not think a Department should be en- — 
tirely divorced from Parliament—though 
I do not believe in members of Parlia- 
ment having opportunities to secure ap 
pointments for their friends. — : 

Mr. Groom.—This clause does not make 
that possible. | 3 

Mr. TUDOR.—It could make it pos- 
sible. ee 
Mr. Groom.—Iit is. the Commissioner 
who makes the appointments. Mong at 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not think I am 
breaking any confidence when I say that — 
one day I had a conversawon on this sub- 
ject with the late Public Service Com- — 
missioner, Mr. McLachlan, who was an ei 
absolutely just and fair man, and as fine 
an officer as we ever had in the Service. 
We were speaking about the probable 
effects of the abolishing of the Public 
Service Commissioner in favour of poli- 
tical control, and I told him that, so far 
as I was concerned, I would not stop in 
office five minutes under such circum- » ee 
stances; indeed, I do not think I would ~ 
stop in Parliament five minutes. We  — 
all know that in America the whole body — 
of postal officials has been changed with 
the party in power; and I only hope we 
shall never see such conditions here. I 


/ 


* 


md may mean the thin end of the el for 
: 1e introduction of political and qeee 5 


Mr. fr BRENNAN (Batman) [9.5|.—l 
ire to put on record my protest against 
ts part of the clause which gives the 
poms Sommussioner sole control and discretion 
es in the appointment of his officers. It has 
to me somewhat of a sinister significance, 
taken with some -observations I heard 
a 9 quite. recently from the Postmaster- 
Gener 1 in regard to the altered policy in 
7 appointing officers in his Department. 
= — ‘This: new Department ig likely to have 
> more than a brief life, and involve the 
os appointment of a large staff, and it is a 
matter of great anxiety to find that the 
Minister proposes to abolish the system 
~_ which gives the public some guarantee that 
every officer appointed is proficient accord- 
ing to some accepted standard, and that he 
is appointed, altogether apart from’ any 
_ political or personal influence, entirely on 
his merits. I cannot understand why we 
are departing from that principle here. 
Rea does not tend to make the life of a 
member of Parliament any pleasanter 
when these appointments become largely 
ot ‘matter of patronage, and it does not 
sae ‘tend to make the public confidence any 
sd greater when the influences and the rea- 
-- sons which move a Commissioner in 
o making appointments are undisclosed. It 
= seems curious that we should expressly 
ore exclude in this Bill the operation of the 
Public Service. Act. We have already, 
ea eee y. only too large a temporar 
_ staff of employees: in. the Public Sorvidet 
and. in the Defence Department, who are 
appointed without examination, 
~ ee appointments we know are largely 
7 a matter of patronage. Yet we are ex- 
tending that system by means of this Bill; 
_ and I desire to place on record my pro- 
Geer st, because T think it is subversive of the 
Ie eat interests of any Department that its 
_ officers should be appointed by- any one 
EY: ‘man without any guarantee of their special 
a qualifications, or that the appointments 
are made without any fear or favour to 
Bey individual or class of individuals in 
z—-the community. 
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Clause 17 (Power to erect houses or to 
enter into contracts for erection). 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [9.8]—At 
this hour I will not delay the Committee 
long; but I would like the Minister to 
‘bring under the notice of the Commis- 
sioner the necessity, in connexion with the 
proposal to erect dwellings under this 
Bill, of offering a prize, or’a number of 
prizes, for modern dwellings. In Queens- 
land there has been a Workmen’s Dwelling ~ 
Act in operation for nine years, and it 
has proved of great advantage. In many 
towns, where formerly one saw a collec- 
tion of huts, there can now be seen new 
homes erected under that Act that are a 
credit to the place, and have vastly im- 
proved the appearance of many villages 
and towns. They have verandahs, are 
properly ventilated, and, with some pre- 
tensions to ornate appearance, prove of 
great advantage to their occupiers. 

Mr. Larry Smrru.—I understand that 
the competitive design was not a succes¢ 
at Daceyville, in New South Wales. _ 

Mr. HIGGS.—That may be; but I sug- 
gest that the Government might follow 
the example of Queensland, where there 
are about forty designs, from which a 
person who desires to build a home may 


select. The principle has been adopted in 
places like Brisbane, and extended to 
Rockhampton. 


~ Mr. Groom.—tThe plans are adapted to 
climate and conditions. 

Mr. HIGGS.—Of course, there would 
be one plan for the cold parts of Victoria, 
and another for semi-tropical districts. 
‘The plans ought to be printed, and copies . 


sent to almost every township where a 


soldier is likely to settle. A man who 
: settles AS gets 1,000 miles from  Bris- 
Ebane, or Sydney, or Perth, ought to have 
.the same opportunities, as far as the Go- 
‘vernment can give them, as the man in 
the city. Only in that way can we suc- 
ceed in making country life attractive. I 
am sure the Minister appreciates the value . 
of the Workers Homes Act in Queensland, 
rand the advantage of having numerous 
plans. There is no doubt that the archi- 
tects of Australia can provide a variety 
of beautiful plans for cottages. 

Clause, agreed to. 

Clause 18 agreed to. 

Clause 19 (Sale of oweans homes 


RAE. Boar 
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Amendment (by Mr. Groom) pro- 
posed— 

That the following new sub-clauses be in 
serted :— 

(8) The cost and expense of any 
transfer or mortgage executed in pur- 
suance of this section’shall be borne by 
the purchaser. 

‘* (9) In this section ‘ Capital cost’ in- 
cludes the price paid for the land and 
dwelling house, and such sum as the Com- 
missioner determines as sufficient to cover 
the cost of acquisition and _ subdivision, 
together with interest on expenditure for 
purchase of the land and purchase or ereec- 
tion of the dwelling house up to the time 
of the sale of the dwelling house ’’. 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [9.14].— 
What rate of interest is fixed, and have 
the Government in mind a Gved rate for 
the repayment of capital ? 

Mr. Groom.—Yes. 

Mr. RODGERS.—Is it intended that 
there shall be compulsory residence ? 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways) [9.15].—The 
intention ig that the person who buys a 
house shall buy it as a home for himself; 
but, of course, he may leave his family 
iare. while ne moves about, it may be, 
to obtain employment. 

Mr. Ropgers.—Is there compulsory 
residence as-in land settlement in the 
States? — 

Mr. GROOM.—We could not compel 
a man to live in his house; but he buys 
it as his home. There is not a. condition 
of residence such as that for the purpose 
of land settlement. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 


: oo 20 (Advances to acquire land, 
e 

Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [9.16].—The 
clause allows the Commissioner to make an 
advance to any eligible person for the 
purpose of enabling him “ to complete a 
partially -erected dwelling-house owned by 
Henn many cases, those who will be 
eligible live in’ poor, ‘dilapidated places, 
which might well be painted, done up, and 
repaired. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways) [9.17].— 
If any structural alteration were made, 
the Commissioner could make an Avance 
under paragraph e, which provides for 


the enlarging of a dwelling-house, et n, 
“repair ” is too indefinite a word to insert. 
The object of the Act is to provide homes, _ = 
or, where the existing homes are too ot 
small, to enlarge them. om 

Mr. Hrees.—It would be better to ake Pare 
persons out of a poor, dilapidated bos or ie 
and give them a new one. Large 

Clause agreed to. | ee 

Clauses 21 to 23 agreed to. ee 

Clause 24 Repos of grant of ade 
vance). AAS 
Mr. SINCLAIR (Moreton) [9. 18]. He 
The person for whom the house is being _ 
erected should have some say in its ar- 
rangement. Stereotyped plans should not 
_ be forced on those who apply to the Som: 
“missioner for assistance. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Towne nee oe 
ister for Works aud Railways) [9.19]— — ie 
The clause presupposes that the plans and 
specifications of the proposed dwelling- | 
house have been submitted to the Com- — 
missioner. ‘The honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) has suggested 
that persons may be glad of suggestions — 
or plans. | 

-Mr. Hiaes.—There may be no.architect — 
in t'e district in which the house is to be © 
butt. 


Mr. GROOM.—Exaetly. 


Clause agreed to. 
Clause 25 agreed to. as 
Clause 26 — A ey 


No advance shall be made on any > prope 
which is encumbered by any previous mortgage = Bok 
charge, other than a mortgage or charge 
ae this Act, but a second mortgage may. Be q 
taken as collateral security. Oe 


Amendment (by Mr. Groom) agreed 


to— ae pe 


That the Bent “but a second ioe may mee oh 
be taken as collateral security” be left out, | 
with a view to insert in lieu thereof the ies 2 j ee ; 

“unless the advance is applied for the purpose. 


< ha 


ae 


of discharging the previous mortgage or charge.” 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. ee 
Clause 27 agreed to. vee - 
Clause 28 (Direction of Commissioner _ & 

as to making of advances, &.).  ~ 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [9.22]—It _ 
seems to me that the clause places too a 
great a power in-the hands of one man. 
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_ The Commissioner “may, at his discre- 

~ tion, refuse to enter into a contract,” or 
“to make an advance,” and the applicant, 
though eligible, will have no right of ap- 
peal, eyen to the Minister. 


: Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
_ ister for Works and Railways) [9.23]—- 
- The Commissioner, in administering the 
_ Act, will have to delegate his functions to 

subordinates, and if an applicant is dis- 
satisfied with the decisions of any of these, 
_ he may appeal to the Commissioner. 
Clause agreed to. . 
5 Do a 29 and 30 agreed to. 
_ Clause 31— So 
__ (1) Every purchaser and every borrower 
shall, until the whole amount of purchase 
_ money or adyance due by him has been paid or 
_ repaid, keep in good and tenantable repair, to 
_ the satisfaction of the Commissioner, all build- 
_ ings, fences, fixtures, and improvements upon 
_ the land comprised in the contract of sale, 
_ mortgage, or other security. 
+ (2) If, after the expiration of two months’ 
- notice in writing by the Commissioner, any pur- 
chaser or borrower has not complied with the 
- Yrequirements of this section— 
* (a) the Commissioner may enter upon the 
a "x property and effect all repairs . . . 
(6) the Commissioner may enter upon and 
_ take possession . . . 


z Amendment (by Mr. Groom) agreed 
Be 
¥ at the words “the expiration of two 


cf 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
_ Clause 32— 
(1) As between the Commissioner and the 
_ purchaser or borrower with respect to’the land 
_ or land and dwelling-house forming the subject 
- of a contract of sale, mortgage, or other 
security, the following condition shall be im- 
_ posed, so long as any money due to the Commis- 
» sioner under the contract of sale, mortgage, or 
other security remains unpaid, namely— 
_ the land or land and dwelling-house, as the 
_-—s ase “may be, shall not be let or sublet 
pene y the purchaser or borrower without 
the consent, in writing, of the Commis- 
- sioner; and 
By) ¥e ry lease, sub-lease, or agreement entered 
into or made in contravention of the 
provisions of this section shall be void 
: and of no effect. 
(2) Ii the purchaser or borrower lets or 
_ sublets the land, or land and dwelling-house, or 
amy part thereof, in contravention of the pro- 
visions of this section, the Commissioner may 
cause to be sold the estate and interest of the 
purchaser or borrower in the land or land and 
welling-house. 
16¢2 . 
me: { 


¥ 
a 


: 
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Amendments (by Mr. Groom) agreed 
to— . 


That the words “or sublet” be omitted, with 
a view to insert in lieu thereof the words “ sub- 
let or mortgage.” 

That the words ‘‘ may cause to be sold the 
estate and interest of the purchaser or borrower 
in the land or land and dwelling-house” be 
omitted, with a view to insert in lieu thereof 
the words * may— . 

(a) in the case of a purchaser, cancel the 
contract of sale, and, in his discre- 
. tion, forfeit the instalments pre- 
viously paid by the purchaser; and 
(6) in the case of a borrower, sell the 
estate and interest of the borrower 
in the land or land and dwelling- 
house”. ; 


Clause also amended consequentially 
and agreed to. 


Clauses 33 to 35 agreed to. 
Clause 36— 


1. If at any time any instalment or money 
payable in respect of any contract of sale or 
advance under this Act, or any part of such 
instalment or money, is unpaid for three 
calendar months next after the time appointed 
for the payment thereof, then, although no 
legal demand has been made for payment, the 
Commissioner may enter upon and take pos- 
session of the land or land and dwelling-house 
with respect to which the contract of sale was 
entered into or the advance was made, and 
may sell the estate and interest of the pur- 
chaser or mortgagor therein, either by private 
sale or-public tender or auction, and subject 
to such conditions of sale as he thinks ex; 
pedient, and after giving to the purchaser or 
mortgagor such notice of the time, place, 
terms and conditions of sale as he thinks just 
and expedient, and may transfer the land or 
land and dwelling-house to the person who has 
purchased it and give a good and valid title 
thereto. Bits 


Amendment (by Mr. Groom) agreed 
to— 

That all the words from and including the 
words “may sell the estate” to and including 
the words ‘‘valid title thereto,” (lines 17-24) 
be omitted and that the following words be 
inserted in place thereof:—“ may— 


(a) in the case of a purchaser, cancel the 
contract of sale, and, in his discretion, 
forfeit the instalments previously paid 
by the purchaser; and 

(b) in the case of a borrower sell the estate 
and interest of the borrower in the land. 
or land and dwelling-house, either by 
private sale or public tender or auction, 
and subject to such conditions of sale 
as he thinks expedient, and after giving 
to the borrower such notice of the time, 
place, terms and conditions of sale, as 
he thinks just and expedient, bees 
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the land or land and dwelling-house to 
the person who has purchased it and 
give a good and valid title thereto.” 


Clause 36 (Action on instalments being 
overdue). 

Clause in deramatalle amended, and 

agreed to. 
_ Mr. Stncratr.—lIt seems hard that a 
person should be evicted for being only 
three months in arrears. I suggest that 
the term should be six months. 

Mr. Groom.—Clause 44 allows the 
Commissioner, in cases of hardship, to 
extend the time for making any payments 
required by the Act. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 

‘Clauses 37 and 38 agreed to. 

Clause 39— 

1. for the purposes of this Act, there shall be 
a War Service Homes Trust Account 


2. To that Trust Account there shall be 
debited 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) -[9.26]. 
—I again draw attention to the fact that 
in New South Wales a voluntary workers’ 
association has built a large number of 
homes for soldiers and their dependants, 


that a similar association is doing splen-: 


did work in the Fawkner division, and 
that in my electorate such homes are in 
the course of construction. I think that 
the Commissioner might be empowered 
to subsidize the efforts of these associa- 
-tions, and, therefore, I suggest that 
among the items which might be debited 
to the trust account should be “ moneys 


paid by the Commissioner for subsidiz-— 


ing local schemes for building -homes.” 
I would suggest the insertion of these 
words asa paragraph to follow paragraph 
d in the clause. 

Mr. Hieaes.—Is the work to which the 
honorable member refers being done by 
honorary local patriotic bodies. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—Yes. 
bodies are doing splendid work. 

- Mr. Maxweui.—In .Prahran provision 
is being made for the erection of a large 
number of homes for soldiers’ widows. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—What TI sug- 
gest is merely the giving of an enabling 
power to the Commissioner. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways) [9.28].—I 

g° not wish to accept any further amend- 


These 


2 
e 


REPRESENTATIVES. 1 


“bodies — 


The Commissiontr is empowered to de-— 


‘He omes , Bill, 


ments at this foe but I would poe mg 
out that there is nothing to prevent — 
the Commissioner working me Trt 
who can arrange 

help and material in eeoncd | 
dwelling-houses for the erection of which, a ‘ 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) — .30].— 
Is it intended that the cost of manage 
ment and supervision of this scheme sh: 
be borne by the owners of homes? When 
an estate is subdivided certain elimina- — 
tions must be made for roads, and oe 
forth, and there may be a drainage — 
scheme, There will also be the cost of 
collecting rents- and keeping accounts. — 
Will a percentage charge be added for 
the cost of management, or will manage- — 
ment and supervision be paid for out of — 
the general revenue of the Common-— 
wealth ?. Under the State Act dealing - . 
with the closer settlement of soldiers, the — 
whole cost of the management and sub- = 
division of repurchased estates falls upon 
each particular estate. - : se 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs=oMieuees os 
ter for Works and Railways) [9. ee 


termine the value of a block disposed of — 
to a returned soldier and in determining — 
the capital cost, to include a certain 
amount.to cover acquisition and subdiv 
sion. The Commissioner’s salary and the 
general €ost of the administration of eo 
Act will be paid out of the Trust Fund 


soldiers. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 40 to 48 agreed to. 
Clause ee 


sd 


of the Governor-General, arrange with anys 
State Savings Bank, or any other ‘prescribed in cased 
stitution, to provide homes for or make-ad- _ 
vances to eligible persons upon such a ae 
conditions as,are agreed between the Com 
sioner and the bank or institution 


Amendment a) Mr. ae agreed 
to ¥s 


as are agreed between the Commissioner peri a 
bank or institution” be left out, and. the | fol- 


same terms and Gate as are a 
this Act.” . 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Claas: 50 auton to. ee 


ye 
of 
1 aS Fede *% we Risk? 
eas fea D) ecease bt ters’ #2 
—— AS eS Ss / 
ng as ; , 
me \mendm ent, (by ‘Mr. Groom) in ae 


} 


it th Bie itiivine new clause be inserted :— 
“42 7. a. Any. notice required by this Act to 
- be given may be served personally or 
ceey post.” 


4 ee B Dbterorted with amendments. 
scpianding Orders suspended, and report 
4 ie adopted. — ~ 

ix ole A RB ill read a third time, 


- Tee a 
+. 2Di EGEASED SOLDIERS’ ESTATES 
Pie | ee | BILL. 
eat = - 
a ~ S$Srconp READING. 
epebitc resumed from 19th December 
Pigs page 9869), on motion by Mr. 


Wise— 
a fed ‘That this Bill be now read a second time. 


<p ‘Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.37].—We were 


- 


ny 
in 


ing this measure that ne was intended 
to do justice in certain cases where hard- 
hip had been incurred. It was pointed 
$5 out that in some cases where the parents 
had been parted for a number of years 
the father had put in an appearance and 
2 ae claim for the deceased son’s de- 


aS 


Scr 


aildren, has eet under ‘my notice 
nie suliar circumstances which may be af- 
fected by the passage of this Bill. Her 
husband had left her and enlisted in 
_ Sydney under another name. She sub- 
= sequently received information that he 
had been killed, but when she made in- 
i quiries at the Defence Department she 


ela im to his deferred pay. Eventually a 
a ORY. of his will came to hand from. Syd- 
fg which he bequeathed all his money 
ots "ss single woman living at Kyneton. 
, ~ This - woman had advertised his death as 
= his | wife, and had given in the advertise- 
Ye m ent, aot only the name in which he had 
| yen ved, but also his real name. 

4), . Wisz.—If the real wife had got 
ae in > first with her claim before we heard 
anything of the will, we should have paid 
over the deferred pay to her. 

aes ™M r. TUDOR.—She was advised by an 
ae of the Department in Sydney to 
see tl e Curator of Estates in Melbourne, 


eromtsach that another woman had made a> 


‘authority 
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and I Fer been abla to arrange an ap- 
pointment with him for her. A number 
of extraordinary cases come under our | 
notice, and I have no doubt that he has 
numberless cases of the same kind to deal 
with. 
this Bill will make it much easier for per-_ 
sons to get from the Defence Department — 
the money to which they are really en- 
titled, I am ‘prepared to allow the measure — 
to go through. 

Mr. Wisre.—There is no doubt on that 


_ score. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. 

In Committee: 

Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to. 

Clause 4— — 

In the event of the death of a member while 
on war service, the military estate of the mem- 
ber may be paid or delivered— 

(®) to any person who, in the opinion of 
the prescribed authority, is bene- 
ficially entitled thereto; or 


Mr. WISE (Gippsland — Assistant 2 
Minister for Defence) [9.42].—I move— 


That the following new _ sub-clause ‘ba 
added :— 

(2) ‘‘In this section, ‘ prescribed autho- 

rity *” means the Minister, or any of the fol- 


lowing officers of the Department of De- 
fence, namely, the Secretary, the Finance 
Secretary, the Assistant Finance Secretary, 
District Paymasters, or the Chief Pay- 
masters of aie Australian Imperial Force 
abroad.”’ 


When I was introducing the Bill interjec- 
tions showed that there was a doubt on 
the part of many honorable members as 


‘to who would have the power to exercise 


an opinion in regard to the persons who 
would be beneficially entitled to the mili- 
tary estates of deceased members of the 
Forces. The general feeling seemed to 
be that the matter should not be left to 
some junior clerk. This amendment will 
remove any doubt upon that score by 
providing that the ‘‘ prescribed au-_ 
shall be one of the leading; 

officers of the Department. 

Amendment agreed to. ; 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. » 

Clause 5 agreed to. 

Clause 6 (Exemption of Commonwealth 
from liability). 

Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [9.44] —The - 
effect of this clause will be retrospective. 
Exception is always taken by honorable 


2? 


sacl 


If the Minister will assure me that — 
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members to legislation with retrospective 
effect, and I can see no reason for the in- 
sertion of this clause. The honorable 
mémber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has 
pointed out to me in conversation that 
there is great objection to the Common- 
wealth practically contracting itself out 
of liability. The clause reads— 
Notwithstanding anything contained in any 
Act or State Act, the Commonwealth shall not 
be liable to any action, claim, or demand in 
respect of anything done in connexion with— 
(a) the disposition of a military estate 
in pursuance of this Act; or 
(b) the disposition, prior to the commence- 


ment of this. Act, of any property of 


a deceased soldier, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the Regimental 
Debts Act; or 

(c) the disposition, prior to the commence- 


ment of this Act, of any property of - 


a deceased soldier, which, if this Act 
had been in force at the time the 
thing was done, would have been in 
accordance with the provisions of this 
Act. 
I presume that the idea of the Depart- 
ment is to make legal everything which 
has been done hitherto, and which would 
have been illegal but for this Bill. 


Mr. Wisz.—If the act was 
then, this Bill will not validate it. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister has said 
that the Commonwealth is acquitted of 
any liability in connexion with past 


illegal 


acts, and that in respect of those acts 


nobody can bring any action at law 
against the Department. 


Mr. Sampson.—wWill this clause be re- 
trospective ? 


Mr. Wisr.—Yes. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister said that 
this law will date back to the beginning 
of the war. If a wrong has been done 
this Bill will validate it, and a person 
who would have had a claim against the 
Government will be deprived of any right 
of action at law. If a fault has been 
committed by the Department it should 
not shelter itself behind this measure and 
deprive persons of their legal rights to 
recover, Is it necessary to retain this 
clause? Cannot some modification be 
made that will preserve to the widows 
and mothers of soldiers the rights which 
they possess to-day, and which this Bill 
will take away ? 


we 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Estates Bil. 


Mr. Maxwetn, aBavely we ‘panngy, ea 
an Act of Parliament take ele a nehy es, 
that has accrued. ig” 

Mr. WISE (Gip paland Assistant Mine iy Mh 
ister for Defence) [9.48].—Three kinds of, 
claims are covered by this clause. To_ 1 
paragraph a@ there can be no objection. 
In regard to paragraph 6, the Regimental — 
Debts Act is an Imperial Statute, — 
and I believe that the Imperial officers 
hold that it applies to the Dominions. 
If it does apply, paragraph 0 is unneces- 
sary, but we are inserting it im order 


; twee 


ee ek ghee re 


to make assurance double sure. Para- — 
graph cis the only one to which ~ 
I think reasonable objection may ~ 
be taken. It, however, merely makes — 


this measure relate back to the be- 
ginning of the war and covers only 
those acts which would have been legal 
if this measure had been in operation at * 
the time. If we have done anything ir- 

regular and not under cover of this oo 
measure this paragraph will not ‘aden 
nify us against any action at law. Al- 
ready payments have been made in ac- ~ 
cordance with the principles of this Bill, 
and if this Bill te not passed, and if the 


7 - 
fas he a 


Regimental Debts Act does not apply, 


certain persons would be able*to have a_ 
shot at the Department in the Law 
Courts. If the principles of this mea- 
sure are good the persons against whom — 
they operate should not be. given privi- 
leges because the measure was not passed. - 
a couple of years ago. yi 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [9.50]— 
This clause gives a very broadcast in-~ 
demnification. It is an acquittance to 
the Department for any carelessness or 
negligence. ae 
Mr. Wiset.—This Bill does not cover. 
carelessness or negligence. . Ah 
Mr. RODGERS.—Of course, opposi- 
tion to the measure is weakened by the 
fact that the Department is dealing only 
with the soldier’s military estate, and not 
with his civil estate. But if a man has 
been on active service for four years his 
accumulated deferred pay would repre- 
sent a fairly compact military estate. If, 
through lack of knowledge or carelessness, a 
that estate had been disposed of impro- 
perly, a grievious wrong would have ~ 
been done to those legally entitled to re- — 
ceive it. Whilst the passing of this 


1 
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Nan of its retrospective character. It seems 


easure will not act in restraint of the 
Rhee) Heht of the true beneficiary to claim 

against the person who wrongly received 

the estate, yet if that person has disposed 
___ of the property, and is without means, any 
= effective claim has disappeared. I should 
like to see a legal officer appointed in 
the Defence Department to deal with all 
these estates. In. both the Repatriation 
Department and the Defence Department 


Te 


____ there has been a woeful lack of legal know- 


< < 


ledge in the administration of estatés. 
These matters are technical, and I have 
: es ound clerks in the Department dealing 
with estates: about which they had no 
legal knowledge. The Minister will see 
- that it is hardly right to expose the right- 
ful beneficiaries to carelessness or neglect 
in the Department. _ 

' Mr. Maxwetu.—This does not protect 
~ the Department against the consequence 
of carelessness or negligence. 

Mr. RODGERS.—tThere is nothing to 
show that if there had been a wrongful 
_ disposition of a property prior to the 


- would not be indemnified in respect of 
that also. 

~~ Mr. Wisz.—The estate must have been 
distributed in such a way as this Bill 
~~ directs. 
tribution authorized by the Bill. 


But 


j for that qualification paragraph e woulde 


_. be most objectionable. 
Mr. RODGERS.—Of course that 
qualification makes paragraph c less ob- 
__-jectionable. Is the Minister perfectly 
satisfied that under this clause no legal 
injustice can be done to the rightful 
in owner of a deceased soldier’s estate? 
Mr. Wisz.— Not when the honorable 
member uses the word “legal,” but I 
_ say that no injustice has been done. The 
- object of this Bill is to cover cases in 
_ which legal injustice may have been done. 
4 Mr. RODGERS.—If the Bill is 
agreed to, I hope that the Minister will 
attach to the Department a legal officer 
with some clear understanding of how 
these estates should be dealt with, so that 


ate) 


there may be no careless administration. 


. ae Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [9.55].— 


passing of this Bill, the Department. 


The Bill only legalizes any dis- 


strange that, after four years of war, 
legislation should be brought forward to 
make legal a bungle that may have taken 
place in the Department a couple of years 
ago. But if the Minister will give the 
Committee his\assurance that from a 
legal stand-point the Bill is fair, I shall 
offer no objection to it. I desire that the 
estate of a soldier shall be protected from 
any negligence that might have taken 
place in the Department. I ask the Min- 
ister whether if a bungle did take place 
and the Department paid money to a 
person not entitled to it, would this Bill 
exonerate the Department? | 
Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min- 
ister) [9.57]—No; because in the first 
place the Bill only covers cases upon 
which a decision has been given by the 
prescribed authority, who must be the 
Minister, or Secretary, or one of 
the officials at the head of the Finance 
Branch. No decision could be arrived 
at by a junior clerk. But for the qualify- 
ing and saving words at end of para- 
graph e, I should not ask honorable mem- 
ber’s to pass it. The only purpose of the 
paragraph is to cover past acts, such as 


this Bill enables us to do, in future, and 


which are already legal if the Regimen- 
tal Debts Act is applicable to the Do- 
minions. 

Mr. Roperrs.—If,,this clause is passed, 
what recourse ts left to the legal owner 
of an estate that has been improperly 
distributed ? 

Mr. WISE.—His or her only right of 
legal action would be against the person 
recelving the estate. | | 

Mr. Roperrs.—Therefore the Depart- 
ment altogether escapes the responsl- 
bility of a curator. | 
__Mr. WISE.—Yes, and we shall do so 
in respect of all estates dealt with after 
the Bill has been passed. 

Mr, Roperrs.-This-clause shifts from 
the Department to the wrongful claimant 
responsibility for past acts. 

Mr. WISE.—It does not necessarily 
shift any responsibility, because all past 
acts may have been quite legal under the 
Regimental Debts Act. If the Bill is 
good in principle now, it ought to cover 
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those Acts which would have been legal 


if the Bill had been passed previously. | 
Mr. Roperrs.—Does not the Minister 


see that the passing of this Bill will give 


an officer knowledge in advance that even 
if he disposed of an estate without much 
inquiry, his Department is indemnified ? 
Mr. WISE.—I do not, think so.” There 
is a safeguard in the provision defining 
the prescribed authority. I agree with 
the honorable member that the possession 
of legal knowledge m dealing with 
matters of this kind is of very great 
value. 
when a’sum of money was tlaimed by a 
wife and by the children of a former mar- 
riage, which had been. dissolved. The 
second marriage had taken place before 
the decree nisi had been made. Fortu- 
nately I remembered that an amending 
Act had been passed by the Victorian 
Parliament, and was only awaiting the 
Royal Assent. I directed,.in that case, 
that the decision should be held over 
~ until that Act had been assented to. _ 
Mr. Roperrs.—My misgivings would 
disappear if the honorable gentleman 
would undertake to put a legal man at 
the head of this branch. 


| Mr. WISE.—I cannot undertake to do 
that; but, at present, nearly all these 
cases come before me. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 7 and 8 agreed to. 
‘Clause 9 (Application of estate where 
| no person beneficially entitled thereto). 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.2|.—I 
- wish to know whether it is intended that 
_ the Defence Department shall have some 
separate fund for the benefit of persons 
who are, or have been, members of the 
_ Australian Imperial Forces, or depen- 
_. dants of such members. It would be a 
_ strange thing if, as this clause suggests, 


the Department proposed to create such © 


a fund. 

Mr. WISE ( Gippsland—Assistant Min- 

ister for Defence) [10.3].—This clause is 
designed to meet a provision in the Regi- 


money in the military estate of a deceased 
- member is paid into a fund which the 
_ Secretary of State prescribes. A request 
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_tion Fund as a fund for this purpeas 


I realized that the other day, - 


medals of a deceased soldier, where i an 


~ institution. 


: adopted. "3 
«This is largely a machinery measure, an 


it consists of -only a few clauses. 


mental Debts Act, under which unclaimed. 


of the duties of Ministers a 


has Vee aoe to ‘the Tne autl 
ties to prescribe the Australian. Reps 


Clause agreed to. 
Clause 10 agreed to. 
Clause 11— ’ 


‘The medals of a deceased nee 
are not bequeathed to some specified or 
by will, shall be delivered to such See. 
Minister . poe approves. ee = 

Mr. WISE (Gipvsland—Assistant WV 
ister for Defence) [10.5]—I move— 


“That after the. word “ person,” dine 3 : 
words “ or institution ” ” be inserted. 


are no claimants, to be presented to 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 12 and 13 agreed to. 
Title agreed to. 
Bill reported with ainendment 
Standing Orders _ Suspended ; 


- Bill read a third time. 


NAVAL DEFEN OE BILL. 
Sxeconp Reaprva, 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Acting ME 


ister for the Navy) [10.7].—I move— 
That this Bill be now read a second time, 


The 
first amendment of the principal ‘Act fo 
which it provides will enable the Go 
vernor-General to issue. a warrant, 
addition to a commission which he 
has power to issue. In clause 3, it 
proposed to amend section 5 of the 
cipal Act, which provides that cer 
parts of the Defence Act shall continue t 
apply to the Naval Forces, ee bye 
proviso that— = 
in ‘the application of tifSae. Se 


Act. : ete 
When the administration ‘ob the 
Forces was separated from that 
land Forces, and placed under aes ‘separ 
Department, there was no clear divisi 


+s oy 
is designed to overcome that 
In the next clause, we. pro- 
Se hendmnout of section 8 of the 
and officers appointed provi- 
sionally, or on probation, shall not re- 
“cei e commissions. This is a technical 
= ndment required to meet probationary 
-appo pesticnts Under the -principal 
f- who were provisionally ap- 
“as officers- must undergo:.an 
nt tion within eighteen months of 
In some eases, these 


Retort that under clause 5 
men shall receive their commissions 


—-éxa m Lination. 

ae Question resolved in the affivineltive. 

~ Bill read a second time; and reported 
Ss from. Committee without amendment. 

_ Standing Orders suspended, and Bill 
om through its remaining stages. 


| PUBLIC SERVICE BILL (No. 3.) 
ae Szconp Ruaprye. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
: er for Works and Sparen. [10.9].— 
% ver 
zi That this Bill be now read a second time, 
Beat 2 short Bill designed to give 
J ary relief in certain cases. 
Ve amendment of the principal Act for 
Ww hich it provides relates to telegraph mes- 
ae igers who displayed their. loyalty by 
es enlisting ‘before they were eighteen years 
io) f age, and did service oversea. Some 
are still away, and we feel that it is hardly 
just that these lads, having enlisted, 
Id be put out of ‘the Service.’~ The 
ndment is to cover their case. The 
nd amendment of the principal Act 


for whic ch this Bill provides, deals with 


Noe 


“g 


respect of which it is not considered de- 
‘sirable to. have competitive examinations. 
d Tt is” hardly fair, for instance, that 
cleaners, who have been in the temporary 
service for some time and have given 
‘8 tisfaction, should be required to under- 


eXamination in order to become per- 
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1 Act declaring that subordinate 


hout being required to undergo an 
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these servants, and to enable them to be 


appointed without being submitted to a 
competitive examination. A further — 
amendment of the principal Act covered ~ 
by this Bill arises out of the report of es 


the Royal Commission into the loyalty of 


officers of the Public Service. The final — 
one deals with the question of holidays. — 
The existing law provides for the observ- — 
ance of eight holidays per annum, and ~ 
also for the recognition of such holidays” 

or half-holidays as may~be proclaimed in a 
the different States. It is now proposed ~ 

to secure uniformity by providing that in 5: 
addition to the eight holidays per annum 
covered by the principal Act there may 
be observed “ such additional days or | 
half-days, not exceeding in the whole, in . 
the case of any office, “four days in any 
one calendar year, as are prescribed.” ~ 


‘Special holidays may also be declared. » 


Mr. Tupor.—In addition to the twelve 
holidays named. This would cover the 
Peace holidays. é 


Mr. GROOM.—Yes; this would give 


power in such a case to proclaim a general . 


holiday throughout Australia. 


Mr. Samprson.—The object of this pro- 
vision is, I take it, to have uniform holi- 
days throughout the States. 


Mr. GROOM.—Yes. In some of the 
States there are only ten public holidays. 
Under this Bill. the observance of eight 
holidays are assured; four more may be 
proclaimed, and, in addition, special holi- 
days may be declared: Certain other 
amendments relating to hours of employ- 
ment are also made by this Bill. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.13].—I ad- 
mit the Bill is much improved as the re=~ 
sult of amendments made in another ~ 
place. I am glad that the Senate struck 
out the clause which deprived public ser- 
vants of rights secured by an award of — 
the Court. There‘are one or two features 
of the Bill, however, on which I should” 
like some information. The provision in 
clause 3, in regard to appointments with- — 
out examination to the general division, 
must surely refer to persons who are tem> 
ee employees in the Service. XM 


r. Groom.—Yes. It refers to their 
Sareea to permanent positions. 
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Mr. TUDOR.—It covers the case of 
temporary employees who have been in 
the Service for a long time and have given 
satisfaction ? | 

Mr. Groom.—That is so. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I recognise that in 
some offices it is practically impossible to 
employ ‘casual hands. Valuable articles 
may be left about, and care must be,exer- 
ejsed in determining who shall have access 
to such, rooms. Although the Act pro- 
vides that officers shall be taken on from 
the Public Service list, that course is not 
always followed by the Customs Depart- 
ment in selecting, say, a watchman, whose 
duty it may be to have an oversight over 
the steamers that come down from the 
East. There is a well-known saying in 
certain quarters that a man could get £50 
in some cases to look the other way for 


five minutes. Will this give to men- 


who have performed casual, but faithful, 
service to a Department, in some.cases for 
a number of yéars, and whom the head 
of the Department would be glad to place 
_in permanent positions, but is unable to 


do so on account of their age, the right. 


to become permanent employees ? 

Mr. Groom.—There are certain classes 
of work, such as cleaning and watching, 
to which it is not considered desirable to 
apply the competitive examination. test, 
and it is leit to the Commissioner to 
specify the classes. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Clause 4 deals with the 
termination of appointments of officers in 
the Public Service. I realize that once a 
mah obtains a position in the Service it 
is very difficult to displace him. Mr. 
Barnet, a stipendiary magistrate, was 
appointed a Royal Commission to inquire 
as to the employment of aliens in the 
Public Service, and I submit that, if a 
man is discharged by reason of the report 
by Mr. Barnet, there should ke the right 
of appeal to some one., That Royal Com- 
mission was appointed at a time when 
there was much excitement in the com- 
munity, and many men were brought be- 
fore it who should not have been. A 
man named Leyden was accused of having 
German parents, and when I mentioned 
the name in the House, the honorable 
member for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) 
said that the man’s parents were born at 
Avoca, near where he himself was born, 


aka 
io oe =>, fs 
and it was proved that all his grand-— 
parents were born in Ireland and in Eng- 
land. There was another man in the 
Harness Factory, whose parents were 
born in Australia, and whose grand- 
parents, and great-grandparents, were 
born in Great Britain; but some one had 

reported against him, and he was brought — 
up before the Commission. All this, of 
cours@ means possible injurv to the per-_ 
soms concerned. If a man is dangerous — 
to the community there is no harm in let- 
ting the fact be known; but at any rate — 
he ought to have the right of appeal to 
the Publhe Service Commissioner, or to 
the Minister of the Department. Para- 
graph 2 of clause 4 provides that no per- 
son who is dismissed from the Common- — 
wealth Service under the clause shall be - 
entitled to make any claim against the — 
Commonwealth by way of compensation ~ 
or otherwisa in respect of his dismissal, — 
and a further paragraph provides that — 
the clause shall be deemed to have com- 
menced on the Ist May last. A man ~ 
named Stokes was brought before the — 
Commission on the ground that his 
parents were German, and he lost time 
from his work in obtaining and producing — 
birth certificates to disprove the charge. 

It will be -seen that there is room for 

great injustice; and a man ought to have - 
a chance to defend himself. ‘con 


Mr. Srncrarr.— You do not suggest. 
that the Commission found that these 
men were aliens? tgs 


Mr. TUDOR.—These men do not know 
what reports Mr. Barnet may have ~ 
drawn up’ against them, because, in an- — 


swer to questions in the House, we have « 
been told that he will not send in a re- ~ 
port until his inquiries. are completed. — 
A man_who has been before the Commis- — 
sion may imagine now that he has estab- — 
lished his bona fides, and possibly he may ~ 
find himself dismissed. ; a 


Clause 5 deals with holidays, and para- ‘ 
graph 6 of that clause is as follows:— 


(6.) Where the hours of duty of any of- — 
ficer are arranged by schedule and the attend- 
anee and services of that officer are required — 
during any holiday observed in pursuance of — 
this section, that officer shall not be entitled | 


to receive in respect of his attendance and ~ 


services during that holiday an amount greater — 
than a full day’s salary. ‘y co ae 
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I wish to know whether this clause will 
override awards which officers have ob- 
tained from the Conciliation and Arbi- 
‘tration Court? 
& fr. Groom.—No; I shall explain the 
‘position. | . Roe 
Mr. TUDOR.—Practically all branches 
have been awarded by the Court double 
_ pay for holidays. However, the Bill is 
_ now a great deal better than when it was 
tae roduced in another place. 


 -Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.25]. — 
There is a clause in the Bill to protect 
ie Soptel officers who have enlisted. I am 
- informed that if a returned postal official 
is not a member of a union, he is likely 
to receive less pay than that received by 
-@ unionist alongside him who is doing 
- gimilar work. We should have an abso- 
t lute assurance from the Minister that 
' such a state of affairs, which is dangerous 
_ to the community and to the administra- 
2 


ee 


tion, will not be continued for another 
_ moment. A man may have very great 
objections to joining a union, and I, for 
- one, think it is highly improper that such 
- @ man should receive less pay on that 
account. Clause 3 provides for appoint- 
ment to the General Division without 
examination; and JI desire to know 
E whether this will enable the Commissioner 
to appoint outsiders other than returned 
_ soldiers. 

Mr. Tupor.—The honorable member 
_ for Perth (Mr. Fowler) the other day 
mentioned the case of a man who had 
served in the British Army for eighteen 
_ years, had worked in Perth for eight 
_ years, and, although he is a married man 
with a family, his services have been dis- 


-pensed with in favour of a single man. 
a 


_ Mr. GREGORY.—Paragraph 2 of 
_ clause 3 provides that preference shall be 
_ given to persons who have served with a 
_ satisfactory record’ in any Expeditionary 
_ Force, and I should certainly like to see 
_ the same preference extended to men who 
_ have been in the Imperial Service. 
Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 


The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) has raised a point in connexion 
with the termination of appointments of 
Officers in the Public Service under 
clause 4. This is an enabling clause, as 


ter for Works and Railways) [10.26].— 


shown by the words, ‘‘The Governor- 
General may dismiss’’; and before that 
step is taken, a recommendation will 
have to come from the Public Service- 
Commissioner, and be sent on to the 
Governor-General. 

Mr. Tupor.—Will the man have the 
right. of appeal ? 

Mr. GROOM.—The Bill does not pro- 
vide for that. The next point raised by 
the honorable gentleman was as to holi- 
days, as dealt with in paragraph 6 of 
clause 5. This clause, so far as I under- 
stand, does not conflict with any awards 
of the Conciliation and Arbitration 
Court. If an officer, for instance, is — 
scheduled for twelve hours on one day, 
and four hours on the next day, it simply 
means that this is regarded as one day’s 
work, and not as additional work. 

_Mr. Maruews.—That is an old idea of 
‘“‘ the boss”? ! 

Mr. GROOM.—It depends on the 
nature of the work. For instance, a man 
may be employed in a postal van, and his 
time of actual work divided in the way I 
have suggested. Such men are relieved on 
other days so as to keep them within the 
statutory hours. This, of course, is all 
In connexion with holidays. As to the 
other point raised in regard to paragraph 
7, that is in accordance with an award 
given by Mr. Justice Powers. 3 


In reply to the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory), I have to say 
that clause 3 is not intended to allow 
others to enter the Service as against re- 
turned soldiers. The clause has refer- 
ence to limited classes of work which are 
not suitable for ordinary competitive 
examinations, and is not intended to 
affect the employment’ of returned 
soldiers. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. 

In Committee: 

Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to. 

Clause 4 (Termination of appointments 
of officers in Public Service). 

Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [10.30].—I 
desire to record my opposition to this 
clause, the apparent object of which is to 
enable the Government to apply differen- 
tial treatment to certain classes of per- 
sons in the’ Public Service, as a result 
of an inquiry by a Royal Commission. 


“visions | by 


~ 
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There is nothing in the clause. specially 
applicable to aliens. 

Mr. Groom.—The Commission would 
probably set out the terms and conditions 
of the inquiry. 

Mr. Tupor.—It is really the Barnet 
Commission. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—That is a Commis- 
sion dealing with aliens or persons of 
alien extraction. There is no reference to 
that fact in the clause. 

Mr. Groom.—tThere is reference to the 
specific Commission. The clause applies 
to that Commission, and to that Commis- 
sion only. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—tThat being so, it is 
clear that the object is to enable the Go- 
vernment to-summarily dismiss certain 
persons from the Public Service without 
the formality of an inquiry by Depart- 
mental Boards, or the operation of any. 
of the other machinery which is con- 
sidered necessary to secure justice for the 
public servants. I am not prepared to 
agree to any course that will apply 
special treatment to any class of persons 
in the Service. If certain persons are dis- 
loyal, disaffected, unworthy for any rea- 
son of public trust or confidence, the fact 
should be tested by the machinery pro- 
vided for trying members of the Public 
Service. The war being over, we should 
not continue these special punitive pro- 
new legislative measures 
directed to the penalization of men on ac- 
count of their blood. Men who are good 
enough to have been appointed to the 
Public Service in the ordinary way should 
have the full measure of justice and pro- 
tection that the Public Service Act pro- 
vides. I am not satisfied that the Com- 
missioner who has made this inquiry is 
fitted by temperament to furnish a report 
that will be just to all the members of the 
Public Service. TI. believe, with the hon- 
orable member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor), 
that persons were brought before the Com- 
mission secretly, and catechised and cross- 
examined in a way altogether foreign to 
the principles of British justice. I do 
not say that I have complete proof of 
that, because one likes to hear both sides; 


but I have heard circumstantial ate 


ments, by persons whose word I am pre- 
pared to take, that the treatment before 
the Commissioner of some members of the 
Public Service was not such as to do 
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“why he had been summoned. 
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credit to the community in “qhich ao 
tolerated. At any rate, on the broa 
principle that we should not differenti 
against and penalize a section’ of is 
Public Service, I am -oppead > to os 
clause. ‘ ae 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.3 Be 
not desirous that any one who has 
proved to be disloyal should remain 
the Public Service; but persons who h | 
been before the Commissioner, and h 
given evidence, do not know what his 
port will be. The sort of questions | asked 
were these—‘‘ What is your name?’ 
‘‘ How old are you?’’ ‘*‘ What is your 
position ?”? ‘‘ Where are you employed ?’” 
‘How long have you been so employed ” 
‘Are you married or single?’ “ 
many children have you?’’ “Whi t 18 
the age of the eldest boy?” In one cas 
the man questioned replied that he had 
not a boy, and was asked the age of hi 
daughter. ‘‘ Have you any ist?” To 
‘““Did your brother try to ene ee 
“ ‘Yes, but he was rejected.’’ Then came eo 
the question, ‘‘ What doctor - ‘rejected — 
I do not know what doctor — ae 
passed my son when he enlisted, and, had 
he been rejected, I would not have known 
what doctor rejected him. The man w 
asked, ‘‘ Where was he examined ee _ 
replied, ‘“IT do not know.’ 
missioner then said, ‘‘ You had - bette 
find out.’’ He was asked where he was 
born, and the birthplace of his father — 
and mother. To the last question hess 
said, ‘‘ In Victoria, but I do not exactly 
know where.’ When asked the t Nin 
place of his grandparents, he sai 
he did not know. I know wher 
parents were born, but I know the birth- 
place of only one of my grandparen S, 
vhough they were all born in Sot 
Wales. The witness was asked what r 
lations he had on active service, and 1 
plied that he had two cousins. He w 
questioned as to the relationship and 
names of the cousins—asked where 
were, how many war bonds he hhad_ | 
chased, and so.on.. The man did 
know when called before the Commis: +f 

The wit- 
nesses were told to appear ‘at the s 
office, where they ‘were employed, 
were not told wy es were” wan 


I think that the objections of honorable 
ae ue bt be met if it were agreed 
t before the power of dismissal was 
srcised the man concerned should be 
m an opportunity to make any repre- 
sentations that he liked to the head of 
(he Department showing cause why he 
» should not be dismissed. 
: Mr. Tupor.—If you give him an ap- 
eal to the head ‘of his Department, or 
to the Public Service Commissioner, I 


M _ GROOM —I am quite prepared to 
commend this course to the Minister 


* aoe to show cause wit he should be re- 
s tained. 

Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [10.40].— 
4 _ From my point of view, the Minister’s 
_ assurance does not go ‘far enough. I 
consider that this- clause is a travesty of 
on justice. A person in regard to whom the 
- inquiry is held does not know what evi- 
dence hasbeen brought against him, or 
= what statements have been made con- 
e _ cerning him. To give him an oppor- 
tunity to make representations to the 
3 ead of his Department would be of no 
2 benefit to him if the Commissioner had _ 
- recommended to the Governor-General | 
ieee: he should be dismissed. 


Mr. Groom.—Before a man could be 
ae ruices from the Public Service a re- 
ae commendation must be made by a‘ Min- 
ak ister to the Governor-General in Council, 
and before that is done the man con- 
Fe cerned will have an- opportunity to put 
a his” case and make representations. 
_. _-Mr. Warr.—Which will be considered 
. by” the Minister, not by the permanent 
ae head. of the Department. 


its “Be make representations might be of ad- 
~ ‘vantage if the person charged knew what 
had been alleged against him. 

Mr. Wart.—He should know that. 

3 Mr. CONSIDINE.—It would satisfy 
me if I had the assurance that a public 
servant will not be dismissed until the 
es facts Saale tags him have heen 


— ; 
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: GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis-— i 
ter for Works and Railways) [10.38].— {Minister and Treasurer) [10.43].—The 
"reports of the Commissioner have natur- | 
‘ally come to my Department and have 


‘Mr. CONSIDINE.—The opportunity . 
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Mr. WATT (Hatuelave--Adttie Prime 


passed under my notice, and I therefore 
know the nature of the recommendations 
in most cases, and have seen them and the 
record of questions and answers where 
Te msals have been recommended, I 
would have no objection to giving the 
(idertakine that if an officer desires to 
appeal against a recommendation of the 
Minister before it can be made operative 
by Order in Council he shall have a 
chance of making representations to show 
why he should not be dismissed or pun- — 
ished, with a knowledge of the questions 
and answers and recommendations of the 
Commissioner; in other words, that he 


ae be allowed to know the facts on which ~ 


the Minister was asked to act. 


Mr. Tupor.—You would let him appeal 
against the recommendation of the Com- 
missioner to the Minister ? 


Mr. WATT.—Yes. 


Mr. Maxwetu.-—There is no determina- 
tion by the Commissioner. 


Mr. WATT.—-No; the Commissioner 


recommends; it is for the Minister to 


make that recommendation operative. The 
Commissioner is doing a very distasteful 
service with all the*skill that his long ex- — 
perience enables him to apply to it, and I 
do not. wish him to feel that his recom- 
mendations are being pigeon-holed, or, 
thrown into the waste-paper basket; but 
the Ministers resnonsible will undertake 
that the officers charged shall have sufii- 
cient data to enable them to reply to the 
charges against th-1a, and that they shall 
have the right of appeal to their Minister. 

Mr. Consipryz.—Will the Acting 
Prime Minister see that that is specific- 
ally set out in the Bill? 

Mr. WATT.—If we were to amend the 
Bill now, we should not be able to get it 
passed; but the honorable member may 
rely on the Act being administered in the 
spirit of the undertaking that I have 
given. 

Mr. Consrprne.—You will give every 
officer the opportunity of an inquiry be- 


fore he is dismissed ? 
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Mr. WATT.—F do not, of course, pro- 
mise a personal interview with the Min- 
ister. 

Mr. Consioint.—W hat I am anxious to 
obtain is that any officer who feels ag- 
grieved by the recommendation of the 
Commissioner, and thinks that he can ad- 
vance reasons why it should not be ac- 
cepted, should have an opportunity to 
obtain the facts that have been alleged 
against him, and have the recommendation 
cousidered by a responsible official ap- 
pointed by the Minister. 

Mr. WATT.—The procedure I have 
outlined will operate also in cases where 
temporary officers are concerned. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [10.45 ].— 
In saying that he did not wish to pigeon- 
hole Mr. Barnet’s report, or place it in 
the waste-paper basket, the Acting Prime 
Minister indicated what ought to be done 
with it. Those are eertainly the only two 
alternatives which present themselves in 
regard to the disposal of the report. It 
dealt with a certain class of employees 
in the Public Service, and one class only 
—officers of so-called alien or enemy 
origin—without any reference whatever 
to “their capacity, integrity, honesty, or 
loyalty. Those are the persons who are 
covered by this clause, which gives the 
Government special powers to deal with 
them in a special way. Of course, it is 
satisfactory to know that the Acting 
Prime Minister is prepared to give his 
personal assurance that these persons 
shall. réteive justice; but that is imma- 
terial to the main prineiple, namely, that 
they are being treated as a class apart. I 
object to their being so treated. The 
Commission ought never to have been ap- 
pointed. It was carried on in a way 
which was quite inconsistent with British 
justice. The inquiries made by the Com- 
missioner were of an insolent and offen-. 
sive character, and my support will not 
be given to this clause, which proposes to 
perpetuate the evil work done by him, 

Clause agreed to. 

‘Clause 5 “agreed to. 

Title agreed to. 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.48].— 


Some members of the Public Service have 
beén receiving a lower rate of wage than 
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others who are members of unions, I had | a 4 


intended to move to insert a new clause 
dealing with this matter; but if I get are 
promise that consideration will be evel 
to it, I shall not do so. Be 
= 

i 


+ 


oy 


he 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. 
Chanter).—It is too late for the Hors 
able member to move to add a new ‘clause 


to the Bill. ee 
Bill reported without amendment; “re | 
port adopted. ? Be 
Standing Orders suspended. tS aes 
‘Bill read a third time. = 


INCOME TAX BILL (No. 2). 
Message reported intimating that the 
Senate had agreed to the Bill as amended 
by the House of Representatives at its 
Pere | ay a 


WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL. : ee 


Message reported intimating that the Ey 
Senate had agreed to the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives. _ 


DECEASED SOLDIERS’ ESTATE: 
BILE," . 4 
Message reported intimating that the 


‘Senate had agreed to the amendments — 


made by the House of Representatives. 


DEFENCE BILL. e Paes 2 
In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from the 26th November, vide page 8330). 
Clause 7, as previously amended, agreed 
0. Ree 
Clause 8 (Offences connected with de- = 
sertion). Pale 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10. 52] pa - 
this clause a monetary penalty is pro-— Se 
vided. Does the Minister propose to in- e 
sist on retaining a monetary penalty, for — ‘ 
which no provision is made in the original — 
Act 2 ; ae 
Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min- f 
ister for Defence) [10.53].—This clause — 
and the two previous clauses refer to the — 
only three sections in the original Act 
which do not include a monetary penalty. — 
When this question of monetary ae 
was discussed by the Committee on a pre- “3 
vious occasion, honorable members urged — e 
that benefit would be derived by the rich eS 
man, who could buy himself off by pay- A 
ing, but my expariqnts is that the ce 


rien aes y 
who suffers the most by the absence of a 
monetary penalty is the poor man, who 
| sustains the loss of his wages and every- 
thing else if he has to go to gaol. I 
_ always urge in Court that a fine should 
' be inflicted instead of sending a man to 
- gad , because the person convicted has a 
hance of getting his friends to help him 
ps y the fine, thus enabling him to retain 
his employment. It is on the grounds of 
sete aur rds those who are prosecuted 
that I ask honorable members to pass the 


Clause 9 agreed to. 

muse 10- (Sentence of death in ecer- 
ain cases only). 

_ Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min- 
ister for Defence) [10.54].—This is the 
clause which permits of the infliction of 
the death penalty in cases of murder. I 
promised the Committee that it would be 
struck out. 

_ Clause negatived. 

Clauses 11 to 13 agreed‘to. 

' Postponed clause 2 (Seniority of offi- 
cers in Reserve Forces). 

_ Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min- 
ister for Defence) [10.55]—I ask honor- 
able members to pass this clause as it 
stands, because I intend to move to add 
a new clause, providing that an officer 
who is eligible for promotion to a higher 
rank, and who has served on active ser- 
vice abroad, shall be granted preference 
in promotion to an officer of the same 


abroad. - 


a a 


equal, be granted preference in promotion to 
u officér of the same rank who is eligible for 
romotion to that higher rank, and who has 
ot served on active service abroad.” 
‘Mr TUDOR (Yarra) [10.56].—The 
jonorable member for Melbourne (Dr. 
fal oney) has an amendment on the 
hOtice-paper to a similar effect. We dis- 
this matter at great length when 


> 


i Gy oe ee oie Wie ig eta aks an} Wake. 
en ee eww? EL AS eh wey : 
: eee iene ON a hee eG a a 
tical ; ae St: wel a] 7 
= > ae « WP ne : 9 7 3 , 
; f ’ Mad 


yo wea 
[20 JECEMBER, 1918.] 


a cank who has not served on active service 
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the Bill was previously under considera- 
tion.. Honorable members expressed their 
disappointment that clause. 2 did not 
grant to merwho had served overseas the 
seniority to which it was understood they 
were entitled on their return. It was 
the object of the honorable member for 
Melbourne to make provision that prefer- 
ence should be given in the Military 
Forces on the principle that underlies the 
preference which is given to returned 
soldiers in the Public Service generally. 
The honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) has been very persistent in 
calling attention to the fact that eligibles 
on the Head-Quarters Staff, who had not 
served abroad, were seeking to make the 
Military Forces a close preserve to them- 
selves. | 

Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min- 
ister for Defence) [10.57].—The proposal 
of the honorable member for Melbourne 
deals more particularly with the question 
of seniority. I have a long memorandum 
with me, pointing out that it is not so 
much a question of seniority as it is a 
question of promotion that is of material 
value in this regard. 

Mr. Tupor.—If the honorable member 
for Melbourne is satisfied with the Minis- 
ter’s proposal, I am content to let it pass. 
- Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [10.58 ].— 
I am pleased that the Minister has come 
forward with his proposal, but it does not 
seem to me to coyer the whole of the © 
ground. A man. who returns from the 
Front may be inferior to one who is in 
the Reserve Forces, but has not served 
abroad. My proposal was to have appli- 
cation to the Reserve Forces. | 

Mr. Wist.—This proposal applies 
throughout the whole of the Forces, in-. 
cluding the Reserve Forces. 

Mr. Marurews.—Does it include non- 
commissioned officers ? 

Mr. Wisr.—It applies to the whole of 
the Military Forces. on. 

Dr. MALONEY.—I wrote to Lord 
Kitchener on this matter once, asking 
him if aman who had seen service should 
rank superior to one who had not. I had 
in view some of the men who had not 
gone to the Boer war, but rose to high 
rank by polishing the handle of the big 


front door and calling at Government —- 


, Meee ce ge ae | 
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Kitchener replied that any man who had 
seen active service should have preference 
over 1 man who had not done so. As the 
Minister assures me that the proposed new 
clause will cover reserve officers, I offer 
no opposition to it. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [11.2].—I 
move— _ 

That the following words be added to the 

proposed new clause: —“ and when any pro- 
motion or appointment is being made, if not 
of a returned soldier or sailor, the Secretary _ 
of the Department or the Public Service Com- 
missioner shall certify that no returned 
soldier or sailor with suitable quehic 
is available.’ 
I desire to insure that, at any rate, so 
far as the Defence Department is con- 
cerned, any returned soldier or sailor who 
is qualified and available shall receive any 
appointment to the Department. 


Mr. MAXWELL (Falkiner) -[11.3].— 
The proposed new clause and the, amend- 
ment are likely to bear hardly upon those 
officers who were willing to go abroad on 
active service but were prevented. from 
doing so. se) 

Mr. Wist.—That is why the words, 
‘“‘other things being equal’’ are inserted ~ 
in the clause. , 

Mr. MAXWELL.—Would those words 
cover the cases I am referring to? 

Mr. Wisr.—Yes; the object is to con- 
serve the rights of ‘those members of the 


_ Forces who desired to go abroad but were 
not allowed to do so. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) rid. 5|.— 
I hope the Minister will accept the amend- 
ment, which will secure justice for re- 
turred soldiers. Some time ago the De- 
partment sent thirty clerks to England, 
only one of whom was a returned soldier. 
Surely amongst the soldiers at the Front 
were clerks who could have been chosen 
for the work in England, thus saving the 
expense of sending them all the way from 
Australia. If this amendment is carried, 
it will prevent a recurrence of any non- 
sense of that kind. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
{11.7].—I do not like opposing an 
amendment of this character; but the 


Committee should be careful in what it is 
doing. If the amendment were carried a 
young sergeant-major who had been to 
the Front would be entitled to promotion 


- able. 


‘blame the 


been refused permission to go beca ye 
his age. We know that the “‘serg 
major is the backbone of ogi 16a 
ganization and. training. Is a hig 
competent older man to be emp ue 
stand back whilst a younger, _vigorou! 
fighting man gets promotion over his di 
If that is done the organization, 
company or regiment may be comp 
upset. A lot of the delay in conne 
with the sending to Australia of sol 
papers, which the Department required t 
have in hand before finalizing the pay- — 
ments due to the men, was due to the lack 
of administrative training on the part of — 


the eae in the field. It is ee 2A. 


or " oaelitied for ores administrative | worl 
oe to the position of opie of 


shall be esa to all positions. Whi 
I believe in giving preference to the r 
turned soldier, there is a danger of car 
ing the principle too far, and of doing | 
injustice to some men who desired to g 
to the Front but were not allows. 
do so. 


Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant 1 
ister for Defence) |11.8].—I am son 
that I cannot accept the amendment. — 
prescribes that the Secretary of the D 
partment or the Public Service Comm 
sioner must certify that no returned s 
dier or sailor with suitable qualifi 
is available for any position. How 
either of those officers possibly give su 
certificate? The amendment is. ee 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier). ice 
The principle contained in the 
ment ought to have been in force. 
Defence Department long ago.. 
are more cold-footers and wasters. 
Department than in any other. | 
are Generals who have never heard a 
fired, except at a review. I would | 
the amendment. to a division, and 1- 
lieve the Committee would carry it, | 
I am afraid that in doing so = Gove 
ment might be embarrassed. I d 
ee Minister, bu 


at BaP ga 

osit om to the Ridendinent is. hae one 
l ‘ from a Department which 
08 1d to, allow a boy eighteen years 
perhaps the last of a family, to go 


ts, while thousands of cold-footers 
employed in the Department. 


i Dr. . MALONEY (Melbourne) [11.10]. 

= the honorable member for 
coe will press the amendment to a 
, ee | 


SE. —If the amendment is car- 


e whole Bill will be lost. 


. MALONEY .—I do not care a two- 

enny damn if it is. There are Generals 
e the Defence Department who have 
ace smelt gunpowder, except’ from a 
- Chinese cracker.. The Department is full 
of General Nuisance and General’ Hum-, 
r ‘There as, for instance, 
_ Cuscaden, | who has the lowest medica! 
dip oma of any man under the Australian 
or British flag, and who" would not be 
" permitted to practice in é@ither the Mel- 
bourne ‘Hospital or the Alfred Heres 


cet negatived. 
y Pade new clause agreed to. 


. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min- 


: os for Defence) [11. 11].—I move— 
ha it the following new clause be inserted :— 


* After section 40 of the principal Act the, 
geing: sections are inserted :— 


is employed under articles of apprenticeship 
may, notwithstanding any provision of or 
; blige tion under the articles, enlist in the 
ets ae tary Forces, and any person who so en- 
5 — ist 8 shall not be liable, during the period 
ee vf his service in the Forces; and until a 
a Tee sonable period thereafter, to be claimed 
, Saee ‘service under the articles. 
 §40n. (1) Any person employed under 
of apprenticeship who has in time 
yar enlisted in the Military Forces, 
~ shall, “ipon discharge from the Military 
_ Forces less the Minister otherwise de- 
term ines, be entitled, within a period of 


three months after the date of his dis- 
_ charge, or, in the case.of a person dis- 
_ charged hefore the commencement of this 
a section, within three months after. such 
commencement, to resume his employment 
a> “under his articles of apprenticeship, and 
the period served by him after discharge 
phi 1 be deemed to be a continuance of the 
period served by him prior to enlistment. 
Nea: ) ») If any master, upon the applica- 
ion ee! an apprentice who is entitled under 


S } “% > = “—- 


Front without the consent of his ° 


General | 


“40a, In time of war, any person wie 
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the last preceding sub-section to resume his 
emplovment, refuses to re-employ him, he 
shall he guilty of an offense, s 


Penalty : Fifty pounds.’ ” i ae 


The Act makes no provision for an ap-— 
preutice to be able to compel his employer 
to re-employ him vn his return from active 
service. This new clause gives him that — 
right. | 
Proposed new clause agreed to. 
Motion (by Mr. Wisr) agreed to-- — 


That the following new clause be inserted:— _ 

“Section 119 of the principal Act is — 
amended by omitting therefrom the words 
‘without «the authority of the Minister, be 
entitled to’ and inserting in their stead the ~ 4 
words ‘except as prescribed,’,” mi 


Motion (by Mr. Wisr) agreed tone 


That the following new clause be inserted:-—— — _ 
* Section 135 of the principal Act is _— 
amended by omitting from’ sub-section 5 — 
the. words ‘ detained by that authority, 
and inserting in their stead the words 
‘handed over by that authority to mili- 
tary custody for conveyance to and deten-— 
‘tion.’ 


Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min-. 
ister. for Defence) [11.14].—I move— 
That the following new clause be inserted :— 


- 


“Section 1358 of the principal Act is 


“- repealed, and the following section  in- 
“ serted in its stead :— 
“135p.—(1) Notwithstanding anything 


contained in the next two preceding sec- 
tions, a person shall not be liable in any 
one year to confinement in excess of thirty 
~ days in respect of offences committed by 
him-against the provisions of sub-section 1, 
or paragraph @ of sub-section 1a of section 
135, or of costs awarded in proceedings for 
such offences, and any order or other 
authority issued by a Court authorizing 
confinement for a period in excess of such 
thirty days, shall, in so far as it relates 
to the period in excess, be void; but never- 
theless proceedings shall not be maintain- 
able against the Commonwealth, or “any — 
person in respect of the order or authority, — 

. or of any act or thing done in pursuance 
of the order or authority. | 
«(2) In this section, ‘confinement’ in- 
cludes detention under the authority of — i 
section 135 of this Act, and custody under } 
the authority of the last preceding Bec- 
tion.’ ” 


> 
— 


The repealed section provides that 4 man — 
shall not serve more than thirty days’ 
imprisonment in any one year, ‘There 
has been some difficulty in operating — 
that; therefore, the new clause provides — 


' Pg 
th 
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that if a man is sentenced to more a 
thirty days, auy excess period ey 
void. 


Proposed new clause agreed to. 
Motion (by Mr. Wisr) agreed to— 


That the following new clause be inserted:— 


“Section 138 of the principal Act is — 


amended by omitting from sub-section 3 
thereof the words ‘undergo such equiva- 
lent training as_prescribed, unless exempted 
by some provision of this Act’ and in- 
serting in their stead the words ‘ become 
liable for training as prescribed, but shall 
not be ‘required to perform additional 


training equivalent to the training from. 


which they have been exempted . under 
this sub-section.’ ” 


Mr. WISE (Gippsland Assistant Min- 
ister for Defence) [11.15].—I move— 

That the following new clause be inserted :— 

Seetion one ,hundred and_ forty-two of 
the principal Act is amended by inserting the 
following sub-section after sub- section 1 there- 
of :— 
“Ya. If any such male inhabitant of 
Australia is not registered. in the manner 
prescribed in sub-section 1 of this section, 
he, and the parent, guardian, or person 


acting in loco parentis, shall severally be. 


guilty of an offence.” 


This clause deals with the question of 
registration. There is some little diffi- 
culty under the present Act in determin 
ing the person who is responsible . for 
registration. Under this clause the boy, 
and the parent. also, will be responsible. 


Proposed new clause agreed to. 
Motion (by Mr. Wise) agreed to— 


That the following new clause be inserted :— 


12yr. After section one hundred and forty- 
two of the principal Act the following section, 
is imserted :— , 

“142a. Any male inhabitant of Aus- 
tralia, who has resided therein for six 
months and is a British subject, and whose 
bond fide residence is within a distance 
of five miles, reckoned by the nearest prac- 
ticable route, from the nearest place ap- 
pointed for training, and who is, at any 
time after he has attained the age of 
fourteen years and before he has attained 
the age of twenty-six years, not registered 
for naval or military training, shall be 
guilty of an offence.” 


Title agreed to. .— - 
Bill reported with amendments. 


— 


- The Department intended to make thes 


- tions of the Town-planning Association of Ne v 


-more back from the street alignment. — 


Standing Orders~ suspended; report 


adopted. 
' Bill read a third time. 


Committee reported under twenty- 


The fifth and sixth recommendation : 


Se 
Dt Oe, 
i 


— 
a 


LITHGOW HOUSING SCH 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Dowie 
ister for Works ade ae git 
I move— be v 

That, in accordance with the provisions — 0 oP ; 
the Commonwealth Public Works | ‘Committee> a 
Act 1913-1914, it is expedient’ to earry out — 
the following proposed work:—The-se 
housing workmen and others engaged — 
nexion with the Commonwealth Facto 
Lithgow, New South Wales, which said won 
was referred to the Public Works Commit ee, 
and the Committee has duly reporte to. his 
House the result of its inquiries thereon. ok : 
The procedure laid down by the Pu lic “ 
Works Committee Act has been followed. , 
The scheme was referred to the Com- | 
mittee, which has reported to the House, 2 
and I am now moving that it-is expedient 
to carry out the proposed work. ' 


so * 


different headings. They recommenc ora 
in thé first place ‘‘that the erection of . 
housing accommodation should be pro, ss; 
ceeded with.’’ This approves of the pri 
ciple embodied"in the scheme submitt 
Recommendations 2 and 3 were:— — 


That the 2-ft. reservation on the south sl 
of Bayonet-street should be acquired; 
That necessary right-of-carriage-way shoul 
be obtained over private property. at the sout. 
western corner of the area. 


acquisitions. The fourth recommendatio ie 
was— 


_ That the design for lay-out snbacteds ton - 
be modified in accordance with recommenda- 


South Wales. ee, 
The design submitted by the designer ha ee 
been slightly modified, after consi te 4 

tion of the recommendations mentionec 
and will be proceeded with as sncdified 


the Committee were— - 


That the minimum Size of blocks ‘shout 
50 feet frontage by 125 feet depth. eee 

That the streets should be of varying wide 
of 66 feet, 50 feet and 40 feet. 
This has been attended to in the ‘detane 
plan. The seventh recommendation \ wi 


That the buildings should be 15 feet 


This was proposed bythe Deparém 
and will be done. _The Be x: 
mendation was— ee. 

That necessary reservations should re 


for churehes, parks, playgrounds, i 
hall, places of amusement, and” shops, — 


oan) nb on oe ¢ alld 
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The scheme provided this, and the plan 
, framed accordingly. The ninth re- 
mn mendation was— 

hat the cottages should be constructed 
the control of the Department of Works 


Peers ee will be done, but tenders will be in- 
Pees. The tenth recommendation was— 
rat mat cottages should be erected by con- 

i ts in units of not less than ten. | 

his will be done, and was proposed. Re- 

mendation 11 was— 

at the cottages should be erected of brick, 

- tiled roofs. 

This was proposed, but if other suitable 

"roofing is available it will be considered. 

Re commendations 12 and 13 were— © 

ra 

detached houses should be erected, and that 

- the maximum price to be paid for these houses 

ie should not exceed £350. 

a That the maximum price of. the 

~ house should not exceed £600. — 

'.. These recommendations are approved. and 
: x an attempt will be made to approximate 

the suggested sums. The fourteenth re= 

commendation was— 

“_ ‘That the settlement be lighted by electricity 
_ from the factory, if possible. 

- This will be considered, but at present it 

| cs s not thought to be practicable. As to 

r commendation 15— 


ee hat the first section of the settlement should 
consist ot 150 cottages, 


largest 


© scheme provided was for 100 houses, 
d it is proposed to build to meet re- 
ag lirements from time to time. Recom- 
oo oh mendation 16 was— 
‘Th at the Commonwealth should carry its 
nh eeegr anes against loss by fire. 


Hs that ; recommendation was approved. Re- 
“cor mmendations 17 and 18 were— | 


That the_cottages should be let on a fort- 
n tly Been eY business premises to. be 


* 
a 


 - 
Pat Gs rental to be charged be. fixed on a 
basis of 8 per cent.-on cost. 
The ‘intention of the Government is to 
Suita, and sell to employees. As to re- 
"commendation (5 ae 
a That an annual loss resulting Tain the pro- 
3 sion of water and sewerage mains be borne 
(bd 9y the Small Arms Factory, 

any loss in carrying out this AGE will 
porne ae the Government. Recom- 


Ba 


‘(20 Decemesr, .9-8.] Housing Scheme. 


y ‘That three pairs of semi-detached and six. 


10001 


That the area be brought wholly within the 
municipality of Lithgow. - 
It is intended to do this. 
tion 21 was— 

That the Commonwealth should contribute 
to the municipality an amount equivalent to 
what would be chargeable to rates if Com- — 
monwealth property were rateable. 

An arrangement to this effect is being 
made. The twenty-second recommenda- 
tion was— 

That a Board of Management be established 
to control the settlement when established. — 
The matter of future management will be 
considered. As to the final recommenda- 


Recommenda- Py 


tion of the Committee, 


That legislative or other necessary action t& 
give effect to recommendations be taken forth 
with. 

I have to say that this is a matter for 
future consideration. No provision 18 
made on the Estimates for the construc- 
tion of these houses, but the Treasurer 
has under consideration a proposal to 
finance the scheme through one of the 
Savings Banks. These houses are badly 
needed, and it is intended to proceed 
with their erection as soon as_ possible. 
We are following many of the recom- 
mendations made by the Committee. 
Some-of them are in harmony with the 
policy of the Department, while in re-— 
spect of others modifications have been 
made. We are now negotiating certain 
matters with the municipality ‘of Lith- 
gow, and as soon as they are settled we 
shall proceed with the work. 


Mr. Boyp.—Why is it proposed to pay 
rates if the cottages are to be sold? 


Mr. GROOM.—There is a large area - 
of unoccupied land belonging to the 
Commonwealth in respect of whicli it is. 
proposed that the Commonwealth shall 
pay the rates. 


Mr. Boyp.—But not on the houses. 


Mr. GROOM.—Yes, until they are 
sold. While they are occupied by our 
tenants—pending their sale—the rates 
will be collected from the occupiers: _ 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.25].—This — 
is an entirely new principle. The pro- 
posal is to erect 100 houses, not for re- 
turned soldiers, but for Commonwealth — 
employees. The Minister has not told 
us what they are going to cost. 


10002 Ordnance Stores, 
os | 
Mr. Groom.—That information ap- 


pears in the report of the Public Works 
Committee, which was presented on 19th 
September last. ce 


Mr..TUDOR.—I candidly admit that 
I did not know that the report had been 
presented, and that I have not read a 
line of it. Assuming that the average 
cost of these houses is £500 each, this 
proposal inyolves an 
£50,000. I have no objection to the 
Commonwealth building houses for em- 
ployees of Government factories, not 
only at Lithgow, but elsewhere; and I 
wish to put in a plea for the building of 
houses to accommodate the employees of 


the Government Saddlery and Harness 


Factory at Clifton Hill. 


Mr.. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[11.27].—The Government are instituting 
a new system, and it promises to be most 
_ complicated. The land has been laid 
out under a proper system of town plan- 
ning, and there are associated with the 
scheme obligations which the Govern- 
ment must carry for years. I fail to 
understand therefore why they should 
propose to sell these cottages, which are 
to be built specially for the employees of 
the Small Arms Factory. If they do 
dispose of them their action will lead to a 
great deal of trouble in the future. The 
Government must, however, take the re- 
Sponsibility. I think it will be almost 
impossible to sell these. houses on the 


conditions which have been formulated; 


but I recognise that in the dying mo- 
ments of the session it is useless to at- 
tempt to discuss the matter further. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 


ORDNANCE STORES, SYDNEY. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and eae [11. 30].— 


I move— 


That the following works be referred to the 
Parliamentary ~ Standing Committee on Public 
Works, in accordance with the provisions of 


the Commonwealth Public Works Committee — 


Act 1913-14, viz., 


The Government has secured a site at 
Long Cove, Leichardt, upon which it is 
‘proposed to ultimately erect ample ord- 
nance stores accommodation. The work 


Ordnance Stores, Sydney. 


now projected consists of one building for 
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expenditure of 


member of the House of Representatives 


etn likely to ‘be? 


~ SALE OF -Tin—FoppEeR 


= es a: es Re eau 3 a ee 


ii : ape hese 
ordnance stoned purposes a, the 3 e 
ment of Defence. This building | wall 
stitute the first. portion of the “el 
scheme, which will be developed w ie 
mately to meet defence ~ requirem en 
The scheme is an alternative e 0 e, there 
being two proposals, one to cos Re 
mately £60, 000, and- as other had 


Minister 
mover—-~ é : 
That leave of absence es ee 


the determination of this sitting of the | 
to be date of its next sitting, 


ConsIpINE. — When is the 


ea irrelevant inten jection at prides 
This is a motion which has been 
mitted at ueInee of ane kind ever 


.: 
stead of URIS “has —e 
during the Speaker’s pleasure. It co’ 
all present members and members ¢ 
from Australia, and amply protects 
representation of constituencies in a 
quite impartial, and irrespective of pe 


bec resolved in the affirmative. 


That the House, at its sng, ad 
3 p.m., on a date ‘to be fiexed by Mr. S ) 
which ‘day of meeting shall be notified ? 
Speaker to each member: by ip 


‘Post Damas 
ZATION — DEPARTURE OF Sen : 
PEARCE TO Encianp—CLEMENC? 
_IvTERNEES AND TO OFFENDERS 


sus ng 
Mr. WATT (iia ce eee 
Minister and Treasurer) — fil. 35]. 
leave.) —There being no other busi 
the present moment, I ask | . 


‘= 


i as ee ent about peteain 
a ers in which honorable members are 
re or less interested. . One has refer- 

to the purchase of tin, in which the 
able member _ for New — England 
é (Lt -C olonel “‘Abbott) has displayed con- 
jerable interest. I was to-day orally 
informed by Messrs. Elder, Smith, and 

company, the Australian agents for. the 
Th nter Allied Tin Executive,. that that 
é tive has been dissolved. I have not 
ed any official confirmation of the 
nation, but it is plain to me that 
@ British and Allied Governments have 
armined to make tin a free market. 
the precise effect will be on the 
astralian industry it is ab present im- 
?p Beacible to decide. 


a Mr. Tupor.—I understand that the 
2 price dropped £11 10s. to-day. | 


: 


ae _ Mr. WATT .—1I do not know what the 
figures of to-day are. I give this infor- 
£2 mation to the press ‘in order that those 
interested may receive it at the earliest 
es noment, andas soon.as it is possible to 
2 feepiement ‘it, I will do so by the same 


Pes aE wie LS 


The honorable member for Wannon 
Reve . Rodgers) has for some considerable 
time ‘interested the Government in the 
question of the creation of a fodder pool. 
‘The honorable member has addressed him- 
se elf to the question here on several ovea- 
- ons, and interrogated Ministers about 

Lhe ee in ehetee of wheat 


Sake ee and I am now able to make 
' Shea announcement on the subject. 


s the result of representations which 
were made to the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment, that there was a likelihood of 
eat shortage of fodder on account of 
ry season in some parts of Australia, 
States of New South Wales, Victoria, 
‘South Australia were consulted with 
a view to offering inducements to_ wheat- 
“be mers to cut their crops for hay. In 
‘to encourage them to do so, the 
Se tenth Government intimated to 
the tates concerned that it would make 
available to them, on application, funds 
> the purposes of advances at the rate of 


5 = _ per ton to growers of hay, under the 


1 


7s 
a 
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~ Premiers of New South Wales and Vic- — 


lowit ng conditions, which were subject — 
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to,such modifications as may be nee 
to meet local circumstances :— 


(a) That the hay is produced by a Ee 


farmer from the produce of his © 


own farm; and ies 


(6) That the- hay is stacked and pro- 


tected on his own farm in an 


approved manner, including, 
where the Minister of Agricul- 
ture of the State specifies, the 


, 
= 


a 


erection of a mouse-proof fence ‘ 


of approved design. 


(c) The advance to bear interest nay = 


the rate of interest usually 
prevailing in the State, as de- 
termined by the Minister. 


4 


(2) The person receiving the advance — 


to insure, and keep insured, 
the hay, in an approved in- 
surance company, to the ~ 


+ 


* amount of the advance, and — 
to hand over the policy to the~— 


Minister. 
(e) The person receiving the advance 


to give to the Minister a bill - 


for the amount advanced, the — 


‘Bill to provide for repayment 
of the amount of the advance 
within twelve months, and 
(f) In the event of the person  re- 
celving the advance desiring 
at any time during the cur- 
rency of the bill to use or dis- 
pose of any part of the hay 
fcricing the subject of the ad- 
vance, a permit to be ob- 
tained from the Minister. 


The moneys advanced by the Common- 
wealth to the States will be subject to in- 
terest at war loan rates. It will be neces- 
sary for the State Governments concerned 
to submit as early as possible for the 
appreval of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment copies of their proposed regulations — 
in connexion with this matter. The — 


* ot ed ‘ 


toria accepted the-scheme, and are, it is 7 
understood, preparing regulations. South — 


Australia has advised that it will not ac- 


cept the scheme._ . . “a 


I now desire to make an ennounes- 
ment of a more ,important kind i 


connexion with demobilization: Siar 


the termination of hostilities, the 
demobilization, embarkation, and re- 
patriation of the Australian Oversea 


. 


* S 
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forces has received the- iietervibenye 
attention of the Government.  Inti-— 
mate consultation by cable has been 
conducted between the Prime Minister. 
and the Cabinet. As the result, a scheme 
for handling the important problems in- 
volved has been adopted. This necessi- 
tates the creation in Britain of a control 
embracing military and civilian personnel. 
The work to be accomplished at the other 
end includes—in addition vo the shipping, 
feeding, and clothing of our men between 
the period of actual demobilization and 
embarkation in Britain—the great task of 
providing suitable occupation and train- 
ing for so extensive a force during the in- 
evitable period of idleness. This period, 
it seems, will cover from nine to twelve 
months, however excellent may be the 
shipping arrangements to return our men 
to-Australia. The Government’s design 
is to see in the case of men who 
desire—during this period. of waiting 
—to secure training in the primary 
or secondary industries in which they 
formerly had been engaged, or wish 
to be engaged, that the opportunity 
will be available for them. This 
phase of the question must be regarded 
as preparatory to repatriation. After re- 
viewing the whole matter, the Govern- 
ment have now decided that this work 
must be presided over by a responsible 
Minister. Official, or indirect, responsi- 
bility for matters affecting so closely the » 


interests of the men who have so splendidly _ 


fought for the safety of Australia will not 
be satisfactory to the people or Parlia- 
ment of the Conimonwealth. The Prime 
Minister will return as soon as the duties 
of the Allied Conference and the Peace 
Conference permit. It is, of course, im- 
possible to fix a date at the present 
moment. The Minister for the Navy 
must return for the visit of Lord Jellicoe, 
who is leaving England in February to 
review the naval programme and outlook | 
of the Commonwealth. 1t will, therefore, 
be necessary to. despatch a Minister to- 
London to arrive in sufficient time to take 
over the organization and administration 
there. This will e arduous work with 
little opportunity to learn the elements of 
the business. The Cabinet has, therefore, 
requested Senator Pearce, the Minister 
for Defence, to Aes to London to dis- 
Mr. Watt. 


‘suitable machinery at this end to de 
with the reception, training, and r 


mustard on you quick, you might recov 


Baars this feentant neues . 
Senator Pearce has consented, and | is” : 
departure will be conditioned by the re- ; 

ceipt of more definite information as to § 
os movements of the Prime Minister and ” 

the Minister for the Navy at the*dther end te 

of the world. This statement deals, 28 a3 
honorable members will see, with aig waa 
blem as it presents itself in Great Britain. 

As indicated on former occasions, the Go-_ 
vernment is developing, with proper ¢ ca. 


absorption of the Forces from overseas. ee 
Tt is hoped that the measures adopted — 

will satisfactorily cope with this ine im- ae 
portant question. ‘ 


Mr. Marnews.—I would ‘like: ee 
something about that, but I will not. — 


Mr. WATT.—The honorable member’ 
restraint is so unusual that I am - 
minded of a story of the great America 
orator, Chauncey Depew, who, in many} 
respects tesembles the honorable member 
and perhaps I might be permitted, even 
at this late hour, to tell it. It is a story — 
ot Chauncey Depew being listened to ‘by. “t 
an old comrade and_school-fellow, who 
had not heard the silver-tongued orator ~ 
of the United States speak for thirty 
years. He had been lumber getting in 
the west, and had come back full of year 
and honour. After a Fourth of Jul 
oration the great man asked his old frien 
what he thought of his speech, “and thi 
reply was, “I do not like to tell you, 
cause you might be offended.” Chau 
Depew asked him to be quite frank, and 
then the answer came: “ Well, Chaunce, 
if you got the small-pox, and they cau 
you early, you might get over it; if 3 
got the Yellow Jack, and they ‘got 


but if you got lock-jaw, you'd bust.” pie 
os 


Mr. Maturews.—I could tell : a 
story than that myself. : = 


Mr. WATT.—Possibly ; but you | 
do. However, I was about to mer 
another matter. The Government h ve 
given consideration during the last ee 
or so to the exercise of clemency in ¢ 
nexion with certain offenders who ‘ha 
been successfully prosecuted under 1 
War Precautions: Act and regulatic 
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- These » were guilty chiefly of ate of in- 

rs retion and defiance associated with 
the flying of the red flag. 

mid with the law officers of the Crown, 


"am not quite sure whether it will 
possible to release them all before the 
“Christmas holidays. For this portion of 
the continent we can arrange, and they 
wi be released without delay, possibly 
‘to-morrow morning, or on Monday at the 
latest. As to those who have been inear- 
din the more distant parts of the 
conti part it will be difficult, if not impos- 

si be Bs to. et 36 them before Christmas; 
but honorable members may rely that 
vel ‘ity will be used. 

ee have already explained that the Min- 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce) has 
“taken a very careful review of the cases 
of certain internees in the internment 
i camps. Some releases have already been 
ordered, and a careful review of the cases 
has beer and will be undertaken during 
this an the following week, to see 
| whether, with due regard to the safety of 
_the Commonwealth, nage! can be 
shown. 

Ee T have nothing (sve Bes to add, unless 
_may be permitted, on behalf of the Go- 
oy ernment, to express to you, Mr. Sheaker, 
our thanks for the way in which you have 
conducted the deliberations of the session. 

It. h as been an arduous ‘session, straining 
ny of us to the very limits of endur- 
A You, sir, I am sure, have felt the 


sgn from the strict path of impar- 
3 tis lity you have set yourself. The mem- 
bers of the Government, and honorable 
$$: members on this side generally, are 
' deeply sensible of your unfailing kind- 
n ess and courtesy on every occasion. I 
desire. also to use,similar expressions of 
grateful thanks towards the Chairman of 
aadera Mr. Chanter. That gentle- 
? man is in years beyond most members 
of the House, but he has kept to his 
arduous labours through this session with 
wonderful tenacity, and he and his de- 
puties, the Temporary Chairmen, have 
ne maederebiy helped the passage of the 
large number of important measures 
ch since September last, this Legisla- 
ture pbs ee on the statute-book. 


After consulta-- 


3 determined to release those offen- ze 


I wish, also, to pay to the officers of the - 
House, the clerks and attendants, our’ 
thanks for the way in which they have 
lightened our labours, In another 
Legislature I have enjoyed the privilege 
“of attendance of the same kind, but I 
have never seen at any table the work of 
the officers give more satisfaction, or 
done with greater promptitude. We 
have so few opportunities to acknowledge 
to those gentlemen who attend-us so 
unceasingly our appreciation of their un- 


remitting labours that I gladly use this | 


occasion to do so. I am sure that the 


- Leader of the Opposition will join with — 


me in this acknowledgment of our obliga- — 


tion. I include with the officers the 
Chief of Hansard and his staff. 
able members may not have observed, but 
Ministers, and I in particular, have 
known the strain that has been thrown 
on them, especially. during the last week. 
or two. All through the session it is 
bad enough, because our work goes on un- 
ceasingly, and the long hours that we 
have sat recently, have strained to their 
eutmost stretch the nerves, and drained 
the physical powers, of the gentlemen who 
record our speeches. It became a ques- 
tion a week ago whether we should not 
have to take measures to relieve them, 
but their determination, 
that Mr. Speaker was able to render, have 
enabled them to continue, although both 


Honor- ~ 


and assistance 


Houses have been sitting excessively long _ 


hours. 
know that we thoroughly appreciate their 
labours. 


I may. not be acting as Temporary — 
Leader of the Government when#next we 
meet—I certainly hope that I shall not— 
but in that capacity now I tender to 
members the sincere wishes of Ministers 
for their enjoyment of the holidays. 
With the new year may there dawn @ 
satisfactory and binding peace.” 
have been privileged to “live in stirring 
times, particularly in these last months, 
when the enemy has been overwhelmed 
and the armies of Civilization have been 
triumphant. It has been a great thing 
to witness the changes of heart and mind 
in the people of Australia 
ties were terminated by the signing of — 
the armistice. | We have been, perhaps, 
too busy to note all the kaleidoscopic 


I wish the Hansard reporters: to. 


We. 


since hostili-_ 
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changes. ord what ‘hey in mean to the his- 


tory of mankind generally, but when we hclidays this year will be brig 


get further from them we shall be able — 


to appreciate the magnitude of the events I hope that when we re-assemble v 


that have occurred under our very eyes. 


I trust that the peace conditions settled Sh roughout the civilized’ world 


between the belligerent forces may make 
for the greater freedom of mankind and 
the more permanent uplifting, stability, 
and prosperity of the civilized nations. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.50}—I cor- 


dially join with the Acting Prime Min- 
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ister on behalf of not only those mem- 
bers of the Opposition now present, but 


the party generally, in expressing our 


acknowledgment of our indebtedness to 
you, Mr. Speaker, and to the officials of 
the House, including the messengers, who 
make our path as easy as possible. We 
are, as the Acting Prime Minister has 
ceil, entering upon an era which we all 
hope will be a splendid one for civiliza- 
tion. |. Many have reason to wish that it 
had dawned years ago. We hope that 
the Conferences in Hurope. may bring 
about a real and abiding peace. 

We 


have had, as the Acting Prime 


yourself as Acting Prime— Minister 


e 


centre. 


Minister has said, a strenuous time, but 


we have had strenuous times before, and 
those of-us who may be fortunate enough 


to be elected to future Parliaments have - 


strenuous ‘times yet to come. May I 
congratulate the Acting Prime Minister 
- on the way in which he 
House. We who have sat on this side, 
though not agreeing with everything he 


has done, can -sincerely congratulate 
him on the skill which he _ has 
shown. @ It is infinitely more diffi- - 
cult. for* a an. office | 


it as its proper occupant. Only those 
Who have worked in an acting capacity, 
as I have done on more than one occasion, 
know -the difficulties of the situation. I 
congratulate the Acting Prime Minister 
on the ability he has shown in very diffi- 


cult and trying times, and on his capa-— 


city aud good nature. Our work may ap- 


pear easy to those who watch us, but it 


is not really so easy. 


1_re-echo the honorable gentleman's 
wish that we may all have’ a Merry 
Christmas and | a 2a HSppy New Year. 


man fill 
when acting for Sie than to fill 


The 


has led the 
during my | present — 


Speakership T have <folesaae - contr 


ness of the House as its presiding 


‘cisions pf burning controversial questions. te 


bers, or for a number of m 
to ~endeavour to address. the 

simultaneously, so» that 

then I have had to 


Seo 


people. of envaier are s Tereee , 
‘they have been for the last fou 


_find ~ stall greater _ happiness s; 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. E 
Johnson).—I desire to thank 
Acting Prime Minister, for | 
kind words of appreciatio 
you have been good enough to | 
regarding my conduct of — the 


and I desire to_acknowledge the consi 
tion that I have received at all times fr 
from Mr. Tudor as Leader of th 
sition, as also from honorable 3 
generally. I recall somewhat — 
my occupancy of this position on a for: 
occasion some years ago, when hbeca 
the electors could not make up 
minds. to give either side an indepe: 
majority on the floor of the Housey 
as presiding officer ¢under circumstas ac 
which made me, willy-nilly, a storm 
It was not’ of my own choice, b 
by force of: circumstances, that on 
casting vote depended momentous 


The position was not a very 1 
able or comfortable one, and the 
tions were very ‘different from 
to-day. Since I have been in he 
term — of 


oe the present time with os storm OX 


last eer at anchor ‘in a i 
refuge. Although there is oceasic 
a tendency on the part of some ho! 
able members to contgibufe liberall 
the speeches of other honorable 


matters, iz frankly confess: that 
has been realized that, fair discus 
not be conducted in. that~ fashion, 

interjecting have readily obeyed the 
to order, pa have assisted Ris obse 


” 
aos 


oe . Murs aid down by the rules of 
debate york further temporarv impetu- 
i y ee intervention from the 
hair. I have to thank honorable 
mem be bers for that. I acknowledge, too, 
| ssistance that. I have received from 
Leader of the Opposition as well as 

he Leader of the Government in conduct- 
ae the business of the House. I should 
like to add to what has fallen from the 
ere. of Mr. Tudor in paying my meed of 
praise, as Dr. Maloney would say, to the 
‘A ting Leader of the Government for the 
mi r ine which he has conducted the 
s of the House. He has, by his 
sy, tact, and strong sense of 
ur, as well as great administrative 
cap acity, in no, small measure conduced 
to the harmony which has _ generally 
marked our proceedings. I am sure that 
1 members of the House thoroughly ap- 
reciate the difficulties of his position, 
ond recognise the admirable manner in 
which he has performed the arduous 
if ies of his office. 


"On behalf of the officials of the House 
in all the departments, I have to thank 
sh Acting Prime Minister for his eulogy 


heir services, and to aad to. wad he 


ir best under very Bee circum- 
ices. I am sure that their work and 
r conduct generally is highly appre- 
bed by members on all sides. 


“ah thank you, Mr. Acting Prime Minis- 
te , for having so readily acceded to the 
yequest of Mr. President and myself that 

req 
you, should pay a sum of money out of 


-lower-paid servants of the House. 
They, I am sure, greatly appreciate this 
cons ideration, which has been given be- 
sause of the effect of the war in increas- 
n; ng the cost of living. a 


again hank the members of the House 
n ee for the assistance I have re- 
ceived on all sides while presiding over 
eee tations, and I wish them a happy 
stmas and a prosperous new year, 
h I trust will usher in an era of per- 
n aoa peace. 


~ [20 ence, 1918.] 
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Mr. CHANTER (Riverina) [11.58].— 
I thank the Acting Prime Minister and 
the Leader of the Opposition for what 
they have said concerning me. 
preciate highly. their kind remarks con- 
cerning the manner in which I. have per-— 
formed my duties as Chairman of Com- 
mittees. Members may at times feel 
somewhat irritated because they are not 


called when they think they should be 


called, but general good feeling has been 
TREN towards me, and wherever I have 
appealed for support JI have  re- 
ceived it. The duty of the Chairman is 
to apply the rules and orders which have 
been laid down for the government of our 
proceedings. I am _ sure that Mr. 
Speaker will acknowledge that it would be 
very painful for the occupant. of the 
Chair to have to appear to act harshly at — 
any time. 


It is not real ge ees and it is only 
displayed in conformity with the duty 
specially, laid down in the Standing 
Orders to be carried out by the Chairman. 
I thank honorable members sincerely for 
the support I have received from them at 
all times, and I take this opportunity of 
thanking the Temporary Chairmen for 
the assistance rendered to me whenever I 
called upon them to relieve me for a short 
period; they have always responded, 
although often at considerable inconveni- 
ence to themselves. 
going into recess for the first time for 


Now “hat we are | 


five years, may I express the wish that 


honorable members will enjoy that peace 


that Christmas always brings, without the — 


dreadful happenings to which we have 


of late years been accustomed. May 
I tke permitted, also to divert a 
little on this occasion in order to 


say to the Acting Prime Minister and 
his colleagues that I hope that they will 
give effect to the wishes of the parents, re- 
latives, and friends of a very large sec- 


tion of our Forces who have done a great 
deal towards winning the war, and who — 


have been through the Gallipoli, 
Egyptian, and Palestine campaign, that, 
before they are finally returned to Aus 
tralia, they shall have the final oppor- 
tunity of visiting the heart of the Empire 
—the Mother Country. 


_ 
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general desire will be pressed by the Go- 
vernment on the authorities at Home, and 
that, before another Christmas comes, we 
shall have welcomed back to Australia all 
our brave men. JI thank the Acting 
Prime Minister, the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition, and Mr. Speaker for the cemph- 
mentary manner in which they ‘have 
spoken of me. 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [12.2 a.m.|].—I 
have wired to the Prime Minister fully on 
the matter to which the Chairman of 
Committees has just referred, expressing 
the strong desire of the Government and 
Parliament that the Anzacs and other 
warriors who have gone into the Levant 
and Mesopotamian country shall be 
given the opportunity of visiting Great 
Britain before returning to Australia. I 
have 
strongly stressed by the Prime Minister. 


In my previous remarks, I omitted to- 


refer to the general spirit of consideration 
shown by honorable members to the Go- 
vernment and myself. I welcome the 
spirit of courtesy that has grown up in 
the Chamber. My relationships with the 
Leader of the Opposition and his fellow 
members on that side have been pleasant 
to a degree. Of course, we have had our 
differences. We must continue to have 
them, separated as we are by strongly- 
held political views, but my experience 
has been in the past—and there has been 
a recurrence of it this session—that 
there is no occasion for us to develop per- 
sonal hatred or antipathies. The ordi- 
nary courtesies which can be obsefved by 


most men in every walk of life can be — 


observed by representative men in a 
deliberative Assembly. I not only hope 
that we may have a continuance of that 
spirit, but also that there may be a per- 
petuation of it so long as this Parhament 
exists. It lightens public life, and gives 


a little zest to the otherwise onerous load: 


that Ministers carry. 


DESPATCH OF DEFENCE CLERKS 
TO LONDON. 


Mr. WISE.—On the 19th December 
the honorable member for Melbourne 


Despatch af Defence (REPRESENTATIVES) Cla to Zon. oat i 


no doubt that the matter will be- 


exacting nature, involving large experien 


(Dr. Maloney) + caked the follow 
tions :— | sa 


“Ne 


Is it a fact that as catated: that ss 
ment is sending over thirty clerks fro 
Defence Department to London for th 
pose of investigating soldiers’ records, a 
work of the Australian Imperial Force i 
land, and, if so, is it true that 0 
thir ty. men to be sent, only one ig 
soldier. 


I am now able to furnish the h 
member with the following inf 
tion: — et - 
The facts are faee. twenty-five clerks 
two officers will shortly be sent to Lor 
together with a large mass of inform: 
compiled here to ascertain and correct difi 
ences between Australia and London as to in- 
dividual soldiers not drawing rates” abroad, 
which, of course, affects the rates of allotments 
in Australia. The work is necessary and» - 
avoidable, and is practically only anticip 
ing the work to be done upon demobilizati 
thus avoiding irritating delays to the soldi 
upon discharge. As regards the propo 
of returned soldiers to be included in th 
ber of clerks mentioned, the facts are 
up to the present twenty-three “have — 
selected. Of these, eight are returned soldi 
while most of the remainder are medic 
unfit, including rejects. The work is o 


a particular class, so that selection cann 
confined to returned soldiers. Many o 
latter who have been employed on the 
up till recently have refused to go on wit 
work to London. we 


HOSPITAL SHIP MILTIADBS. 


Mr. WISE.—On the 17th Decem 
the honorable member for ae r 


banal — 


1. Is it a fact that on the hospit 
Miltiades, which arrived in Australi 
August, 1917, with approximately 800 m 
board, "mostly. ‘invalids, military police 
used 'to keep the men off one side o 
promenade deck, the same being — 
seventy officers: and sergeants? = 


2. Is it a fact that, on the ‘same ship, 
legged and otherwise ‘disabled men J to 
up ‘and down sever sents. of companion-~\ 
to bunks and meals, while the office 
almost the whole of the cabin accomm 
to themselves? 


3.Is it a fact that there were 40 
of ptomaine poisoning through — dir 
boilers or some other preventable cal 


SP Fi 
yom od 


Hospital Shvp 
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I am now able to furnish the honorable 
member with the following informa- 
tion :— 

1, One side of the promenade deck was re- 
served for officers and sergeants; the other 
three sides of the promenade deck, the main 
and boat decks, and the forward and aft well 
decks were available for the: remainder of the 
troops. 

2. The Miltiades is not a hospital ship, bat 
a hospital carrier, the difference being that 
the latter only carries men who require very 


little medical treatment. The system of carry- 
ing troops does not provide cabins for privates. 
3. No. 
Sitting suspended from 12.4 a.m, to 
12.18 a.m. (Saturday). 


DEFENCE BILL. 

Bill returned from the Senate with a 
message intimating that the Senate had 
agreed to the amendments of the House 
of Representatives. : 

House adjourned at 12.20 a.m. (Saturday). 
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House of Representatives.—W. A. Gale. 
Parliamentary Reporting Staff—B. H. Friend. 
Library.—A. Wadsworth. 

Joint House Committee.—G. H. Monahan. 


oe ., Decense prctories 17th June, 1917.——2. Elected 30th June, 1917, Sworn 11th July, 1917.——3. Sworn 11th July, 
1917.— pointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 18th July, 1917.——5. Decease reported 18th September, 
7— te ted 27th October, 1917. Sworn 9th January, 1918.7. Resignation i shy 5th April, 1918. — 
Sworn oth April, 1912. ——9. Elected 11th May, 1918. Sworn 22nd May, 1918.——10. Sworn 7th June, 1918.—— 
as th Novembe ott reipaaneetsed 1918.—12. Jecease reported 30th October, 1918.—13. Elected 26th October, 1918, 
rn 2 ovember, 191 ; 


—,. 


Ve er Wim 


ete The es issues of ‘Paniamentacpepapaiel are. .. grat eee! 153 ml 
for use in Public Libraries, and also in Schools of Arts, ‘Mechanics’ =" 
Societies (having not less than fifty members), and similar institutions, 


- 


Applications on behalf of the above-mentioned institutions should ae add ddr 
the Honorable the President or the Honorable the Speaker. af 


Subscriptions should be sent ‘to the Government Printer, ‘Metboumns, © 


| iy! ' B. HARRY ea 
Ponstel nace i 


COMMITTEES. 


SENATE. oe 


‘ i 

) STANDING ORDERS.—The President, the Chairman of goihnitieds Senator Fig % 

| de Largie, Senator. Foll, Senator ro ae Senator Mopars Senator O’K 
Senator Thomas. pa Seay 


LIBRARY.—The President, Senator Lt.-Col. Bolton, Senator deka ‘Senator 
Senator Lynch, Senator Maughan, and Senator Pratten. 


Hovuset.—The President, Senator Bakhap, Senator Buzacott, Senator ~ Long, 
Lt.-Col. O’Loghlin, Senator Needham, and Senator Col. Rowell. We 


PRintinG.—Senator Barker, Senator Guy, Senator /Newland, Senator Plain, ‘Sena 
and Senator Senior. 


DISPUTED RETURNS AND QUALIFICATIONS. bes Barnes, Senator. Keating, Senaton 
Senator Lynch, Senator Maughan, Senator Pratten, and Senator Senior. 


Pugtic WorKs.—Senator Henderson, 5 Sheer Needham, and Senator Newland. — 


Pusric Accounts. —Senator Crawford#, Senator Earle, Senator. Bairbairn,* 
McDougall. 


INTOXICATING Liquor:, SELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE INTO EF¥ECT ON AUSTRALIAN So 
. ' &0o.—Senator Thomas, Senator. Lieut,-Col. Bolton, Senator Buzacott, Bach 
Senator Grant, Senator Guy, and Senator Col. Rowell. / 


7 he j * Discharged from attendance, 22nd May, 1918, 
+ Appointed 29th May, 1918. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. a 
STANDING OrpERS.—Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the Chairman - of Y 
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Poynton; and Mr. Tudor. Pw Sa 


LiBRARY.—-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Glynn, Mr. Higgs, Mr. M 
Mr. Bruce Smith, and Mr. Wise. K, 


Hovsr.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. R. W. Foster, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Mathews, M 
Mr. Rodgers, Mr. Laird Smith, and Mr. Watkins. . way 


.. . PRinTING.—Mr. Bamford, Mr. Fenton, ‘Mr. McWilliams, Mr. Palmer, Mr 
ee mae Mr. Sampson, and Mr. West. : SU Th 


a Pusric Worxs.—Mr. Gregory, Mr. Mahony, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Sampson, Mr. ‘Sing 
ee Mr. Laird Smith. ray 


Pe > Pusiic Accounts.—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. : H. Datta, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fenton, Mr 
ats Ba, and a John Thomisans: 


aoe: Prints, and Published oe is ovens’ of ithe gamer ae! -AusT 
ae J. Sean Potions. daa Printer for ape hed ne _ Victo 


